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PREFACE 



To the inhabitants of the Frontier Settlements, 
whose edification and salvation are most 
earnestly desired, Grace, Mercy and Peace 
from God our Father and Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

B&iiOTSB Brethren, 

I HAVE endeavored upon different 
occasions, and by different methods, as the 
Lord afforded opportunity, to direct your 
attention to the one thino needful; to 
convince you that the redemption of the soul 
is precious, infinitely precious ; and that this 
redemption can be secured only by improv- 
ing the sufferings and mediation of Jehovah 
the Redeemer. A desire to promote this 
important end constrained me at first to pre* 
pare, and now to circulate among you the 
following discourses. No novelty of doc- 
trine is studied ; those truths of the Holy 
Ghost are exhibited, which through his bles- 
sing have wrought mightily in all ages for 
the conversion, and sanctification, and sal- 
vation of souls. No elegance of manner ia- 
affected ; tjaat language is employed which, 
vrith a humble dependance on the Lord the 
Spirit, appeared most calculated to instruct, 
and impress, and persuade. — " And my 
speech, and my preaching was not with en- 
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ticing words of man's wisdom ; but in de- 
monstration of the Spirit and of power : that 
your faith should not stand in'' the wisdjom 
of men ; but in the power of God. 

The first discourse is intended to- rouse 
the sinner from his security, and bring him 
to a consideration of his ways.. The sec- 
ond is designed to preserve him from resting 
on false, unscriptural confidences ; on any 
other foundation than Christ Jesus the Lord 
— whom I have endeavored to exhibit in 
the third. The fourth is an attempt to il- 
lustrate the nature of that faith by which 
the sinner becomes interested in the Saviour, 
and « grows up to the measure of the sta- 
ture of his fulness." The fifth contains a 
variety of arguments urging all to close with 
this divinely gracious Redeemer without 
delay ; and the sixth is addressed more im- 
mediately to the young, recommending ear- 
ly religion, early acquaintance with the 
Lord Jesus, and union to his glorious per- 
son as their happiness, and interest, and 
honor. These plain, scriptural truths I not 
only entreat you in the bowels of our Lord 
Jesus, but admonish you by the majesty of 
his final appearing, affectionately to receive 
and diligently improve. If these be neg- 
lected or forgotten, not only the love of the 
Father in giving his Son, not only the love 
of Jesus in coming and suffering, but the 
very anxiety of ministers in publishing, and 
the liberality of christian friends in diffusing 
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ibem must aggrarate your condemnation 
and woe. 

You will readily observe that a crucified 
Jesus is kept constantly in view throughout 
these discourses ; because, if we are saved^ 
be must be " the Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and ending" of our salvation. On 
this rock, Christ Jesus the Lord, in his aton- 
ing sacrifice, his everlasting righteousness, 
his covenant lulness — on this naked rock 
thy soul and mine must be founded, or there 
remains nothing but disappointment in life, 
and despair in death, and damnation through 
eternity. That prayer inspired by the liv- 
ing God, and uttered by his holy apostle 
must receive its fearful accomplishment, "if 
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
him be anathema maranatha,^' accursed from 
his presence and kingdom. The Lord the 
Spirit forbid that this doom should overtake 
a single reader of these pages ; but in the 
riches of his grace may " he convince thee 
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment." 

That Christ may be formed in thee *' the 
hope of glory," and that thou mayst be en- 
abled to walk intimately with him as thy 
righteousness, and strength, and consolation, 
is, beloved reader, the prayer of <Ay servant^ 
for this Jesus^ sake. ^ 

ALEX. PROUDFIT, 
Sakm, Janmry % 1604» 



IS 
SERMON I. 

m \ mmmAm m 
PROVERBS tl. 9^ 

Haw long wiltihou sUepy O sluggard? when 
wilt thou arise out of thy deep ? 

THE concern which a gracious God 
iias manifested for the salvation of man, can 
be equalled only by our own carelessness 
and sloth. — In the counsels of eternity he 
devised a plan for our recovery from wrath ; 
a plan to be executed in the birth, and suf- 
ferings, and death, and resurrection of bis 
own Son* In the gospel of bis grace he 
stands forth proclaiming himself reconciled 
to the world, and ** reconciling the world 
to himself." He there appears making not 
only a clear revelation, but an uncondition- 
al tender of eternal life to all without excep- 
tion. ** Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no mo- 
ney : come ye, buy and eat, yea come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without 
price.^' The openly profligate, the most 
daringly impious are invited to return to the 
living God ; and encouraged with the pro- 
nise of the full, irreversible remission of 
their crimes. " Let the wicked forsake his 
?vay, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;" 
ae who has added injustice against men to 
his impiety against God, let him " return to 
the Lord and he will have mercy upon him ; 

TOL. 4« B 
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and to our God, for lie will abundantly par- 
don him." One moment a " long-suffering" 
God makes his appeal to our fears, by paint- 
ing the miseries of hell, another moment he 
encourages our hopes by unveiling the joys 
and glories of heaven, " He will render to 
€very man according to his work:? ; to thcni 
who, by patient continuing in well doing, 
seek for glory, and honor, and immortality, 
internal life : but unto them that are conten- 
tious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tri- 
bulation and anguish upon every soul of 
man that doeth wickedly." ?Joifv he rebukes 
our madness in rushing dejiberately upon 
destruction, again he gently admonishes 
our indifference and sloth. The language 
of our text may be considered at once an 
appeal to our fears and our hopes : it minis- 
ters severe reproof to our criminal uncon- 
cern, and furnishes the most encouraging 
intimation of mercy to those v/ho diligently 
bear and obey. " How long wilt thou sleep, 
O sluggard ? when wilt thou arise out of 
thy sleep ?" 

The condition of the sinner, while he re- 
mains insensible of his danger, is frequently 
4:ompared to that of a man under the influ- 
ence of sleep, "Yet a little sleep, a little 
tlumber, a little folding of the hands to. 
sleep. Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
Jight." The man who thoughtlessly wastes 
his time, and opportunities ; who lives frora 
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day to> day " wilhout repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ," or any deep concern about his fu-. 
ture W'clfare, is evidently the "sluggard"' 
whom the text addresses. It is no matter 
how diligent he may be in other pursuits, 
while he neglects the " one thing needful," 
he is the most inexcusable idler; in the es- 
timation of sound reasoning and inspired 
truth "he is laboring in vain, and spending; 
his strength for naught and in vain. What 
is a man profited, if he shall gain the w^hole 
world and lose his own soul ? Or what shall 
ai man give in exchange for his soul ?" 

May the Spirit of life from Christ Jesus 
the Lord breathe savingly on those " who 
are dead in trespasses and sins, while I at- 
tempt, 

I. To shew in what respect security in sin 
may be compared to a " sleep," and, 

II. Evince the guilt and danger of indiilg-^ 
ing this security. 

1. In the season of sleep the members of 
the body, in a great measure, cease to act 
and perform their respective ofiices. The 
eyes are closed against the light of the natu- 
ral sun, and do not direct the man in dis- 
charging the duties of life : The ear is shut 
igainst {he voice of instruction, and deaf to 
he alarms of approaching danger: The 
ongjue is hushed in silence, and is neither 
he instrument of ascribing glory to God, 
lor imparting knowledge to man. Thus it' 
3 with, those who are spiritually asleep; 



16 

who remain " dead in trespasses and sins.** 
All the powers af the soul are suspended 
from spiritual action: The understanding 
has no suitable conceptions of the great 
God, of his character, or perfections, or law : 
it does not realize that justice which "will 
by no means clear the guilty :" nor that 
holiness ** which cannot look upon iniquity'^ 
without abhorrence : It rather imagines the 
living God " to be altogether such an one 
as" ourselves, and approving our transgres- 
sions. The heart has no desires after Him^ 
nor delight in Him who is perfection itself; 
who is the only source of blessedness and 
joy : It experiences no real. pleasure in me- 
ditating on his promises or perfections, a» 
they are clearly revealed in the works both 
of creation, and redemption. The memory, 
depraved and prostituted, is shamefully 
treacherous in relation to things spiritual and 
divine. While an unmeaning tale, an empty 
novel, or some ill natured report is faithfully 
retained, how speedily are forgotten truths 
which concern the glory of God, and our 
own everlasting welfare ! " Can a maid for- 
get her ornaments, or a bride her attire ? 
yet,** saith the Lord, " my people have for- 
gotten me days without number.'* 

2. In natural sleep the time passes imper- 
ceptibly away. The person lost in agreeable 
slumbers makes no account of moments, or 
hours, or evenings. He neither reflects on 
the time that is gone, nor does he antici- 
pate the morning which approaches. The 



17 

inan thus profoundly asleep is a striking re- 
presentation of the unconvinced, thoughtless 
sinner, " His accepted time, his day of sal- 
vation'* passes insensibly away. Slumber- 
ing in the cradle of security, or dandled on 
the lap of sensual ease and enjoyment, he 
permits all the opportunities which are af- 
forded for securing his salvation to pass un- 
improved. He scarcely thinks upon the 
days, and months, and years of his life which 
are already spent, or looks forward to death, 
and judgment, events which are certainly 
and rapidly approaching. Intoxicated with 
his present enjoyments, or future prospects 
he occasionally addresses himself in the flat- 
tering language of the rich man related in 
the parable, "soul, take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years." He thus insensi- 
bly advances from childhood to youth, from 
youth to manhood) and from manhood io 
old age : When he has arrived at the period 
of forty he imagines himself as young, and 
is no less devoted to the pursuits, or plea- 
sure of the present life, and regardless of his 
future destination, than at twenty : When he 
has attained to the age of fifty, or sixty, or 
seventy, he still amuses himself with the hope 
of multiplied years, and postpones the great 
work of salvation. He fondly flatters him- 
self that " to morrow shall be as this day,'* 
and the next year as the present year, " or 
much more abundant." 

3. The person asleep is unmoved by anj 

TOL. 4. B 2 
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dangers wTiich surround and threaten to in- 
jure him. The thief may enter his houger 
the murderer may approach, thirsting for 
his blood, thellames may be kindling over 
his head, or the lightnings blazing fearfully 
around ; but he is neither alarmed nor dis- 
turbed. — An awful image of the sinner who« 
is stupidly inattentive to every warning^ 
given, or obstinately refuses to return and 
live. He disregards alike the terrors of di- 
vine wrath, and the entreaties of merry. — 
Grace may invite, and expostulate in lan- 
guage the most soothing and insinuating ; 
justice may denounce her curses in a man- 
ner the most awful and alarming, without any 
lasting effect. If, like the Roman govern- 
or, he trembles for a moment ; if conscience,, 
by her powerful voice, should succeed to 
startle him (rom his delusive repose, he en- 
deavors to dismiss these unwelcome fears by 
postponing the work of repentance until a 
more convement t'lmey and afterwards be- 
comes more secure, more hardened in trans- 
gression than ever. 

4. Natural sleep, however profound or 
quietly enjoyed, must ere long he disturbed. 
It is no matter how securely the person 
rests ; it is no matter how agreeably his im- 
agination entertains him with ten thousand 
pleasing dreams, the light of the morning at 
last approaches, and irresi^tably breaks the 
enchantment: Neither shall the security of 
the sinner last for ever, but dismay, and con- 
fusion and deitruction niu»t be bis latter 
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end. ** He (hat being often reproved liar- 
deneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroy- 
ed, and that without remedy. For when 
they shall say peace and safety, then sudden. 
destruction eometh upon them, as travail up- 
on a woman with child, and thev shall not 
escape. These things," saith God, at length > 
provoked by their contempt of all his warn- 
ings and entreaties, " these things hast thou, 
done, and I kept silence : thou thoughtest 
that I was altogether such an one as thyself,, 
but I will reprove thee, and set tliem in or* 
der before thine eyes^'* 3fen may slumber 
securely in their sins ; they may neglect the 
Tarious nieans which are appointed for their 
instruction and salvation ; they may remain 
deaf to the voice of conscience, to tbe ad- 
monitions of the word and Spirit of the liv- 
ing God, and still amuse themselves with 
the prospect of happiness at last ; but amidst 
all this delusion "their judgment lingereth 
not, and their damnation slumberetb not.** 
Each year, each month, each day, each 
hour hurries them on towards their dreadful 
retribution. They may shut their eyes a- 
gainst the light of the gospel, and close their 
ears against the calls of the ministry, but the 
light of the judgment day must be admitted, 
and " the trump of the archangel" must be 
heard and obeyed. " Though hand join in 
band, the wicked shall not be unpunished.'* 
How did the soul of the compassionate Sa- 
viour melt while be contemplated the guilt, 
and foresaw the d«om of the unbelieving^ 
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Jncoriicrible Jews? ** He beheld the city,, 
and wept over it, saying, if thou hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this thy dny, 
the things that belor^gto thy peace, but now 
they are hid from thine eyes. As it was in 
the days of Noah, they did eat and drink,, 
they married wives, they were given in mar- 
riage, until the day Noah entered into the 
ark, and the flood came and destroyed them 
all. Likewise as it was in the days of Lot;, 
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded; but the 
same day that Lot went out of Sodom it 
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all :" Such is the infatuation, 
and such, without prerenting mercy, must 
be the doom of thousands under the dispen^ 
sation of the gospel : They go to " their 
farms, or merchandise," or amusements ; 
they yield to one temptation after another; 
and never embrace the overtures of divine 
love, until death overtakes them, until their 
judgment be executed, and their damnation 
unalterably fixed. 

We proceed, 

IL To shew the guilt and danger of in- 
dulging this security. " How long wilt thou 
sleep, O sluggard ? when wilt thou arise out 
of thy sleep ?'* 

1. To indulge this security is inexcusable 
in the extreme, because we thus disobey the 
command of God, and rob him of that ser- 
vice and glory which he requires. Our owa 
ease and enjoyment were not the principal 
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tuil for which we were created. The Lord 
God formed us, and preserves us for him- 
self ; " that we should be unto him for a 
name, and a praise, and a glory." There- 
fore to live in sloth and indifference ; to 
waste our precious moments in serving and 
gratifying ourselves, is a species of robbery 
upon God our Creator, and defeats his pur- 
pose in giving us existence. Should not 
this consideration rouse us from our slum*' 
bers ? Might it not constrain us to return 
without delay to that beneficent and glori- 
ous Being, from whom we have shamefully 
departed ? << A son honoi*eth his father, and 
a servant his master ; if I be a father, where 
is mine honor? if I be a master, where is my 
fear? saiththe Lord of hosts." Open thine 
eyes, beloved reader, and survey the other 
parts of the divine " dominion." Behold the 
angels " who excel in strength," how cheer- 
fully they perform the pleasure of their Cre- 
ator ! They readily go abroad at his com* 
mand to execute his purposes, either of love 
to his children, or wrath upon his enemies. 
See even the inanimate parts of his crea- 
tion ; how uniformly they perform his will ? 
Do not the rain and the snow descend, and 
visit and refresh the earth at his command ? 
Do not the waters of the deep ebb and flow 
at his command ? Does not the sun at his 
command hasten from the east, and " run his 
race" to enlighten and cheer the nations of 
the earth ? And shall man, the most favor- 
ed inhabitant of this lower world ; man> whom 
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his Creator "formed after his own image and 
likeness;'' who was invested " with dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and the fowls of the 
air, and every thing tliat inoveth upon the 
earth;" and from whom a large revenue of 
glory was expected, shall he alone defeat 
the design of bis existence t Must we be re* 
proached as the only part of this lowcc 
world that disregards the call of our Crea- 
tor and Lord ? " How long therefore wilt 
thou sleep, O sluggard ? when wilt thou a- 
rise out of thy sleep ?" 

2. To indulge this security is inexcusable* 
in the extreme, because thereby our salva- 
tion is neglected, and our souls exposed toi 
endless destruction. "Be not deceived, whal- 
Roever a man sovveth, that shall he also reap« 
For he that soweth to the flesh, shall of the^ 
flesh reap corruption; but he that sowclb to 
the spirit t^hall of the spirit reap life ever- 
lasting." Brethren, there is much to be 
done ; intere^^ts unutterably great are at 
stake, and therefore there is no room for 
carnal ease and indifference. " The whole 
world is become guilty before God : You 
are by nature the chjildren of wrath even as 
others," and without reconciliation by fuitii 
in the blood of Jesus Christ, you cannot " es* 
cape the damnation of hell. There are none 
ris^hteous in themselves, no not one ; and 
know ye not that the unrighteous shall not. 
inherit the kingdom of God?" You have 
by transgression forfeited your title to the 
inheritance of glory, and this title can be re-* 
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gained only by improving the merits of the 
Divine Redeemer. " He that believeth on 
the Son hath eternal life, but he that believ- 
eth not is condemned already, and the wrath 
ofGod abideth on him." Be not deceived^ 
brethren, there is much to be done, and 
therefore no room for the indulgence of car- 
nal ease, or indifference. " You are all as 
an unclean thing ; aliens and enemies in 
your minds by wicked works : and without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord :" Yon 
can have no communion with him either in 
time or eternity. As you regard the peaee 
of your souls in this world or the next, re- 
member that declaration of our Lord, " Ye 
must be born again; verily, verily, I say 
unto you, that except a man be born of wa- 
ter, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God." In heaven all the lociety 
is holy, and all the exercises are holy, and 
none can be admitted "unless renewed after 
the image of God in righteousness and true 
holiness." The seeds of grace, of faith, of 
repentance, of love, of hope must be sown 
in this world if we expect them to mature in 
the milder region of glory, and there to 
flourish in unwithering verdure. How ne- 
cessary then to arise " from our sleep," and 
arnestly "strive that we may enter the 
ingdom?" While'the work of our salva* 
on is unspeakably great, many difficulties 
ust be encountered in pursuing it. An evil 
oHd will attempt, sometimes to delude 
ith its false smiles, again to dishearten by 
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its frowns : ** The prince of darkness" w: 
<5ndeavor " as a roaring lion," to affrigl 
and discourage, and drive to despair, or ; 
a subtle serpent, to deceive and draw asi< 
from the paths of righteousness. " V( 
wrestle not only with flesh and blood, b 
with principalities, and powers, with the r 
lers of the darkness of this world, and wi 
^spiritual wickedness in high places," I 
who turns his face towards Zion, and e 
pects his " soul for a prey." must confli 
with opposition on the right hand and on tl 
left. " The kingdom of heaven" is thus r 
presented as "suffering violence, and t! 
violent as taking it by force." When, thei 
fore, we realize the infinitely great work 
be done, and the many obstacles to be si 
mounted, how inexcusable do indolen 
and indifference appear ? Are we not coi 
manded " to pray without ceasing ; to stri 
or wrestle," or agonize, " that we may e 
ter in at the strait gate I To work out o 
salvation with fear and trembling ? To gi 
all diligence to make our calling and eU 
tion sure ? to gird up the loins of your rail 
BS a man running a race," where the utmc 
exertion is required, will bind his garme 
around him; "to be sober, and hope ur 
the end for the grace which is to be broug 
to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ ?" 

3. To indulge this security appears inc 
cuseable in the extreme, when we reflect tfc 
our "day of salvation" is short, and mi 
soon terminate for even In this world i 
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are merely travelling to another world ; we 
are daily passing along to an unchanging 
state of existence, and it is only in the pre- 
sent life that preparation can be made for 
the next. If we neglect the Lord Jesus 
Christ, " there is no other sacrifice for sin;" 
if we misimprove the opportunities now en- 
joyed we need not expect any further dis- 
pensation of mercy. " There is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in 
the grave, whether we are going." As the 
condition of every man is found at death, it 
will remain through eternity without the 
possibility of change. There is no remis- 
sion of sin beyoud the grave : The messaore 
of reconciliation is never heard in hell. 
Once damned the sinner is damned irreco- 
verably. How explicitly does the Holy 
Ghost mention " an acpepted time, and a 
day of salvation ?" How pointedly does he 
admonish us " to seek the Lord while he 
may be found, and to call upon him while 
he is near? To hear^ and give ear, and 
give glory to the Lord our God, before he 
cause darkness, and before our feet stumble 
upon the dark mountains, and while we look 
for light he turn it into the shadow of death, 
and make it gross darkness ? To seek righ- 
' 3usness, to seek peace before the day pass 
the chaff; before the fierce anger of the 
)rd come upon us ; before the day of the 
vrd's anger come upon us ?" Are not 
3se considerations sufficient to startle the 
jner from- his security, and excite him 

VOL. 4. c 
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to the most diligent "redemption of hi 

time ?" The man ^vho would remain at eas( 

Avhen he knew that the house was in flame 

around him would be pronounced infatua 

ted, and inexcusable : The man who wouh 

offer deliberately to compose himself fo 

sleep on the verge of some fathomless gulpl 

would be pronounced infatuated, and inex 

cusable : The criminal, lying imder sentenci 

of death, who had the assurance of pardoi 

by asking it within a limited time, and ye 

wasted that time in indolence, or amu3€ 

raents would be pronounced infatuated, an« 

inexcusable ; but incomparably more infs 

luated, more inexcusable art thou^ O mar 

who doest remain unconcerned about thin 

immortal destinies. Is the situation of th 

persons alluded to dreadful, thine is infinite 

ly more so. It is not the displeasure of 

mortal to which thou art exposed, but th 

wrath of almighty God. It is not merel 

the loss of thy natural life to which thou ai 

liable, but the loss of both soul and bod] 

their utter exclusion from God the sourc 

of glory and bliss. It is not the torture ( 

a few moments which thou art in danger < 

suffering, but torments "for ever. The 

fehall be punished with everlasting destru< 

tion.'^ The eternity of its torments is tt 

very essence of hell. It throws a deepc 

shade over the region of damnation, thi 

there reigns the blackness of darknes fc 

EVER. Amidst apprehensions thus awfi 

^' how long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard ? whe 



27 

^ lit thou awake out of thy sleep!'* I have 
not language to express my astonishment at 
the stupidity, the madness of men in sport- 
ing with their everlasting interests: I am 
often amazed at myself that I can reflect on 
the sinners danger, on the value of his soul, 
on the plenitude of that happiness which he 
despises, on the horrors of that hell to which 
he is hastening ; that I can speak to him, or 
Write to him with such indifference ; I am 
often amazed that I can indulge a moment's 
ease, until I have aimed at plucking every 
thoughtless acquaintance, or neighbor "as 
a brand out of the burning." The Lord 
God of gods awake from his sloth every 
reader of these pages, lest " he sleep the 
sleep of death" eternal. 

This doctrine may with propriety be ap- 
plied both to sinners and saints. To the 
former permit me again to repeat the expos- ' 
tulalion," " how long wilt thou sleep, O 
sluggard, when wilt thou awake out of thy 
sleep?" Is not the time past of your life 
fiufficient to have wasted in trifling, unpro- 
fitable pursuits; "laboring in vain and 
spending your strength for naught, and in 
vain ?" How many weeks, and months, and 
years of a short, uncertain life are aheady 
ne, and charged to your account in the 
:!ords of heaven ? Yiho knows but a righ- 
uis God, grieved and provoked with your 
pieties, may be now asking " why should 
ty be stricken," or admonished, or entreat- 
" any more ]" He may perhaps be chal- 
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lenging the holy angek to attend, and wit- 
ness the rectitude of his conduct in your 
immediate destruction, " what could havo 
been done more to my vineyard that I have 
not done to it: Behold! these three," or 
six, or twelve, or twenty " years I have 
come seeking fruit on this, or" the other 
tree, "and find none; cut it down, why 
cumbereth it the ground?" I appeal to 
your own consciences whether this accusa- 
tion might not in justice be brought against 
some of you. Ye who are parents and mas- 
ters, must not some of you acknowledge that 
your families are no less strangers to prayer 
and praise, and the other duties of religion 
this year, than they were three, or six, or 
twelve years ago ? I would carry my appeal 
to the hearts of the young, and ask, are not 
some of you as thoughtless about God your 
Creator, your kind Benefactor, your con- 
stant witness, your impartial Judge : about 
Jesus the friend of sinners, the Saviour of 
the w^orld, the only " Mediator between 
God and man ;" about the Holy Ghost with- 
out whose sanctifying, sealing influence you 
cannot see the kingdom of heaven ; are yau 
not as inattentive to prayer, to the word of 
God, to self-examination nbw, as you were 
months or years ago ? Remember, ye who 
continue thus unfruitful under all the mc. 
of cultivation, that nothing but the soverei 
mercy of God keeps you out of hell ; i 
thing but sovereign mercy restrains h 
from completing your perdition by cutti 
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short your day, and causing your sun to go 
down in endless night. " Is it not therefore 
high time to awake out of sleep, and turn 
to the strong holds while you are prisoners 
of hope?'' With many of you possibly ; 
with some of you "probably the night is 
far spent, and the day is at hand, the day" 
of righteous retribution when the Lord God 
*^ will render to every man according to his 
works," and fix his state for eternity / "He 
who now waits to be gracious" may shortly 
summon you to his judgment-seat. — "He 
who is now exalted to shew mercy" may 
speedily execute the curse denounced, and 
" swear in his wrath that you shall not enter 
into his rest ;" and yet Avill you dare to be 
asking "a little more sl< ( p^ a little more 
slumber?" Is it prudent, is it becoming the 
dignity of your nature ; is it consistent with 
that friendship which you owe your better 
part, your immortal souls, still to prostitute 
your precious opportunities ? Must all your 
concern be confined to the body which is 
mortal; which will soon be as though it had 
never been? Will you reserve no time, or 
devote no attention to the interests of that 
spirit which never, never dies ; which must 
shortly be translated to an endless, unchang- 
t^ state of existence ? "The stork in the 
ivens knows his appointed time" and di- 
ently improves it, and shall man who was 
med "after the image of God," and ele- 
led to a dignified rank among the crea- 
•es of his hand, shall man " suffer his 
roL. 4, c 2 
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harvest to pass, liis summer to end without 
any fore thought'' about his future, ever- 
lasting concerns ? Do you believe that death 
is approaching, and yet unanxious about that 
solemn, interesting event ? Do you believe 
that there is " a judgment to come," and yet 
not concerned whether you shall be acquit- 
ted or condemned on that occasion ? Surely, 
if you had the prospect of a trial at a hu- 
man bar; a trial in which your charac- 
ter, or property, or life were depend- 
ing, you would be often thinking of it ; 
you would be anxiously preparing for it; you 
would employ the best counsel, and make 
every exertion to secure a favorable issue ; 
and have you no solicitude about your ap- 
pearance before the "judgment-seat" of Je- 
hovah ; is it uninteresting whether you shall 
then be doomed "to everlasting punish- 
ment," or awarded "to life eteniai?" 

Notwithstanding all that is past ; allhough 
another year has been prostiluled "in ful- 
filling the desires of the flesh," and follow- 
ing after the vanities of the world, a for- 
bearing God continues to expostulate, 
" when wilt thou awake out of thy sleep ?'* 
In the immensity of his compassions he is 
still entreating, "how shall I give thee up 
Ephraim? Turn ye, turn ye, why wi!^ ^"^" 
die O house of Israel ?" In God's nair " 
you, w^HY WILL YOU DIE? Is hell to bv , 
sen in preference to heaven? Is the w^ 
of the uncreated, omnipotent Majesty i. 
cesirable than his loving kindness ? Ir 
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society of evil angels and unbelieving, im- 
penitent men '• with the blackness of dark- 
ness for ever" more eligible than the fellov/- 
ship of God, of Jesus, of elf ct, ransomed 
men, of elect, unsinning anijeis " with glory, 
and honor, and immorlality ?" why will 
YOU DIE? Has not the Lord God afforded 
every possible assurance " of good will to 
you" and his readiness to receive you ? Is 
he not passing before you this moment 
through the mediation of his Son, and in the 
light of his gospel as " merciful and gracious,, 
long suftering and abundant in goodness and 
truth ]" As if he had said, " come and let 
us reason together, are you miserable, in- 
volved by transgression in ruin and woe ? 
I am the Lord, the Lord God merciful : * I 
will be MERCIFUL to your unrighteousness,, 
your sins and your iniquities I will remem- 
ber no more^' Are you undeserving? Have 
you by wilful, repeated acts of rebellion for- 
feited every claim to my friendship, and ex- 
posed yourselves to my wrath? I am the 
Lord, the Lord God gracious ; I am ready 
upon your return not merely to pardoa 
your offences but to honor you with the a- 
doption of sons, and give you a title to all 
the joys and glories of my kingdom." A 
-^ full, an everlasting salvation is " now 
^.^hi near" in the ministry of reconcilia- 
j. Commissioned by the King of kings 
-^ch forth the sceptre of grace, ^nd invite 
^ to draw near and touch it, and be re- 
^-liled, and live for ever. I stand in this 
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pulpit and offer the righteousness of the in- 
finite Jesus to every sinner in this assembly ; 
it is tendered to all without exception arising 
from character, or colour, or any other con- 
sideration*^ — The boundless blessings of the 
covenant ; all the treasures of grace and- 
glory are offered to you " without money 
and without price.'* They are free as the- 
water which rises in the fountain, or as the 
dew which distils from the clouds, or asthe^ 
IvAit which beams from yonder sun. 

''Dear God, the treasures of iliy lure 

Arc everlasting' mines. 
Deep as our hclplcsE miseries are,. 

And boundless as our sL'is. 

Eivers of love and mercy here 

In a rich ocean join. 
Salvation in abundance flows. 

Like floods of miik and v/inc. 

Ha, ye that pant for living stream^. 

And pine away and die ; 
Here you'may quencli your ardent iLlr-rt, . 

Witli springs that never dry J* 

And now, dearly beloved, are pardon, and 
grace and glory offered freely through the 
mediation of the Son of God, what hinders 
you to receive these unspeakable blessings ? 
Are you sensible of your miseries but una- 
ble to believe ? Have you no ability to ap- 
proach the Lord Jesus Christ, and rest y 
souls on him for salvation ? He himsel 
the "Author and finisher of faith." 
who " brings near this robe of rightec 
ness" in the everlasting gospel is gracior 
strengthen the " withered hand," and enu 
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you to receive it. That God, who in hi* 
j mercy provided a Saviour for our world, has 
V also indited the promise, "In his name shall 
the Gentiles trust : Men shall be blessed iii 
him ; in the Lord shall th^ seed of Israel be 
justified, and shall glory.'* 

Art thou unable to repent of thy past 
; transgressions ? Is thy heart abstinate, unre- 
1 lenting, unmelted by all the dishonors done 
I to a forbearing God, and all the sufferings 
i undergone by a compassionate Saviour? 
[ " I will pour upon you," is his divinely gra- 
I cioils promise, a promise more certain than 
i the revolution of the day and night, of sum- 
, mer and winter, " I will pour upon you the 
spirit of grace and supplication, and ye shall 
look upon me whom you have pierced, antt 
mourn for him.'* 1'hat Je&us, " who save 
his life" upon the cross "a ransom for ma- 
ny, is now exalted" upon the throne " to be 
a prince and a Saviour to give repentance 
to Israel and the remission of sins.'* Com- 
mit thy soul with all its obduracy, and im- 
penitence to his softening, sanctifying influ- 
ences. He can make water to flow out of 
the rock, and the oil of grace out of the flinty 
rock of the human heart. 

Hast thou no real love to God? Is thy 
•""'rit "carnal, earthly, sensual," prone te 
low gratifications of the flesh without any 
'ent desires after Jesus, or delight in hint 
:hy portion? The grace of love is abso- 
ely promised. " The Lord thy God will 
cunicise thy heart to love him. " A De\iP 
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heart will I give you, and a new spirit will 
1 put within you : I will take away the sto- 
ny heart and I will give you an heart of 
flesh.", Beloved reader, believe these pro- 
inises to " be yea and amen in Jesus Christy 
infallibly sure through bis perfect sacrifice^ 
and all prevailing intercession; receive 
them and Jesus with his salvation presented 
in them, as made to thyself in particular, a* 
really as if thy name and sirname were en- 
dorsed upon them. And " in whom believ- 
ing," may you " be sealed with that holy 
spirit of promise which is the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the pur- 
chased possession unto the praise of his glory.. 
2. This passage may also be improved 
for the admonition and humiliation of the 
righteous. "Unto whomsoever ivaich is giv- 
en, of them shall much be req^nred," and 
therefore indiiference with re-pect to the 
glory of Jesus and the advancement of his 
kingdom on earth is more inexcusable in 
them than in the children of this world, be- 
cause much more has been done for them. 
Has a sovereign God, passing by others, 
imparted to them the blessings of the cove- 
nant? has he made over to them the un- 
searchable riches of Christ, a complete par- 
don, the adoption of sons, and a title io 
heaven through his atonement, and r 
ousness they are peculiarly obligat > 

love, and serve, and adore him? Thc^ ^ 
constrained to live fo him, and /or hi t 

oiily from the consideration of his ci • f 
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goodnesSi but from the weightier argument 
of electing, and redeeming, and sanctifying 
love, " They are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people ; that they should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called them out of 
darkness into his marvellous light," But, a- 
las ! notwithstanding all the blessings which 
christians have already received, and the in- 
comparably greater mercies which await 
them in reversion, are they not frequently 
cold and indifferent in the service of their 
redeemer and their generation ? What a 
small proportion of their time is employed 
in holding fellowship with the living God by 
prayer, or in devout meditation on their ex- 
alted privileges and prospects, or in search- 
ing the scriptures, this record of their Fa- 
ther's love, this charter of their heavenly 
hope ? How many precious moments are 
wasted, at their occasional interviews, in 
talking about their temporal concerns, and 
the common occurrences of life, but how 
rarely are they occupied in repeating to 
each other the promises of the gospel, in 
conversing about the instructions heard in 
the sanctuary, or relating their spiritual ex- 
ercises, their fears, or joys, or hopes? " Even 
"'ise virgins, the children of the bride- 
n, slumber and sleep/* Where is that 
^r in prayer, " watching thereunto with 
perseverance, and supplication?" that 
jestness and affection " provoking one, 
*^er to love and good works;" those ar- 
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f!ent longings for the communion of God in 
his ordinances, that disinterested zeal for his 
glory which adorn the christian character> 
and to which christians in former ages have 
attained ? How must the holy angels, how 
must the redeemed in heaven be amazed, 
when they look down from their mansions, 
and witness our eagerness in grasping after 
the shadows of time, and our indifference a* 
bout the great, the glorious realities of eter- 
nity ? " llow long wilt thou sleep ?" O be- 
liever. "Are the consolations of God small," 
that thou canst be regardless aboutenjoying 
them? Is the advancement of his glory in 
Ihy generation a trifling object, that thou 
art so indifferent about promoting it ? Is a 
joyful, triumphant meeting with thy Saviour 
in death uninteresting that thou art careless 
about preparation ? Peradventure " at mid- 
night the cry may be made, behold (he 
bridegroom comet h, go ye out to meet 
him," and yet will you suffer your loins to 
be loose, and your lamps glimmering ready 
to expire ? 

Surely then, " if there be any consola* 
tions in Christ; if any fellowship of the 
Spirit ;" if any thing desirable in serving 
Ihy generation ; if any thing important "in 
finishing thy course with joy :" if an;' ^^^^^'r 
interesting in obtaining " an entrance 
dantly into the everlasting kingdom o^ * 

Saviour and Lord, " it is high time to i 5 

out of sleep. Let your loins begird-^' 
bout, and your lights burning ; and ye 
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selves like unto men that wait for their 
Lord : that when he cometh and knocketh 
Ihey may open to him immediately/' 

** And may the God of all grace, who hath 
called us to his eternal glory by Christ Je- 
sus, make you perfect, sta Wish, strengthen, 
settle you :" and to the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, three equally gracious, 
divine, adorable persons in one Jehovah, 
be ascribed " dominion and praise, world 
mthout end/' Amen. 



SERMON IL 

X0KE, XIII, 24, 

Wbr many, I say unto you, will sak to enter 
in, and shall not be able. 

THE salvation of the immortal spi- 
rit is a work at once immensely important 
and difficult. After the sinner has been 
Convinced of his danger, awakened from 
his security, impressed in some degree with 
the rigors of divine justice, and the necessi- 
ty of a reconciliation, he too frequently has 
recourse to a refuge of lies ; he erects for 
' * nself some other " covert from the tem- 
st" of wrath, than Jesus the rock of a- 
3, the true " covert from the storm," de- 
\ed by infinite wisdom, and there dreams 
heaven until he awakes in hell. " Wide 
the gate, and broad is the way that lead- 
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eth to destruction, and many there b 
which go in thereat ; but strait is the gal 
and narrow is the way that leadeth unt 
life, and few there be that find it." Ofthos 
who are baptized in the name of Jesus, wh 
are instructed in the principles of his rel 
gion, and who afterwards put on the mask < 
a profession, many, we have reason to a] 
prehend, will be finally disappointed : 
small proportion of such, comparative] 
speaking, are now travelling " the narrow 
way, or shall hereafter attain the prize i 
immortality. Our Master has forewarne 
us in language explicit and awful, " not ev 
ry one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, sha 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. Man 
tvill say unto me in that day. Lord, Lor« 
have we not prophesied in thy name ? An 
in thy name have cast out devils ? And : 
thy name done many wonderful work* 
And then will I profess unto them, I nev< 
knew you ; depart from me, ye that woi 
iniquity.'* In the oracles of the living G< 
we read of one who " trembled" under tl 
preaching of the word, but have no ass 
ranee that his convictions issued in savii 
conversion : we read of a second wh 
charmed with the excellence of divine trul 
and the glories of the heavenly world, w 
" almost persuaded to be a christian," b 
there is no account that he altogether attai 
ed either the character, or the blessij 
which real religion secures. We read 
another whom " Jesus loved ;" who posse; 
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ed many moral excellencies, many amiable 
and useful qualifications, " but one thing 
was lacking, and that single defect, for ought 
that God has revealed, issued in his damna- 
tion. In the parable of the ten virgins, and 
in the chapter from which our text is select- 
ed, some are represented as approaching the 
Saviour, and expostulating, " Lord, Lord, 
open to us, we have eaten and drunk in thy 
presence, and thou hast taught in our 
streets :" to whom he will indignantly re- 
ply, " I know you not, depart from me, ye 
Vfc^orkers of iniquity/' 

It may not therefore be improper to in- 
quire into the cause of this disappointments 
to ascertain the reason why many who fond- 
ly dream of happiness n0W« shall probably 
come short hereafter ? 

This, with a humble reliance on the Spirit 
of truth for direction, is our present design. 
" Many shall seek to enter in, and shall not 
be able." 

1. It may be remarked that the disap- 
pointment of any does not arise from want of 
mercy in the everlasting God. His grace is 
infinite as his nature ; his mercy is an ocean 
without bottom, without bounds. He hasposi- 
tively pledged his word; he has confirmed it 
^Hh the additional solemnity of an oath for 
5 sinner's encouragement, that he " has no 
jasure in the death of the wicked, but that 
3 wicked would turn from his ways and 
e :" He patiently waits, and affection- 
^'*' expostulates, " Turn ye, turn ye, why 
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will ye die, O house of Israel." Could 11 
eternal God have possibly exhibited a hig 
er display of good will to men, ofcoiupj 
sion towards their miseries, or concern f 
their happiness than by delivering up, free 
delivering up the son of his love as a sac: 
lice and propitiation for our sins. This i 
terposition in behalf of our world proclaii 
louder than language can express the te 
uer mercies of Jehovah, and must for ev 
vindicate his justice in the punishment 
the unbelieving and impenitent. "Whc 
God hath set forth to be a propitiati 
through faith in his blood, to declare ] 
righteousness for the remission of sins tl 
are past, through the forbearance of Go( 
2. Ne ir her carr lire sinner'i inability to ; 
ter be ascribed to any defect of merit in 1 
Divine Redeemer. His blood, being 1 
blood of God and his righteousness the rij 
teousness of God, are infinitely meritoric 
for the redemption of sinners, even the chi 
By the obedience of his life, and the sai 
fice of his cross, the divinely glorious 1 
manuel has amply repaired the injuries 
the broken law ; has satisfied to the very 
termost the demands of vindictive justi 
and has rendered the salvation of man e 
iiently glorifying to each attribute of 
Godhead. — Jehovah is just, immaculat 
"just while he justifies the ungodly, v 
submit to the righteousness of Jesus. H 
in Christ reconciling the world to hims 
not imputing their trespasses unto then 
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He no longer charges transgression to their 
account, but with his own hand draws up 
and signs and seals their sentence of absolu- 
tion. The all sufficiency of the Redeemer's 
satisfaction ; its infinite efficacy for secur- 
ing glory to God, and peace and reconci- 
liation to man is a theme which the great 
apostle frequently and rapturously contem- 
plated ; but he appears to dwell upon it with 
peculiar elevation of heart, and loftiness of 
expression in the following passages — "Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? It is God that justifielh ; who is he 
that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea, 
rather that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us. Where sin abounded, grace 
did much inore abound ; that as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life by Jesus Christ our Lord/' 

3* Neither can the failure of any be ascri- 
bed to want of power in the Holy Ghost, 
either to regenerate or sanctify. As Jesus 
Jehovah is almighty to redeem to the viler- 
mostj the Spirit Jehovah is almighty to sanc- 
tify to the uttermost dX\ who humbly depend 
on his aid. He can easily raise to life, to 
5 life of grace and glory, "the very dead 
trespasses and sins :" With one effort of 
arm he is able to knock off the fetters of 
Tuption and introduce the slave of satan 
o the liberty, the glorious liberty of a son 
God: With one ray of hiscountenance, he 
;>ii. 4. D 2 
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slieds immortal day on the most bl ind, benight 
ed understanding: "He wlio commanded th< 
light to shine out of darkness, shines up 
on the heart, giving the light of the know 
ledge of the glory of God in the fare c 
Jesus Christ. Shall the prey be taken fron 
the mighty, or the lawful captive be delivei 
ed? But thus saith the Lord the Sanctifiei 
even the captives of the mighty shall be tal 
en away and the prey of the terrible sha' 
be delivered, for I will contend with hii 
that contendeth with thee, and I will sav 
thy children." 

4. Neither can the disappointment of an 
proceed from defect in the everlasting cov< 
nant. Myriads of the human race have en 
barked on this bottom, and none bowev< 
weak, however w^orthless, however w^retc! 
ed, ever made shipwreck of their salvatio 
or were disappointed of their hopes. Tl 
ftinner tottering on the brink of perditio 
ready each moment to be overwhelmed I 
tbe billows of wrath, by cleaving to this c 
lestial barge, hath readied the haven of eve 
lasting; rest. — Here "grace i^eigns" to tl 
salvation of all without exception, w^ho sec 
for it in the manner which God hath appoi 
ted. Here is pardon for the most guilt 
holiness for the most polluted, merit for tl 
most undeserving, the most debased; su 
port for the most dejected ; beauty for tl 
most deformed; happiness for the most n 
.serable; liberty for the most enslaved w! 
will come in, ^ Incline your ear," is ti 
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toice of abounding grace to all indiscrimi- 
nately who enjoy the light of revelation ; 
« incline your ear, and come unto me ; hear 
and your soul shall live, and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure 
mercies of David." I therefore call you all to 
record that, if any fail of salvation, their fail* 
tire cannot, without blasphemy, be ascribed 
to God, it does not arise from want of mer- 
cy in the Father, nor from want of merit in 
the Son, nor from want of power and grace 
in the Spirit ; but must be charged utterly 
and everlastingly to the account of tJie sia- 
lier* 

l.^Many are unable io enter in," be- 
cause they do not seek with becoming ear- 
nestness and perseverance. They assume a 
profession of religion, they occasionally read 
their bibles, attend to the preaching of the 
word, and express their assent to the doc- 
trines delivered I Sometimes they feel con- 
viction of sin, under the terrors of the law, 
and perhaps through the common operations 
of the Spirit, and promises of the gospel they 
experience somegleamsof hopcj some emo- 
tions of joy but they advance no> farther.. 
Like the foolish virgins they "take up the 
iamps" of a profession, but are not careful 
']ave them replenished " with oil." They 
not exercise a holy industry in " making 
ir calling and election sure :" They are 
angers to the powerful operations of the 
dne Spirit by which "He convinces" ef- 
*ually "of sin," of its evil nature as re- 
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pugnant to the holy law and dishonoring t 
a holy God : neither are they duly convii 
ced of the awful consequences of sin, as m 
cessarily exposing to misery both temporj 
and eternal. 

Such persons may possibly attain to coi 
siderable discoveries of the Lord Jesi 
Christ, of the excellence of his character, < 
the suitableness of his offices, of the necess 
ty and all-sufficiency of his righteousness 
but they never particularly close with Hii 
as adapted to their own necessities : the 
do not rest their souls on his righteousnes 
as offered to them in particular; they d 
not improve him as "their sanctification" t 
wash them from all their "filthinessboth < 
the flesh and spirit," and therefore come shoi 
of salvation at last. It is not the Lord Jesi 
known in the head, but the Lord Jesus forn 
edin the heart which gives a scriptural hop 
of glory : A mere persuasion that salvatio 
is provided, a general apprehension c 
knowledge of Jesus the Saviour will notsu 
fice. These doctrines are believed in he 
by the damned, as firmly as in hearen b 
the redeemed. An application of this Ri 
deemer, an appropriation of him in his rigl 
teousness, and offices, and fulness to ou 
particular circumstances is indispensabl 
necessary* " To as many," not as heard h: 
name, not as possessed some knowledge c 
his character, neither as yielded a genen 
assent to his doctrines, but "to as many a 
received him," as we receive bread for on 
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nourishment, wine for refreshment, clothes 
for comfort and ornament, " to as many as 
thus received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God.'* A bare persua- 
sion that the paschal lamb was sacrificed did 
not avail for the defence of the Israelites; it 
was the blood of the sacrifice sprinkled up- 
on their door posts which sheathed the sword 
of the destroying angel. — Thus the blood of 
the cross must be sprinkled upon the consci- 
ence for redeeming from hell ; the righte- 
ousness of the adorable Jesus must be impu- 
ted of God, must be appropriated by a liv- 
ing faith for entitling to the glories of his 
kingdom. 

2. " Many are unable to enter in," be- 
cause they <Io not seek in a proper, scriptu- 
ral manner. They expect acceptance with 
God partly by works and partly by grace ; 
partly by their own righteousness, and part- 
ly by the righteousness of the surety, and 
therefore fail of salvation at last. Such, we 
have reason to apprehend, is the condition 
of many- who sustain the christian name, and 
disappointment, without a change, must be 
their inevitable doom. They rest satisfied 
with their own excellencies, their honesty, 
their civility, their moral, virtuous beha- 
jly; they imagine themselves better than 
iny around them, than some who proba- 
r make a noisy profession ; they are not 
lortionerSy they are not adulterers, tiiey are 
'I srvearerSy they are not sabbath-break- 
I, they impart of their substance for the 
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support of ordinances, they abound in dee< 
of charity to the poor; they resolve lo ( 
all they can, and hope that a merciful Go 
for Christ's sake, will overlook what 
wanting. " Such may seek to enter in, b 
shall not be able." Salvation on these terr 
is utterly impossible. There is no accor 
modation between rvorks and grace y the 
is no composition of our attainments, and tl 
merit of Jesus in our reconciliation with tl 
Father. We must either be justified whc 
ly by divine grace, to the exclusion of h 
man rvorks, or wholly by human rvorks to tl 
exclusion of divine grace. Jesus Jehovah 
jealous of his mediatorial honors, and w; 
not divide them with the sinner. — He w 
either possess the whole glory of our salv 
tion or receive no glory at all. We mu 
approach as wholly destitute, as mere be 
gars, would we become interested in tl 
"riches, the unsearchable riches'* of oi 
covenant head. — We must present ourselvi 
as naked, stripped altogether of our person 
excellencies, would we be adorned with tl 
immaculate " robe of his righteousness. ^^ 
must offer ourselves as wholly and desperat 
ly diseased, would we expect healing fro 
this infinite Physician : We must a 
proach as lost irrecoverably in guilt, as u 
deserving, as hell-deserving, would we d 
sire remission of sin through his divine! 
precious, divinely meritorious blood. ] 
short, free, sovereign grace, to the utter e 
elusion of created excellence, is the onl 
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do6r to the region of immorlalify. We 
must either be pardoned/ree/y, justified/ree- 
/y, adopted freely^ sanctified freely y and g^o- 
riQedJreelyj or have " neither part nor lot" 
in the redemption of the Son of God. "Not 
by works of righteousness which we have 
'done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us — ^that being justified by his grace, we 
might be made heirs according to the hopes 
of eternal life." — Let none therefore de- 
ceive themselves with unscriptural confi- 
<lences at the peril of everlasting disappoint- 
ment and confusion. Are they resting in 
whole or in pait upon attainments of their 
own ; are they courting peace to their awa- 
kened consciences, by any other remedy 
than the blood of the Lamb, " they may 
seek to enter in, but shall not be able."— 
Their building rests not on the rock of ages, 
but the sand of earth, which the lightnings 
of divine wrath will cleave to its founda- 
tion. 

3. Many who seek salvation are finally 
disappointed, because tliey are too late in 
their application. They waste in the vani- 
ties of time their golden opportunities of 
mercy ;,^ they are busily occupied in their 
respective employments, some in amuse- 

'ts, others in sensual gratifications, others 

„je pursuit of worldly gain; while they 
^ ^ittle leisure, and feel less inclination to 
^.*d their eternal concerns. During all 
. hurry of worldly employments, or this 
"sion of worldly pleasure their opportu- 
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Dities of salvation pass speedily away, un 
Ibeir season of grace is ended, and the do 
of hope everlastingly closed. To such t 
Divine Redeemer obviously alludes in I 
passage before us, and therefore adds t 
following verse. " When once the masi 
of the house is risen, and hath shut to t 
door, and ye begin to stand without, and 
knock at the door, saying. Lord, Lord, op 
unto us, and he shall answer and say ur 
you, I know you not whence ye are." — Hi 
common, mournfully common is this de 
€ion, this madness among us ? What mu] 
tudes neglect from year to year, from o 
period of their life to another period, i 
weighty interests of eternity ? They inv< 
the order established by the Holy Ghc 
and instead of " seeking first" they se 
**la8t the kingdom of God," and con 
quently seek too late for admission — Th 
postpone the work of their salvation tn 
health to affliction, when the body and i 
mind, through the rage of disease, are equ 
ly unfit for reflection; from manhood to i 
age, when the spirits are broken by bod 
infirmities, or to their dying moments h< 
ing that they will then have time for repe 
ance. When seized by the agonies of dei 
they are instantly alarmed; they begin li 
the " foolish virgins to knock, saying, Lo 
Lord, open to us:" they call for the eld< 
of the church for the ministers of the gosp 
and eagerly solicit an interest in their pn 
ers : they groan out a cry for mercy, a 
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resolve iinniediate amendinent if the Lord 
spare them, but ail their prayers, all their 
resolutions are unavailing*. " Their harvest 
is past, theh' summer is ended,*' the door of 
mercy is shut to open no more, the ears of 
an offended God are deaf to their most fer- 
vent entreaties. Justice, worn out with 
their delays, utters her last thunders, and 
with the lightnings of her vengeance cleaves 
the "cuniberer" to the lowest hell. " He 
that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy." Thus seeking to " enter 
in, they are not able." 

Have we not reason from this doctrine to 
apprehend that disappointment will be the 
end of many who are considered as good 
christians in the world? "The one thing 
needful" is almost the only thing neglected, 
the only object not sought with an earnest- 
ness becoming its vast, its inconceivable, its 
everlasting importance. View men in any 
pursuit, which concerns the present life; 
consider the sons of pleasure who are bent 
on self-gratification ; the man of ambition 
who aspires after the preferments and honors 
of the world ; or the covetous who supreme* 
ly court its wealth. How eager, and un- 
'^'-^aried are they in pursuing their different 
jects! No labor is considered too painful 
be endured, no dangers too awful to be 
countered, no reproach from their fellow 
>rtals too degrading to be borne, no me- 
ids too mean to be embraced. Consider, 
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6lso, tbe man who is languishing un^ler some 
inveterate, alarming disorder, with what di- 
ligence does he embrace every probable me- 
thod of recovery : He calls a physician, he 
listens attentively to his advice, applies with 
care the medicines prescribed ; if one appli- 
cation is unsuccessful he makes experiment 
of another ; nay, he will sacrifice one part 
of his body, an arm, or a leg, as a means of 
preserving his life. — Thus prudent are ''the 
men of this world in their generation." But, 
alas, how simple, how slothful, how inconsi- 
derate do most appear with respect to theii 
everlasting concerns ! Are not the newspa- 
pers read frequently with greater earnest- 
ness than the bible ? Do not many discovei 
more zeal in making sure the election of s 
favorite candidate to some post of honor oi 
interest, than in making sure their own elec 
tipn of God to the glories of his kingdom 
Are they not more anxious to secure theii 
title to a particular house, or farm ; or t( 
make a profitable bargain in trade, than t< 
secure their title to the inheritance of hea 
ven, or appropriate as their own the "incor 
ruptible riches of Jesus the Mediator? Bre 
thren, is this "to take the kingdom of heavei 
by violence?" Can this be called "pressing 
towards the mark, or working out our salva 
lion with fear and trembling ?" Is this tb 
striving urged by the Holy Ghost in the text 
or such as will probably secure our entranc 
" into the kingdom of God ? Be not deceii 
ed:" they have never yet sought religio 
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successfully, who hare not sougbt it su- 
premely; they have never been properly 
exercised about their souls, whose concern 
for their souls has not risen above every 
other concern. 

2. Does it not become everv individual 
immediately to ascertain his own spiritual 
character ? " Examine yourselves whether 
you be in the faith : prove your ownselves/' 
When the apostles were informed by their 
Master that one of them should betray him, 
each instantly inquired for himself, " Lord, 
is it I? Lord, is it I?" When v^^e learn from 
the holy oracles that many who now expect 
salvation shall be finally disappointed, each 
professor of his religion ought to inquire, 
«*Lord, is it 1?'^ Am I only "reprobate silver," 
which shall hereafter be rejected of the 
righteous judge ? Have I barely the lamp 
of a profession, without oil, the unction of 
the Holy One? the mask of religion, without 
its reality? to whom the great Master of the 
house will declare, " I know you not, 
whence you are." Would you, brethren, 
be siatisfied on this all interesting inquiry? 
prove yourselves by the following marks. 
Have you ever been truly earnest in seek- 
ing the salvation of your souls ? Have you 
' "isidered it as a matter of everlasting im- 
rtance, as incomparably more interesting 
m any other concern, than all other con- 
;ns, and therefore been determined on ob- 
ning it ; resolving, from a conviction that 
»"• eternal all is at stake, " to take the 
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kingdom of hearen by violence?" Hare 
there been moments when like the hoJy pa- 
triarch you wrestled with the Redeeming 
Angel, refusing to "let him go without bh 
blessing?" This is what in scripture is call 
ed " seeking first the kingdom of God ;" oi 
"giving all diligence to make your calling 
and election sure." 2. Are you willing, ar€ 
you desirous, to know your real charactei 
and condition ; to know how you stand re- 
lated to Jehovah, w^hether in a stale of re 
conciliation, or of wrath ? The superficia 
merchant is in a gfeat measure regardles 
of his real situation ; he is rarely €mploye< 
in examining his books or balancing bis ac 
counts ; he looks chiefly to the opinion en 
lertained of him by his neighbors, and is sa 
tisfied with being considered as flourishin] 
in his situation ; but the more prudent wil 
be frequently searching his books, compai 
5ng his credit and debt, to ascertain whethe 
liis condition be prosperous or declining 
Thus the mere hypocrite rarely searche 
his own heart; he is little concerned abovi 
that mystery of iniquity which is there cor 
cealed ; he is more anxious to know hi 
character in the opinion of men, than hi 
condition in the eyes of a holy God. Bi 
those who are really exercised to godlinej 
are chiefly concerned about the inward mar 
they will occasionally turn their eyes upo 
their own hearts ; and endeavor to detei 
those corruptions which malignantly lur 
within ; they will be fervently praying wil 
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the holy Psalmist, "search me, O God, and 
know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts ; and see if there be any wicked 
way in me;" they will be representing to 
the great Physician this and the other spiri- 
tual complaint, imploring the healing balm 
of his covenant : they will be acknowledg- 
ing their secret faults, and open transgres- 
sions, asking forgiveness through the riches 
of his grace. 3. Are you willing to make 
any sacrifice which the scriptures require 
in pursuing this all important matter ? "They 
that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts." Are you ready 
to crucify whatever inclinations tend to 
cloud the glory of Jesus, or interrupt the 
work of your salvation ? Could you cheer- 
fully mortify your most darling lusts ; would 
you willingly bring your most beloved idols, 
and dash them against the cross of the Sa- 
yiour ? I do not inquire whether you are 
willing to crucify a particular inclination; 
Hiost would consent to a sacrifice of that na- 
ture. One man is chiefly devoted to plea- 
sure, to the gratifications of the flesh, and is 
regardless in a great degree of every other 
worldly consideration : Another man idol- 
izes his wealth, saying to gold, " thou art my 
^^'^pe, and to fine gold, thou art my confi- 
~ce," and, in the possession of this favorite 
,^ct, could easily deny himself every 
ier enjoyment : A third grasps at worldly 
fiors, aspires after promotion in society, 
^ little regards cither amusement or ga in, 

OL. 4, E 2 
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Could you cheerfully crucify either, or all 
those inclinations for the enjoyment of Christ 
Jesus, and his salvation ? It is this consider- 
ation which renders the gospel a " hard say- 
ing" to thousands ; which renders the gate 
to glory too strait^ too narrow for their ad- 
niisvSion. They would willingly be saved, 
but they desire salvation upon their own 
terms: Fondly they would inherit "the 
pearl of great price," but they are not dis- 
posed "to sell all" for that possession: They 
arc not willing to give up their ease, and sin- 
ful pleasures, and unlawful gains- The in- 
heritance of glory cannot possibly be attain- 
ed on such terms. Jesus Jehovah came not 
"to .save his people in their sins," but "fron» 
tlieir sins ;" not only to restore them by the 
atonement of his cross to the favor of God^ 
but also by the operations of his Spirit to 
conform them to the image, and dispose 
them for the service of God. " If any man 
will come after me," was the challenge of 
the great "Captajn of our salvation," in the 
days of his ministry upon earth, (and the 
terms of discipleship are precisely the same 
at this day) ^' if any man will come after me. 
let him deny himself j" he must become will 
ing to lost his life in this world, that he may 
save it in the world to come : "Right arms' 
must be lopt off, " right eyes must be pluck 
ed out," our darling lusts must be sacrificed 
or we shall not enter the kingdom of God 
Holiness will be the aim of all the triiefol 
lowers of Jesus, although it is not fully at 
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tained by any: although none are coinplete- 
ly delivered from the power of any corrup- 
tion, yet they deliberately give themselves 
up to the influence of no corruption* " Be- 
ing made free'' froni the condeuination of 
sin through the atoning blood of the Lamb, 
"and become servants to God" by their own 
voluntary dedication, they will endeavor 
" to have their fruit unto holiness, and the 
end everlasting life/* 

3. This subject may be concluded by 
urging all immediately to comply with the 
exhortation of the text, "strive," earnestly 
" strive that ye may enter in at the straight 
gate." Surely if any thing be entitled ta 
our unwearied pursuit; if any thing claims 
our constant, our ardent attention, by day and 
by night, it must be the happiness, the end- 
less happiness of the soul. Awake, therefore, 
to a holy earnestness in securing this infi- 
nitely important concern. — " Labor not for 
the meat that perisheth, but for that w^hich 
endureth to everlasting life, which the Son 
of man shall give you." Reflect, beloved 
reader, that thou must succeed, or thy soul 
shall perish, and that for ever. As a mean of 
awakening you to becoming diligence and 
importunity, contemplate the prize to be ob- 
"ned, "glory and honor and immortality; 
aes that are unsearchable ; an inheritance 
t is incorruptible ; a crown of glory that 
eth not away," and " palms" which shall 
rish in immortal bloom; the communion 
-^hovah, Father, Son and Spirit, in his un- 
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utterable glories and consolations. Consi 
der, on the other hand, the miseries to b< 
avoided, ** the blackness of darkness for e 
ver ; weeping and wailing and gnashing o 
teeth ; a lake which the breath of an aveng 
ing God like a stream of brimstone will se 
on fire." These, brethren, are not ray doc 
trines, then they might be regarded with ir 
difference ; they are the " true sayings c 
God," and would to God you all heard thet 
with a solemnity becoming the majesty c 
their author, and their immense, infinite in 
portance. " He will render to every ma 
according to his works ; to them who, by p{ 
ti^nt continuing in well doing, seek for glc 
ry, and honor, and immortality, eternal lifi 
But unto them that are contentious and d 
not obey the truth, but obey unrjghteou 
ness, indignation and wrath, tribulation ar 
anguish upon every soul of man that doe 
evil, of the .Tew first, and also of the Gentile 
Read the procedure of the adorable Judg 
and the final destiny of all men described 
language, more interesting by the holy Eva 
gelist. " When the Son of Man shall coe 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with hii 
then shall he sit on the throne of his glor 
and before him shall be gathered all natioi 
and he shall separate them one from the o1 
er, as a shepherd dividetli the sheep from t 
goats; and be shall set the sheep on 1 
right hand and the goats on his left. Th 
shall the King say to them on his right bai 
come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 1 
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kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
iion of the world : Then shall he say also to 
them on the left hand, depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels/' Art thou unconcern- 
ed where will be thy station on that awful 
occasion, whether on the right hand or on 
the left hand of the judge? art thou uninte- 
rested to what thou wilt be awarded, wheth- 
er to endless life or endless perdition? or 
wilt thou be indulged to sland merely as a 
spectator? "As the Lord liveth, and as thy 
Boul liveth," thou, even thou thyself, wheth- 
er bond or free, whether male or female, 
whether rich or poor, shalt constitute a por- 
4ion of the throng, either of the damned or 
the redeemed ; thine own eyes shall behold 
the judge in the full blaze of his glory ; thine 
own ears shall hear from his lips thino 
unchanging destiny. Are all these miseries 
dreadful? shouldst thou not aim without 
delay to avoid them ? Are all these joys, 
these glories desirable? shouldst thou not 
earnestly strive for obtaining them? O, 
my brethren, be not slothful in the great 
work of salvation. Is not the prospect of 
inheriting eternal life ; " of shining as the 
gun in the kingdom of our Father ; of being 
*^TT^r ^vith the Lord, beholding his beauty, 
1 satiisfied" with his consolations, is not 
s prospect sufficient to prompt us care- 
ly to use each mean of salvation ? Read 
ily, read diligently, "the holy scriptures; 
^v are all given by inspiration of God;^ and 
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sre profitable for doctrine, for reproof, foj 
correction and instruction in rigliteousness 
These are written that ye might believe thai 
Jesiis Christ is the Son of God, and that be- 
lieving, ye might have life through his name/' 
Does the pliilosopher, merely to gratify his 
curiosity, search eagerly into the various ap- 
pearances of nature ? Does the student waste 
the midnight lamp in pursuit of knowledge, 
which is at best hui perishing in its nature; 
which can impart no hope m a dying mo- 
ment? and shall we neglect those Scriptures 
" wliich testify of Jesus," and which, when 
sanctified by the Spirit of grace, " make wise 
unto salvation ? Unto us are given exceed- 
ing great and precious promises," and sal- 
vation in these promises ; and thanks be to 
God, they are all given that thoy may be 
read, and received into actual possession.— 
Again, attend diligently, and conscientious- 
ly the preacliing of the word. No matter 
what o])inion the world generally entertains 
of this ordinance. Altliough considered/ee- 
lle by sonje, and foolish by others, it has in 
all ages been eminently countenanced for 
the conversion of sinners. "It has pleased 
God by tiic ft^olishness of preaching to save 
them that believe. Faith usually comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
Of Zion it shall be said, this and i. » 

was born in her." There, throi e 

instrumentality of the gospel, and V- 
cy of the sanctifying Spirit, they v 
vinced " of sin, and of righteousnesp - f 
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judgment." There, they were driven to 
despair of any help, or hope in themselves, 
and were led to the covert of the Redeem- 
er's blood as their only, and everlasting re- 
fuge. Suffer no opportunity of waiting on 
the sanctuary to be neglected. Thomas was 
absent at the first interview of our Lord with 
his apostles, and therefore was permitted to 
continue eight days in unbelief. Thus, if we 
are the children of election, by deliberately 
neglecting this means of salvation, we may 
be left days, and weeks, and months "to 
blindness of mind" and impenitence of heart. 
Again, pray ; frequently, fervently pray for 
the sealing influences of the Holy Ghost — 
without his co-operating grace, all your read- 
ing, and hearing, and meditating must be ut- 
terly unprofitable ; they will neither avail 
to the glory of God, nor your spiritual edi- 
fication. When, therefore, you cast your 
eyes on the sacred volume, looi up by ear- 
nest supplication in the name of Jesus that 
he would "open your eyes to behold won- 
drous things out of his law ;" that he would 
render it an efiectual instrument of impart- 
ing light to your understandings, and holi- 
ness to your hearts. When the Sabbath 
draws near, let it be your prayer in secret, 
^■''! as you approach the holy temple, that 
. stoppings of Jesus Jehovah may be seen 
his sanctuary ; that he would graciously 
^ct the speaker to seasonable truths, and 
.rerfully apply his message to your own 
'»^, and the hearts of all. 
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May the Lord God enable you " so lo 
run," that ye may at last " obtain the prize ;" 
so " to strive," that ye may finally " enter his 
everlasting kingdom." 

« Come from the four winds, O breath," 
thou Spirit Jehovah, who hast engaged in 
the eternal counsels to apply the salvation 
of Jesus, "and breathe upon our slain that 
they may live." And to thee the Holy 
Ghost, with the Eternal Son, and ever bles- 
sed Father, "the God of all grace" shall be 
ascribed thanksgiving and praise, in time and 
through eternity. Amen, 



SERMON III. 

iBMuMcMtMcikkliMahk 

1 JOUN V. 11. • 

This is the record^ that God hath given to us 
tttrncd lifcy and this life is in his Son. 

A MAN tossed upon the billows, 
and liable each monfient to be overwhelmed, 
eagerly snatches the first object which pro- 
mises relief. A man long afiiicted with the 
gotit, or gravel, or any other exquisite dis- 
order, doomed to restless days and restless 
nights, anxiously improves each probable 
method of cure. To one who had k..^^- • 
cd in some loathsome dungeon ; who I I 
been' shut out from the society of men, b • 
cheering would be the light of natural d , 
or the pleasures of social life ! To the wre^ 
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ffho had pined days and months and yearn 
inubject seiritude ; who had been the sport 
of unfeeling oppression, and tortured with 
its iron chain, bow reviving would be the 
prospect of liberty! To the iHan who stood 
ooDvicted of some capital crime, and hourly 
expected the execution of the sentence pass- 
ed upon him, how animating tlie message of 
pardon for his oifence, and restoration to the 
privileges of a citizen ! Inconceivably more 
cheering and reviving is the proclamation of 
peace and forgiveness to the guilty, self-con- 
demned sinner; to him who feels in his con-* 
science the forebodings of damnation, and is 
afraid every moment of " falling into the 
hands of the living God*'' 

Sinner, is this thy condition ! art thou by 
nature and practice an heir of the curse? 
does thy heart occasionally tremble, thix^ugh 
fear of the execution of this curse? "Be- 
hold, 1 bring thee good tidings of great joy; 
unto thee is born a Siaviour, even Christ the 
Lord:" for thee a fiill redemption is provid- 
ed ; to thee this redemption is freely y uncon- 
ditionally offered^ "This is the record that 
God bath given to us ;" what ? to be arrayed 
in scarlet ; " to fare sumptuously every day :" 
to bear the palms of victory, or wear upon 
'"'5ads the crown of royalty ? — " A re- 
'-^finitely more precious is presented 
lal God halh given to us eternal 
i this life is in his Son." 
1 the last Lord*s day, I endeavored to 
^ct those false, unscrlptural refuges to 
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which the awakened sinner to© frequently 
iias recourse. I attempted to point out the 
principal reasons, why many, " who seek to 
enter in," are finally disappointed. It is my 
present design, relying on the same grace 
for assistance, to direct your eyes to Jesus 
Christ, the true " covert from the storm," 
that " city 6f refuge," appointed by Jehovah, 
where the " avenger of blood" shall never 
overtake. " This life is in his Son." 

This subject naturally suggests 1st, a pri- 
vilege bestowed, life; or, as it is expressed 
in the preceeding clause of the text, "eter- 
nal life :" and 2d, it represents our Lord 
Jesusasthe only medium through which it 
is bestowed, "this life is in his Son*" 

And may the Spirit of the Son descend 
graciously on every heart and seal our title 
to this "eternal life," while we are employ- 
ed in proclaiming, and hearing the gospel 
of his salvation. 

The life mentioned implies, 

1. Justification through the righteousness 
oiihe SoUy by which we become legally alive: 
by which act of the Father, imputing the 
atonement of Christ Jesus the Lord, we are 
acquitted from the sentence of condemna- 
tion, and entitled to future glory. The 
truth, beloved brethren, is alarming, but it 
is not less certain than alarming, that our 
condition is naturally a condition of wrath ; 
that, as the offspring oi fallen Adam, our 
representative in the covenant of works, 
we also h^re fallen froiiiour original righte- 
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nasness; and are therefore exposed, justly 
exposed to all misery both temporal and e- 
ternal- This is my condition, this is your 
condition, this is the condition of each indi- 
vidual of the human family without union 
to our Lord Jesus Christ the second Adarn, 
and forgiveness through his blood. " By 
the offence of one, judgment c^e upon all 
men to condemnation* There is none righ- 
teous, no not one. What things soever the 
law saith, it saith to them who are under the 
law, that every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world may. become guilty before 
God." But Christ Jehovah, the second 
Adam, as our surety, and substitute, has ex- 
piated our guilt : he has with his own blood 
cancelled " the hand writing that was against 
us, and, nailing it to his cross," has rendered it 
void for ever. He has by his vicarious death 
" abolished our death, finished transgression, 
made an end of sin, made reconciliation for 
iniquity, and brought in everlasting righte- 
ousness." How reviving is the testimony 
of the Holy Gliost concerning Jesus, and 
the perfection. of his satisfaction! Thishea-^ 
venly Witness multiplies language: He 
uses argument upon argument to convince 
that, in th,e Saviour's blood, there is eternal 
"ity ; a reconciliation which never can be 
•ken. "There is no condemnation to 
m that are in Christ Jesus. He is the 
I of the law for righteousness to : every 
i that believelh. By him all that be- 
-''^ -" who improve his sacrifice for remis- 
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ness for reconciliati^fl to God, " are justified 
from all things, from which they could not 
be justified by the law of Moses." His obe- 
dience being the obedience of Jehovah mad^ 
Jleshy wasfuHy sufiScienlto expiale the guilt 
contracted, and restore the» inheritance for- 
feited by thefeikire of Adam in the corenant 
of works. It is therefore styled " plenteous 
redemption;" an "everlastingrighleousness; 
abundance of grace, and of the gift of righte- 
ousness:" and "his one offering" is represent- 
ed in scripture as " perfecting forever them 
that are sanctified." The living God, who is 
necessarilyjiw*/ who will "by no mean« 
clear the guilty" without full satisfaction to 
his injured honors, " is now in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself; pacified to- 
wards his people for all that they have 
done;" nay,, hc ahwndantly pardons their 
transgressions. He pardons abundantly j 
the graeious deed is infinitely pleasing to 
himself ; it is perfectly consistent, nay, etisp- 
nally gbrifying to his perfections as the 
moral Governor of the world. Although 
"^race reigns, it reigns through righte- 
ousness ;" these sister attributes of the God- 
head perfectly concur and harmonize in this 
method of reconeiltation ; our justification 
through the sacrifice of the infinite Redeem- 
er is an act of the strictest justice, no less 
than of the richest mercy. 

2. The privilege expressed in the textJoH 
plies a life of sanctifieatioji ; a. life wbick 
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^ioiislsts in conformity to the image of God^ 
and qualifies for his service and enjoyment. 
•* I will put my Spirit within you," is the 
promise of this heavenly record, ''I will 
put my Spirit within you, and ye shall live;" 
Jehovah the Redeemer, by the energies of 
his Spirit, breathes upon the sinner in the 
moment of regeneration, causes life to en- 
ter him who was formerly " dead in tres- 
passes," and makes him spiritually alive, 
alive to God and his ovB^n eternal happiness^ 
—This renovatiow of the heart forms an es- 
sential, yea, a principal part of that salva- 
tion, which was procured by Christ the Me- 
dial or of the covenant, and is promised in 
bis gospel. The jut^tification of the sinner 
is immediately in order to his sanctification ; 
that, *' being made free from sin, he might 
have his fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting lifeJ"' The eternally glorious 
Surety ** gave himself for us, not only to 
redeem from all iniquity," to remove the 
curse by sustaining that curse, " to destroy 
death," by undergoing that death, " but al- 
so to purify Ufito himself a peculiar people, 
zealous ofgood works." This spiritual life, 
which is "manifested by love to God, delight 
in his o] • -nances, obedience to his com- 

-'■jrrc. , submission to his will, and zeal 

" * ~nor, is a chief promise of the gos- 

i^a...cipal blessing of the everlasting 

^'^"ant, and may be justly numbered a* 

..^ the most precious fruits which grow 

Calvary's cross. Next to the glory of ; 

• 4. F 2 
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God, our restoration to the divine imagisr 
and service is uniformly held forth in scrip- 
ture as the great design of our recovery 
through the mediation of Jesus.. " We are 
predestinated to be conformed to the image 
of his Sonr. Chosen to be holy, and without 
blame before him in love : We are his work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that^ 
we should walk in them/* 

3. This life implies eternal blessedness m 
the immediate presence and fruition of God - 
— " This is the end" of the believer*s/ai7A^ 
the consummation of his joy. Grace in time 
is glory in the bud ; glory through eternity 
is grace in the full blown blossom. The re- 
generation of the chosen tribes, their adop- 
tion, their pardon, their perseverance, tbeir 
consolations here, are the "first fruits;" their 
glory hereafter is the " fuli matured harvests 
These ransomed of the Lord ;" those whonv 
he has redeemed from the guilt of sin by the 
effusion of his blood, and from its domin- 
ion by the efficacy of his grace, " shall re- 
turn, and come to Zion with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads; they shall ob^ 
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away." In the present state, 
when our understandings are so clouded 
with ignorance, and our hearts so depraved 
by remaining corruption, we form very im- 
perfect conceptions of the happiness of hea^ 
van ; of tlie nature of that communion which 
*' the spirits of the just made perfect" enjoy 
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With Jehovah, and their unspeakable bles^ 
sedness in that Gommunion ; yet, in condes- 
cension to our weakness, tlie joys of heaveuw 
are frequently held forth under natural ima- 
ges. In order to represent that dignity to- 
which the redeemed sludl hereafter be pro- 
moted ; to shew that complete, eternal vic- 
tory, which they have obtained over all op- 
position, heaven is called a " kingdom which: 
ranaat be moved," and the righteous appear. 
" sitting with the Mediator upon his throne>. 
having palms" in their hands, and ** crown* 
of glory" upon their heads. Sometimes, to* 
express the fulness of their joys ; to shewthafc 
their largest de;?ires are completely^ satis- 
fied, they^ are said to " hunger no more, nei- 
ther thirst any more :" Again, to teach us 
that their joys are not only boundless in their 
nature, but endless in their duration, that 
" inheritance," which as heirs of God they 
shall possess, is pronounced " incorruptible 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 
To express the purity of their enjoyments, 
and to teach us, that without holiness here, 
there can be no happiness hereafter ; it is 
compared to " a pure river of water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and the Lamb." So intimate, 
c^^w^/i^ofing is the fellowship which the re- 

. shall enjoy with their covenant Je- 

" that they are said to behold him, 

to face; to see him as he is," and 

_:now even as they are known."— ^ 

*** ^hall I say more ? " Eye hath not seen. 
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not etit heard ; neither have enfei'ed into the 
heart of inan» the thitigs which God hath 
prepared for them that lore him." Eternity 
alone can unfold the infinite import of this 
record, " God hath given to us eternal life.?* 

Some perhaps are ready to exclaim, "bless- 
ed are the people that are in this condition ;" 
highly favoied they are indeed who mtty 
claim as their own " an inheritunce" so greai^ 
unutterably' great: But " wherewith ^all I 
come before the Lord?'* Bow can I secure 
my title to eternal life ?f*' 

Is such your inquiry V we* proceed to an- 
swer it by illustrating the second proposi* 
tion : " This life is in his Son," in Jesus the 
Mediator of the new cov,enant. "The gift 
of God is eternalilife,. through Jesus Christ 
eur Loitl."' 

1. ThiiB life is Tn tiie Son of God as the 
original purchaser. Although the blessings 
of salvation are perfectly free to the sinner ; 
made over as an absolute^ sovereign gift; 
without any condition required on our part ; 
yet they wc5re costly, beyond expression 
costly to the Son of God. For the accom- 
plishment of this salvation, he wept, and bled; 
and died. " Thou art not redeemed," be- 
liever, and let the consideration often melt 
thy heart with holy wonder, and raise from 
thy lips hallelujahs of praise to the conde- 
scending, suffering Saviour, " thou art not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christy fx% of a lamb without blemish and 
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without spot : He bare thy sins in his owm 
body upon the tree, that thou being dead 
from sin raightst Jive wnlo righteousness." 
When thou art nieditatrng on thy present 
privileges, the pardon of thy sins and the re- 
conciliation of thy person, on thy translation 
from the rude, wretched family of nature^ 
to the high dignity of a son of God, and an 
heir of eternal life; when thou art experien- 
cing in thy soul the manifestations of thy 
» Father's love, and rejoicing in the prospect 
of his more intimate fellowship hereafter, re- 
member that to Jesus the Surety thou art 
utterly and eternally indebted. " He wa* 
wounded for thy transgressions; he wa« 
bruised for thine iniquities." For thee he 
stooped to the meanness of the manger ; for 
thee he endured innumerable " sorrows 
through life;" for thee he underwent the 
more exquisitely painful sufferings in the 
garden and the cross ; all these he underwent 
in thy nature, placed in thy covenant room^ 
and bearing by imputation thy transgres- ] 
sions. *^It became him, of whom are all j 
things, and by whom are all things, in bring- 
ing many sons to glory/*^ in bringing th«er 
to glory, " to make the CaptaJn of thy salva^ 
tion perfect through sufferings/^ 

'" '^^^ life is in the Son of God as the 
'^"oprietor; as the great trustee 

ill - . essings of redemption. He 

-efore represented in. this capacity 
'1 of grace and truth ; as having all t 
ii»./ir nf wisdom and knowledge :" 
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passessiiig " all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily/' It constituted a part of the Re- 
deemer's humiliation^ that he became the 
Father's servant as the purchaser; it also 
constitutes a part of hJs medialorial* glory, 
that he is now ordained the proprietor o£ 
the covenant with its boundless benefits* 
♦^ The Father loveth the Son," delights ii> 
him as that illustrioirs personage through 
whose undertaking and oflSces "glory in* 
the highest results" to himself^ and never 
ending happiness to man, "and hath com- 
mitted all things into his hand^" The blood 
of the covenant, which procures the remis- 
sion of guilt ; the righteousness of the cove- 
nant, which constitutes our title to heaven ; 
the grace of the covenant, by which we arei^ 
restored to the image of God, and mad^ 
nieet for his enjoynnent ; the promises of thq 
covenant, which are the great instrument of 
our sanetification, and support, all center in 
Jesus as the glorious proprietor^ 

3. " This life is in the Son of God" as the 
constant administrator ; To him is entrust- 
ed the communication of all blessings, both. 
5n grace and glory ; both in time and through: 
eternity. He is the only medium of com- 
munion between an ofiended God, and an 
apostate world- " 1 am the door," he de- 
clares, " by me if any man enter in he shall 
be saved ; he shall go in and out and find 
pastures." This is no inconsiderable part 
of his exaltation as Mediator, that he dispen- 
ses in the church uiilitant on earth> and the 
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clinrch triumphant in hearen, that salvation 
' which he procured by the sufferings of his 
[ cross. He is now elevated as " head over 
f all things to the church, which is his body ; 
the fulness of him that fillelh all in all : Him 
haih God exalted witii his right hand to be a 
Prince and Saviour to give repentance to 
Israel and remission of sin." He constant- 
ly intercedes, as the advocate within the veil, 
and sends down the Holy Ghost in his puri- 
fying influences and abundant consolations. 
His administration of the covenant, however, 
is not peculiar to this world, but shall con- 
tinue in heaven through eternity. True it 
is, the Lord Jesus, at the general judgment, 
** will deliver up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father:*' as a faithful servant he will 
render an account of his work fully accom- 
plished ; he will present the whole society 
of the redeemed, all that were chosen of the 
Father, all that were bought with his own 
blood, all that were sanctified by the Spirit, 
a " glorious church: He will justify his own 
procedure in every circumstance of bring- 
ing them into the covenant, of keeping them 
from final apostacy, and of building them up 
to the " stature of perfect men ; but this 
surrender will only be temporary, and as it 
] .Is the present manner of administra- 

1 3 mediatorial kingdom shall after- 

*^e assumed in a form more glorious 
; changing. To the Son as Mediator, 

i ir common head, the redeemed from 

"^ men will continue subject for ever 
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Bnd through him ihey will remain most intt* 
mately related to each other, and to unsii> 
ning angels. Through him they will enjoy 
the most blissful, transporting fellowship 
\rith the Father and the Holy Ghost. As a 
prophet Hfi will eternally remain the light 
and glory of the Jerusalem above, and shin^ 
ing upon the understandings of his spiritual 
offspring, he will lead them deeper and deep-^ 
er into the misteries of redemption ; he will 
enable them to form more exalted concep* 
1 ions of that w isdom, and sovereignty, and con- 
descension which are displayed in this won^ 
drous dispensation. " The city had no need 
of the sun, neitherof the moon, to shine in if ;'^ 
DO need of ordinances, the word read, the 
gospel preached, the sacraments dispensed ; 
** for the glory of God did lighten it> and the 
Lamb is Uje light thereof." The Son will 
continue tlirough eternity "a priest upon 
his throne :" he will present himself as " the 
Lamb that waB slain/' exhibiting to his righ- 
teous Father the marks of his crucifixion^ 
and demanding on this account a perpetui* 
ty of blessedness to his people. As a king, 
elevated to the highest glory, he will ever- 
lastingly stand forth the object of adoration 
and thanksgiving to the blessed inhabitants. 
The armies of heaven will pass in review be- 
fore him ; they will cast their crowns at his 
feet in the most profound humility, and with 
adoring lips worship him as " the Lamb that 
was slain, and redeemed them to God by his 
own blood. I beheld^ and lo, a great multi- 
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t»de which no man could number, of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands ; and cried with a loud voice, 
saying, salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb.'* 

Thus our Lord Jesus will retain for ever 
bis mediatorial character, and continue tiie 
inseparable bond of union between the Fa- 
ther and the redeemed. Through his per- 
son as Immanuel, the glories of the Godhead 
will burst forth upon them in inconceivable 
lustre, and their adorations in return ascend 
with acceptance to the Godhead. The Chris- 
tian's life is therefore represented as " hid 
with Christ in God. He is the Alplia and 
Omega, the beginning and ending of their 
present hope and future consolations." In 
him all the promises were made from eterni- 
ty past, and by him and through him they 
will all be executed through eternity to 
come. 

" *Ti8 Jesus fills our hearts below. 
With holy faith and heavenly love. 
From Jesus all our joys shall flow 
In the blest realms of lig^ht above. 

Jesus, his lore, his ^ace, his name 
Pour gladness roimd the heavenly throng : 
These all their golden harps proclaim. 
These swell the notes of every song," 

3Ur own imaginations must naturally 

^est the application of this doctrine. 

e we not justly called to admire and 

^Ae the goodnesst)f Godin thus appointing 

beloved Son to be the Saviour of men ; 
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What, believer, was the procuring cause of 
ihy reconciliation to that Sovereign whom 
thou hadst so often offended, and to whose 
tvrath thou wast justly exposed ? Was it 
*^ the blood of rams or of he goats ?" These, 
however costly in themselves, were unequal 
lo the demands of that justice which thou 
hadst provoked ; of that law which thou 
hadst broken ? "Thousands of rams, or ten 
thousands of rivers of oil" could not have 
availed. Had creation been one altar, and 
all the lambs which sport, and all the oxen 
ivhich graze upon ten thousand mountains 
one offering, the sacrifice must have been re*^ 
jected of Jehovah. 

Whom, christian, did HE substitute in thy 
room, and punish that thou mightst escape ? 
Was it thy neighbor, thy kinsman, thy bro- 
ther? This might have displayed distinguish- 
ing goodness to thee, but could never have 
brought glory to himself. " None could by 
any means redeem bis brother, nor give to 
God a ransom for him." Who, then, was the 
surety and sufferer for sinful, perishing man? 
Was it an angel of light ? one of those exalt- 
ed seraphs or cherubs that approach near 
the uncreated Majesty, and shine in the glo- 
ries of his throne? The offering, however 
precious, would have fallen infinitr^^^ -v,^w 
of the high demands. The sacrific 
the angels in heaven could not have j.« 
away the guilt of a single transgressi< 
Whom then did the eternal God offer as ^ 
sacrifice and propitiation? Hear, O br^^ 
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ren, and admire ; hear and adore tlie won- 
drous truth. It was his Equal ; his Fellow ; 
" the man of his right hand ; the Son of his 
love ; the brightness of his glory ; the ex- 
press image of his person. He spared not 
his ow^n Son, but delivered him up for us all. 
We have seen and do testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 
Awake, O sword,'^ was the dreadful com- 
mand ; a command not more full of wonder 
in itself; nor more full of horror to the Sure- 
ty, than of consolation to ue ; a command 
which filled all heaven with amaze, and rais- 
es to their highest notes the harps of its shi- 
ning throng ; " awake, O sword, against my 
Shepherd, and against the man that is my 
Fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts. Lord, what 
is man, that thou art mindful of him ? Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath bestow- 
ed upon us." Let us all begin in time the 
employment of eternity, and aim at compre- 
hending with all saints " what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and heighth, and to 
know the love of Christ which passeth know- 
ledge.'' ^ 

2. This doctrine may be improved for se- 
rious inquiry ; for an impartial examination 
of our spiritual condition. Have we a real 
'"*erest in the blessings represented ? are we 
legal heirs of this eternal lift ? The re- 
' to this question is short and ^simple. " If 
be Christ's, then and not otherwise are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
— omise. This life/' says the word of 
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truth, « is in his Son," and by union to the 
Son of God, by appropriating him as the free 
gift of the Father, we become interested in 
this unspeakable blessing; we secure our 
title to all the promises of the Gospel, to all 
the privileges of the Saviour's purchase, to 
the inheritance of grace and glory. 

As a means of assisting you in ascertain- 
ing your spiritual character, the following 
plain, scriptural marks are proposed. Have 
you ever been deeply convinced of your 
guilt, of your danger by nature, and brought 
to despair of recovery by any wisdom, or 
lufficiency of your own ?— The sinner must 
discover his disease to be desperate ; to be 
entirely beyond the skill of man or angel,^ 
before the great Physician will be employ- 
ed, or the balm of Gilead, the healing influ- 
ence of the crogs, will be applied. The first 
office, therefore, of the Holy Ghost, in the 
application of redemption, is " to reprove, 
or convince the person of sin; to abase him 
in his own estimation by discovering his ag- 
gravated guilt, his deep pollution, his abject 
wretchedness. Thus He throws the sinner 
at the feet of sovereign mercy, and obliges 
him, with the apostle, to cry out, " Lord, 
w^hat wilt thou have me to do?" Or, with 
Hezekiah the king, " O Lord, I am o 
ed, undertake for me." The high to 
imaginations of the man are then le^^.* 
his pride and self-confidence are prostral 
in the dust ; he renounces his own wisd< 
as the veriest folly ; his own rigb***'^^ 
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mere guilt and condemnation ; his purity as 
loathsomeness and pollution ; every scheme 
of self-justification utterly vanishes, and he 
is willing that free grace become all in all 
in his salvation. 

Again, " to them that believe," says one 
apostle, ** the Lord Jesus is precious." The 
true circumcision is described by another a- 
postle as ** rejoicing in Christ Jesus, and ha- 
ving no confidence in the fleshy" What think 
you of Christ the Saviour 1 Does he appear 
in your esteem " altogether lovely, the chief- 
est among ten thousands;" incomparably 
glorious in his promises, and relations, and 
righteousness, and salvation I Are you re- 
joicing in his various offices ; delighting in 
him as your prophet, who enlightens the spi- 
titually blind ; who gives all necessary in- 
struction ; who has promised to guide by his 
counsel, and afterwards receive to his glo- 
ry I Are you glorying in his righteousness 
as your only confidence, as the only founda- 
tion of your acceptance with the Father ? 
When conscience accuses of guilt, have you 
immediate recourse to that fountain which 
he lias opened for pardon, desiring to be 
justified freely through the redemption that 
is in him ? Are all approaches to the living 
'^ 1 in the name of Jesiis ; through his a- 
ement and intercession ? Do you trans- 
with the eternal God, meditate upor 
, pray to him, covenant with him only 
econciled in Jesus Christ ? Do you also 
^ice in the kingly office of the adora- 
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ble Imraanuel? Do you glory in hiirt, 
not only as "the Lord your righteous- 
ness/' but as " the Lord your sanctifica- 
lion ?" Are you willing to bow to bis^ 
sceptre of government, no less than to his 
sceptre of grace ; to be ruled by his law, as 
well as reconciled by his righteousness ? Ex- 
amine yourselves particularly by this mark. 
Many there are who would willingly be sa- 
ved by this divine Redeemer, who are not 
willing to be sanctified by hira ; they are de- 
sirous of being happy through eternity, yet 
are not desirous of being holy in time. But 
the offices of Christ cannot be divided. — 
Whom he pardons as a priest, he purifies- 
and governs as a king. The designs of his 
death cannot be defeated, and "he gave 
himself for us not only to redeem from all 
iniquity, but to purify us unto himself a pe-- 
culiar people, zealous of good works.*' 

Brethren, I ask you again,, is Jesus, the 
incarnate Jehovah, your chief joy ? Do you^ 
glory in hhn as your righteousness and 
sanctification ? Could you part with every 
thing in creation^ '^ with houses, and lands,. 
and brethren, and sisters ; nay," could you 
resign a thousand worlds, were they at your 
disposal, to be with liim, and enjoy more ful- 
ly the communications of his love ? T'h^n 
you may exclaim upon scriptural au 
" the Lord Jesus is my Saviour, and ^^^.. 
life through him is my portion : Behol 
God is my salvation ; I will trust and not 
afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my strer' 
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and ray song ; he also is become my sal ra- 
tion." Endeavor daily to be advancing near- 
er to perfection ; to be growing " in grace, 
and in the knowledge," and love, and admi- 
ration " of our Lord Jesus Christ." O breth- 
ren, the thousandth part of his glory has not 
been yet discovered ; the thousandth part of 
his consolations have not yet been experien- 
ced. His name " Immanuel, God with us," 
Jehovah yet Jesus, is truly wonderful ; it 
contains a mystery of wisdom, andcorldes- 
cension, and love, which the most eloquent 
tongue cannot describe, nor the most enlar- 
ged heart comprehend. Ten thousand an- 
gels, through ten thousand ages, could not 
unfold the ten thousandth part of its excel- 
lence and glory. Rh offices as our prophet^ 
and priest, and king, so perfectly suitable 
to our circumstances ; his relations as our 
head, our husband, our shepherd, our fa- 
ther, our portion, our refuge, our guide> 
so divinely endearing in themselves, are an 
eternal source of wonder, and triumph, and 
joy. **Look," therefore, christian, at all times, 
and itv all circumstances, " to Jesus as the 
author and finisher of thy faith," and the 
perfection of thy happiness.. Let it be thy 
increasing desire "to know him, and the 
] of his resurrection, and the fellow- 

g ' his sufferings, being made conform- 

s to his death." 

lis doctrine is replete with consola- 
t ' " *he children of God. What could a 
I "^ God have given them more ? He 



\ 



80 

has given " his own Son," and with him has 
made over to them the riches of grace and 
glory. Cast thine eyes, believer, through 
the whole universe; behold the heavens 
above ; behold creation around, and say, is 
there any thing which thy tongue could 
mention, or thy heart desire, or thy imagi- 
nation conceive, which h not thine own 
through the merits of precious Christ t 
" All things are thine, whether Paul> or A- 
pollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come^ 
All the promises are thine, yea and amen" 
in thy Lord Jesus; they are the foundatioii 
of thy present enjoyment, and the charter 
of thy future glory ; all the ardinances are 
thine ; they are the means of communion 
with thy dear Redeemer, until thy faith ter- 
minates in vision, and thy hope in fruition*. 
All providences are thine; they are all 
obliged> through the overruling wisdom^ 
and power, and compassions of thy cove- 
nant God, " to work together for thy good.** 
All the angels in heaven are thine ; they 
are "ministering spirits" to conduct,^to sujj- 
port thee amidst the difficulties of thine earth- 
ly pilgrimage, and afterwards transport thee 
to the mansions of never-ending bliss* What 
shall I say more I Jehovah, in all hl_ ', 

and with all his perfections ir *^- 
wisdom to direct thee in darkne^^ , .. ^ 
er to uphold thee in distress; his a^^ ' 
ficiency to supply each want ; his r^-^ y 

sympathize in every affli^tinn wV»^ ^ 
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6r can possibly befal thee ; bis eternity is 
fbine, as the period of thy duration, and his 
immensity as the measure of thy blessed- 
ness; "all are thine, because thou art 
Christ's, and Christ is God's." 

Seeing all these are thine, believer, what 
remains for thee, but to live upon thy por- 
tion? — They are "given, freely given of 
God" that they may be fully enjoyed by 
tbee. These blessings are not barely inten- 
ded for thy felicity in heaven, but are also 
designed for thy support and consolation in 
travelling thither. The great God was not 
Biore cheerful in giving his Son as thy Sa- 
viour, than he is now willing to communi- 
cate all that is necessary for thy sanctifica- 
tion and comfort. " Ask, therefore, and re^ 
ceive, that your joy may be full : He is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
you can ask or think :" and glory to his 
name, he is as gracious as he is able. Hast 
thou some iniquity to be pardoned; some 
transgression which lies heavy upon thy 
conscience ; which frequently ruffles thy 
inward peace, and destroys thy confidence 
m approaching a holy God ? bring it to his 
cross for remission; "here a fountain is 
opened;" a fountain divinely rxjeritorious, 
*^ 3 pardon of all thy transgressions. 
.*v,us truth, "the blood of Jesus his Son 
iHseth from all sin," and, christian, this 
iwas shed that thou mightst apply it, 
that, through the application, thou 
'«♦ possess "a peace which passeth all 
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understanding/' Dost thou complain of 
gome corrujriion vvliich greatly prevails ; 
which haunls Ihee by day and by night: 
which steals away thy heart from the liring 
God, that "thou canst not do the things which 
thou wouldst?'* Through its malignant 
rage dost thou experience little peace in the 
fellowship of God, little consolation in the 
assurance of his love 1 Art thou obliged 
fcometimes to groan out the ancient com- 
plaint, " O wretched man that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ?'* 
Bring any corruption, and all the corrup- 
tions which disturb thee to the Saviour^s 
cross. "From all thy filthiness and from 
all thine idols he will in due time cleanse 
thee : It is the will of God even thy sancti- 
fication ;" it is the will of the Father who 
elected thee ; the will of Jesus who redeem- 
ed thee; ihe wu\ of the Holy Ghost who 
dwells in thee as l)is living temple, and shall 
certainly be nccompliiblied. Go on, there- 
fore, joyful in thy heavenly career; and 
hourly "press towards the mark for the glo- 
rious prize; bo strong, only strong in the 
grace laid up for thee in thy redeeming 
Lord;" and thou shalt come off "more than 
a conqueror." In darkness he will be "thy 
light ;" in bondage " thy liberty ;" in death 
"thy life;" in fear "thy confidence;" in 
distress " thy strong consolation." Nothing 
on earth or in hell; nothing "present or to 
come shall be able to separate thee from his 
love," or stop thy progress to his heavenly ^ 
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linofdom. Each revolving season ; eacli 
setting sun ; each fleeting moment will bring 
thee nearer that blessed consummation, 
when " corruption shall put on incorruption, 
and mortality shall be swallowed up of life ;'' 
when thy harp shall no longer hang unstrung 
upon the willow, but be eternally tuned to 
** the song of Moses and the Lamb.'' There 
to Jehovah Triune, Father, Son and Spirit, 
who contrived from eternity, who executed 
in time, and will accomplish througji eterni- 
ty, our salvation, all heaven shall ascribe, 
and thou among the rest, equal adoration 
and praise.— Amen. 



SER3ION IK 

ACTS, XVI, 31. 

Selieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 

shall he saved. 

THE Jailor, whose convictions are 
here noticed, proposed a question the most 
interesting and solemn ; one which intimate- 
ly concerns our peace in life, our confi- 
1 jjj jgjitj,^ aj^(j Qup welfare through e- 

.__ y : " What shall I do to be saved ? — 
rw«hall I escape that wrath to which I am 
tly exposed? how shall I secure a title to 
t glory which I have altogether forfeit- 
^" The answer of the holy apostles, in- 



84 

spired by the Holy Ghost, is short and com- 
prehensive : " Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved." It is wor- 
thy of our notice, that they did not direct 
this trembling inquirer to any duties of the 
law; they did not command, "keep the 
sabbath, reverence the sanctuary, search 
the scriptures, abound in charities to the 
poor, be instant in prayer ; abstain from o- 
pen pollutions, swearing, drinking, rioting ; 
discharge with conscientious diligence thy 
duty to God, to thy neighbor, to thyself,'* 
Although all these duties are binding upon 
us, and are important in their own place, 
they are not important in the Jirst place* 
These ministers of reconciliation, divinely 
taught, direct the sinner immediately to the 
Saviour; as diseased they point his eyes to 
the great Physician for healing ; as ignor- 
ant, utterly blind to all that is spiritually 
good, they direct him to that Jesus " who is 
a light to lighten the gentiles ;" as altogether 
destitute, involved in guilt, exposed to des- 
truction, they lead him to that divine Re- 
deemer who came "to seek and to save therp 
that are lost ; in whose blood there is re- 
demption for the chief of sinners, according 
to the riches of his grace ; as dead in sin*' 
and polluted in every part, they d^ -'"'** ^'— 
to that adorable Jesus who not onl} 
but purifies; who is made of God 
perishing world not only righteousu. 
justify from guilt, but sanctification to „. 
off our pollution ; they do not requf -- ^ 
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to qualify bWelf for the reception of the 
Saviour by any holy performances, by re- 
penting of his past transgressions, or resolv** 
log future reforniation% This would be seal- 
ing up tbe <' fountain of life/' clouding the 
glories of free grace> and " saving the sinner 
as it were by the works of the law ;" but 
Ibey recommend him immediately to the 
everlasting Redeemer for pardon^ for puri* 
ty, for acceptance, for eternal life. " Be- 
lie?e in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou fihalt 
be saved." 

^ The object presented to his faith is " the 
Lord Jesus Christ," the eternal Son of God, 
who appears in the character of Mediator ; 
that adorable Personage who interposed in 
l)ehalf of our perishing world ; who assumed 
the nature of man, and by his obedience and 
blood procured " eternal redemption" for 
his people. He is called lord as a being in* 
finitely great, possessing originally and in- 
dependently all glory and dominion ; king 
of kings, and LOHb of lords. The name 
Jesus exhibits him in the endearing relation 
of a SAVIOUR ; as " bearing the iniquities of 
his people," and> by obeying the precept, 
tad enduring the curse of the law in their 
room, "bringing in everlasting righteous- 
"^"s." He is denominated Christ, being ac- 
illy appointed and anointed of Jehovah 
Ihis mediatorial undertaking. " Him hath 
d the Father sealed : Him hath God set 
Ih to be a propitiation through faith la 
blood, to declare his righteousness for 
sou 4i tt 
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Ifie remission of sins." To this infinite Re- 
deemer in his person and offices and salva* 
tion, the eye of the believing sinner is im- 
mediately directed : Him it eagerly " be- 
holds as the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sins of the world :" Him the sinner par- 
ticularly appropriates, and improves for 
present grace, and future glory. 

The privilege secured by believing m the 
Lord Jesus Christ is " salvation ; thou shalt 
be saved :" This was considered on a for- 
mer occasion ; it implies the same blessing 
with that " eternal life, which is the gift of 
God, through Jesus Christ," and was illus- 
trated in the preceding discourse. It is suf- 
ficient to remark, that this salvation com- 
prehends all that is revealed in the gospel ; 
all that is secured in the promises ; all that 
is contained in the covenant ; all that is ex- 
perienced in grace, or may be expected in 
glory ; it implies all that was contemplated 
by the Father in his everlasting purpose of 
election ; all that was procured by Jesus in 
his incarnation and sufferings and death ; all 
that is applied by the Holy Ghost in the re- 
generation and sanctification of his people : 
This is the salvation expressed in the text^ 
and is the real, unalienable privilege of all 
who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ : « P-- 
that hath the Son hath life ; he that belie . 
eth on the Son hath everlasting life." O' 
present design is to attempt illustrating t^ 
" faith wbicb is the gift of God," and 
terests the sinner in this " great salval^*- 
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Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
sbalt be saved." 

To detain you, brethren, with any curi- 
ous, refined disquisitions on the seat of faith 
in the human mind, whether it be placed in 
the understanding, or will, or affections is 
altoj^ether imnecessary: This is equally un- 
profitable for you, and foreign to my pre- 
sent purpose. It is intended to state, in ih% 
most plain, scriptural manner, that faith 
which may be called a " saving grace;" 
which unites the soul to the Saviour ; which, 
as an instrument, justifies the person in the 
sight of .Tehovah, and is inseparably con- 
nected with future glory.. 

1. This believing implies a real, a firm 
persuasion that Christ Je&us the Lord is of- 
fered freely of God to sinners in general, 
and to me in pxiiticular, no less than others. 
Without this offer of the Saviour to man- 
kind indiscriininately, to all without any ex- 
ception arising from character, or age, or 
any other considoralion, none would be 
warranted to receive him, and without a 
persuasion that he is tendered to me as one 
of the human family, I never can have con- 
fidence to embrace him for my own redemp- 
tion in particular. If proclamation ofpar- 
n is made to a number of criminals, of 
lich I constitute one, it is an impression 
it this pardon is designed for me, which 
11 embolden me to present ray plea : If a 
ysician is appointed to superintend a 
unber of persons diseased, of which I form 



6ft 

4a part, it i% a persuasion that he is appoint- 
ed for me no less than olliers , that will en- 
courage me to present my diseases for heal- 
ing. This persuasion that Christ Jesus the 
Saviour is offered to me, and that 1 may ap- 
ply him for my salvation is founded on the 
authority of God, as frequently and posi- 
tively expressed in his word. " We have 
seen and do testify that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world. — This 
is the record that God hath given to us eter- 
nal life, and this life is in his Son. In this 
was manifested the love of God to us, be- 
cause that God sent his only begotten Son 
into the world that we should believe 
through him. He hath so loved the world 
as to give his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him might not perish, 
but have eternal life." To shew that sal- 
vation is tendered to all without exception, 
and that every individual who will, may ap- 
proach, the gospel is called "good tidings 
of great joy to all people :" Christ Jesus is 
pronounced " the Saviour of all men ; a 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world." 
He is revealed in the word of truth as ready 
immediately to accept, and eternally to save 
all who apply. The everlasting God, the 
King of kings, who appointed this gri 
ambassador, is exhibited as ** reconciling 
the world unto himself;" as announcing tl 
general jubilee of release to all offenders 
the human family : " Ho, every one the 
thirst eth, come ye to the waters ; look unt 
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me, and Be saved, all ye ends of the earth : 
Let the wicked forsake his ways, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts ; let him re- 
turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for he will a-* 
bundantly pardon/* 

From this divine testimony, as the instru- 
ment, the sinner is persuaded, that Christ is 
indeed the Saviour of the world; the ordi- 
nance of heaven* for the reconciliation of 
men, and from the unconditional offer of 
the gospel to all, he believes that this Je- 
sus is free for himself in particular ; that he 
ifi^ the grant of Jehovah not only to the hu- 
man family in general, but to himself as one 
of that family,, and that he is authorized to 
i»ceive him as such.. This is generally call- 
ed the assent of the understanding to the 
gospel of Christ ; it is founded on tltie testi- 
mony, the promise^ and oath of the living 
God, and is the first operation of the Holy 
Ghost in bringing the sinner to the Saviour, 
" These are written that ye might believe 
tiiat Jesus Christ: is the Son of God, and that, 
believing,, ye might have life through bis 
name."' 

But the duty enjoined does not consist 
Barely in assenting to the gospel of Jesus ; 
* 1 believing the inspired record concerning 

is undertaking, and righteousness : It im- 

»lies^ 
2. The actual reception, the particular 

ppropriation of the Lord Jesus Christ as 

reely ja;iven of the Father, and held fortk 
VOL.4. h2 
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in the gospel. It is this personal applica- 
tion of the general promise, and Christ in 
the promise, which constitutes the very es- 
sence of justifying faiih ; it is this act, tbi^ 
appropriating act, which gives the actyal 
possession of Jesus and his salvation; which 
completes the union between the sinner and 
the Surety, and gives him a real, an inviola- 
ble interest in all the blessings of his pur- 
chase. The soul, thus joined to the Lord 
the Saviour by a faith divine, receives 
remission through his blood, justification 
through his all perfect righteousness, and 
that work of grace is begun which shall in^- 
fallibly issue in future glory. 

The necessity of this particular appropri- 
ation of Christ and his benefits, is obviously 
founded on the reason of things. Bread cau'- 
not nourish the body unless received, nor 
clothes either warm or adorn imless they 
are T)i:t on ; medicine cannot heal a disease 
unless administered to that disease, nor wa- 
ter v;c5h off pollution unless applied to tha-t 
pcllulion ; wine in the glars will not refresh 
or exliil Irate, nor water in the brook quench 
our bodily thirst; a rock administers no rest 
to Ibe veeary traveller iinless he recline up- 
on il, neither will a house shelter from the 
gathering storm unless we hide beneath ^*^ 
covert. Thus Fuilh the heavenly ora< 
" unless ye eat ilie flesh, and drink the bio 
of the Son of Man ;" unless ye as really j 
})ly to your souls Jesus, and his righteo 
ness, and fulness, as, in eating and drink^' 
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ye incorpiorate with your bodies the bread, 
and the wine, "ye have no life in you :" A* 
gain, " he that eateth rny flesh, and drink- 
eth my blood hath eternal life, and I will 
raise him up at the last day," 
. That this particular appropriation is es- 
sential to saving faifh is equally evident from 
Ihose various acts by which this grace is ex- 
pressed in scripture. Sometimes it is defin- 
ed a receiving Christ, as we reach forth the 
band, and receive a gift from him who offers 
it. " As ye have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so V, alk ye in him : To as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them who be- 
lieve on his name.'* Sometimes it is ex- 
pressed by putting on the Saviour, as a gar- 
*ment is put on either for ornament or com- 
fort : " Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make not provision for the flesh. He hatb 
.clothed me with the garments of salvation ; 
he hath covered me with the robe of righ- 
teousness." Occasionally this faith is de- 
fined a coming to Christ, as we approach a 
fountain for washing, or as we draw near to 
a friend for the purpose of receiving, or of- 
fering a present. " He that cometh to me 
.^ball never hunger, and he that believeth on 
shall never thirst" 

his doctrine of appropriation may be 

red with equal confidence from the lan- 

.ge of the redeemed both in the Old Tes- 

)ent and the New. " I know," was the 

^'^mation of one, ** I know that my Re- 
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•dieemer liretb ; whom I shall see for myseliii^., 
and mine eyes shall behold hira." David, 
the man after God's own heart, and sweet 
ftinger of Israel, breaks forth in language e- 
qally appropriating, and triumphant ; " He 
hath made with me an everlasting covenant,, 
ordered in all things and sure ; this is all my 
salvation, and all my desire : The Lord is 
my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer ; ; 
my God,, my strength in whom I will trust ;; 
my buckler, and the horn of my salvation,, 
and my high tower." The lofty, evangelic 
Isaiah frequently indulges himself in the* 
same appropriating strains,. " Behold, God: 
is my salvation ; I will trust, and not be a- 
fraid ; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength,, 
and my song, he also is become my salvft— 
tion," These inspired writers were not con- 
tented with knowing that the Son of Godi 
appeared for the redemption of mankind,, 
but applied him for their own redemption in^ 
particular:- They were not satislSed with- 
resting upon Jehovah as covenanted witb> 
the nation of Israel, but received him, . rest- 
ed upon him, rejoiced in him as Jehovah in? 
covenant with themselves through the under^ 
taking, and offices, and intercession of the* 
" Word made flesh. . I will say of the Lord, , 
he is my refuge, and my fortress; my^Gr-* , 
in him will I trust.''* 

* As the doctrine that a particular .apt)roprzat]on is essenti; 
saving faith is doubted by some, and denied by others, it may 
be unprofitable to offer &e sentiments of various, distinguish 
divines on this subiect. I introduce their remarks with gre^ 
pkiuiuxe and confiocncei as they w«re men not only of ack<^ 
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By this reception of God the Sariour, ai^ 
presented in the promise, the believer be- 
comes interested in his unsearchable riches 
and everlasting salvation ; he is constituted 

ledged piety, and learning, but lived in different ages, and be- 
longed to different countries, and communions. I begin with a 
quotation from the most learned, and profound Dr. Owen. " The 
use pf faith is to take, or receive what is tendered, offered, given 
or granted to us ;' to apprehend, or lay hold of, thereby making it 
our own.** Ag^, he remarks, '* whereas the righteousnesgi 
^vherewith we are justified, is the gift of God which is tendered 
to 118 in the promise of the Gospel, the use and oifice of faith is to 
jeceive, apprehend, or lay hold of, and appropriate this righteous* 
Bess/ * -Owen on Juatification^ p. 184 — 5. 

With the foregoing quotation correspond the sentiments of the 
eorreet, and judicbus Dr. Guise. "As by eating, and drinking 
material provisions, they are digested, and become one with the 
body for the support, and comfort of its present frail life ; so he 
who by faith receives me, together with my benefits, into his 
heart is thereby united with me, as a member of my mystical bo» 
dy ; I dwell in him by my Spirit, and he dwells in me by faith for 
aU the purposes of maintaining his spiritual life, till it shall reach 
its utmost perfection in heaven.-— Gfw»te'«J)aro/>Ara«e onJoknt 
ehap. 6, v. 56. 

Equally pertinent to our present purpose are the following re- 
marks of that very able and successml minister of reconciliation, 
Ehenezer Erskine. ** Wliat lay before in common to all in the 
offer, the soul by faith brings home to itself in particular, and like 
Simeon, takes Christ in its arms, saying, my Lord and my God ; I 
offer him, Christ, for thy wisdom, saith Gk)d ; and I embrace him 
as nty wisdom saith Faith ; I offer him as thy righteousness, who 
art a condemned criminal, saith God ; and I embrace him as my 
righteousness, saitli Faith ; I offer him as thy sanctification who 
art a polluted sinner, saith God, and I embrace him as my sancti- 
fication, saith Faith." ErshiTie's -works, vol. 1, ^mge 185—6. 

Ei&n. ed. 

The necessity of this particular appropriation has been vindi- 
cated with equal elegance of language and ability of argument hf 
the late eminent Mr. Romahie. " Suppose you are perishing of 
ger or thirst,8etting meat and driiik before you will not save 
ir life unless you use them ; if you are naked and almost froz- 
will clothes warm and save your life which you never put on ? 
Christ is the medicine of the sin-sick soul, but if his virtue be 
: applied^ if his medicine be not taken, how can it work a cure .* 
le is the bread of life, but unless he be taken and verily re-« 
ed as spiritual food, how can he support the life of God in the 

ul of man .? So Christ is the clothing of his people ; but how can 
be their clothing if they never put him on .•• Surely then tlt^:** 
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.one spirit with Christ Jesus theLord ; be be- 
comes strong through his strength, wise 
through his wisdom, righteous through his 
righteousness imputed, and holy through his 
holiness imparted; he is made a felloiv-lieir 
with the Heir of all things in the unutterable 
fulness of hisgrace, and in all thatglory which 
shall hereafter be revealed ; he secures an in- 
terest in the promises as his charter ; in the 
covenant as his rightful claim to future hap- 
piness ; in Jehovah as his Father and Friend, 
" In whom ye also trusted, after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
galvation ; in whom, after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of pro- 
mise, which is the earnest of our inheritance, 
until the redemption of the purchased posses- 
sion, unto the praise of his glory." The be- 
liever is always warranted, and in the exer- 
cise of grace,, he is enabled to exult, my Be- 
loved is mincy my righteousness for reconcili- 
ation, 7ny strength for support, my shepherd 
to supply, my sun to enlighten in all dark^ 
ness, my shield to defend in all danger : 

is (^eat judgment in that saying* which our refornners hud so 
much in tlieir montlis, an unapplied Christ is no Clirist, he is no 
Christ to tliat sinner to whom he is not applied, and therefore he 
is not liis beloved nor his friend."- — Momaiiie^t works, vol, 5, par^ 
201. Lond. cd. 

Such are the sentiments of divines whose praise for piety — ^ 
p\irity is in all the churches. It is a consideration pecull 
pleasing", a circumstance peculiarly encoiu'ag'lng' to our faith, 
men wJio appeared in difterent ap:rs, who appertained to diflc 
communions, wlio entertained different sentunents respecting 
outward order of tiic church, should completely harmonize 
doctrine which so intimately concerns the honor of Jesus, and 
^pirituftl peace, prosperity and glory of his people. 
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^ This is my Beloved and this is my Friend, 
ye daughters of Jerusalem/' 

3. The exercise recommended in the text 
implies a constant, entire reliance upon the 
effices, and fulness of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The necessity of " believing on the Son of 
God" does by no means terminate on our 
first union to his person ; that faith in his a- 
tonement, and all-sufficiency which then 
commences ought to be continued through 
life ; • we ought every day, and hour, and mo- 
ment to be impraving those riches of wis- 
dom and grace, which are treasured up in 
our redeeming Jehovah. This is termed in 
scripture, " abiding in him ; living by the 
faith of the Son of God ; being strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus ; growing up 
into the measure of the statureof his fulness." 
This was the life after which the great apos- 
tle aspired as bis supreme felicity and glory* 
** I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I 
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh is by 
the faith of the Son of God who loved me, 
and gave himself for me." This attainment 
he most affectionately asks in behalf of the 
believing Ephesians. " For this cause I bow 
my knees unto the Father of our Lord Je- 
Christ, of whom the whole family in hea- 
, and earth is named, that he would grant 
I, accoixling to the riches of his glory, to 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in 
inner man; thai Christ may dwell in 
«r hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted 



and grounded in love, may be ^ble t6 confii^ 
prebend, with all saints, what is the breadth^ 
and length, and depth, and height, and to 
know the love of Christ which passeth know^ 
ledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God/' 

In proportion as this principle of faith is 
preserved vigorous and active, will spiritual 
life, and evangelic peace, and heavenly con*- 
solation abound in the soul : real holiness 
will sit enthroned in the heart, and " the 
fruits of righteousness, and temperance,'* 
and '^ godliness" will adorn the life, and con*- 
versation% Believers, in the exercise of this 
grace, hold communion with the everlasting 
Redeemer in all his offices; they depend 
upon him as their prophet for leading ttiem 
deeper and deeper into the mysteries of bis 
gospel ; for giving them clearer discoveries 
of themselves, and of his suitableness to their 
worthlessness and wants : They improve the 
atoning blood of this High Priest for the re- 
mission of their daily transgressions, and 
ple^d his righteousness as the foundation of 
Iheir confidence in every approach to the 
Father : They rely on him as their King to 
rule in them and over tbem : to subdue eve** 
ry corruption of their hearts, to give them 
victory over their spiritual adversariei " ' 
keep them from falling," from being eboi 
cd by those temptations of the world 
which his glory might be clouded, the ge 
ration of the righteous grieved, their o 
consciences disquieted^ and the ungodly e 
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boldened in transgression, 'f hiis it is their 
security, and glory, and should be their dai* 
ly desire, " to be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might j" to stand " complete 
in" Jesus " who is the Head over all thingi^ 
to the church," and to each particular mem- 
ber of the invisible church, "which is his bo- 
dy ; the fulness of him that filleth all in all.'* 
Such is the import of the duty enjoined 
in the text : and may *^ the God of hope fill 
us with all jdy and peace in believing," while 
we apply these truths in the following infe- 
rences. 

1. We learn from this doctrine that be- 
lieving in the Lord Jesus Christ, receiving 
him as the free gift of the Father, and rely- 
ing on him for eternal life, is not only the 
privilege, but the duty, the incumbent duly 
of each individual ; it is the highest possi- 
ble act of obedience which can be rendered 
to the everlasting God. When the sinner 
obtains some discoveries of his guilt and 
wretchedness; he is afraid to look towardis 
the Saviour, he considers himself infinitely 
unworthy of such a gift ; he imagines that it 
would be the most daring presumption, and 
even blasphemy for such a wretch as him to 
approach the adorable Jesus, or accept his 
sat salvation. Let us for a moment bring 
J objection to the sacred scriptures, and 
igh it in this unerring balance. Is it pre- 
iption to open this heavenly volume, and 
d the oracles of revelation ? No ; because 
d hath commanded, "search the scrip- 

OL. 4. I 
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iures, for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life." Is it presumption to approach the 
throne of the Eternal by piayer and suppli- 
cation, either in public or private ? No ; be- 
cause HE positively enjoins, " pray without 
ceasing ; in every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication let your request be made known 
with thanksgiving." Is it presumption to 
sanctify the sabbath ; to set apart one day 
in seven from worldly to spiritual purposes ? 
No ; because the Lord of our time has sol- 
emnly commanded, " remember the sabbath 
to keep it holy : turn away thy foot from 
the sabbath from doing thy pleasure on my 
holy day." Is it presumption for me, if re- 
gularly called, to entreat with sinners " to 
be reconciled to God;" to proclaim a free 
salvation through the Redeemer's name? 
No ; because Zion's King requires, " preach 
the gospel to every creature : teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them : thou shaljt hear the 
word at my mouth and warn them from me.'* 
Is it presumption in you to attend on the 
duties of the sanctuary, to unite in the va- 
rious exercises of prayer, of praise, of hear- 
ing the word of reconciliation ? No ; because 
the same adorable Lawgiver has commanded, 
"forget not the assembling of yourselves to- 
gether ; bring an offering and come into his 
courts ; worship the Lord in the beautief 
holiness." Neither is it presumption for i 
sinner, for any son or daughter of Adam *" 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ," to app 
priate him as their own with his covena 
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fulness, and eternal consolations. "This is 
the work of God that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent : This is his command- 
ment that we should believe on the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ." The fountain is o- 
pened, " whosoever will may" draw near; 
and " drink, and live for ever:" The stores 
of the covenant are spread before you, " eat 
ye that which is good, and let your souls de- 
light themselves in fatness :" the pardon is 
issued out, a pardon written in the blood of 
God the Saviour, whosoever will may reach 
forth the hand of faith and freely receive it. 
Tbou man, thou woman art as really autho- 
rized to embrace the Eternal Surety, and his 
plenteous redemption, as thou art authoriz- 
ed to set apart this day for spiritual exercis-! 
es, or to enter this sanctuary to hear the. 
message of peace. Thou, whosoever thou 
art, whatever may be thy age, or character, 
or condition, thou art as really warranted 
" to eat the flesh and drink the blood of the 
Son of God" by a living faith ; to appropri- 
ate the ever glorious P-edeemer with all the 
blessings of his salvation, as thou art war- 
ranted to take the common bread when hun- 
gry, or the natural water to quench thy bodi- 
ly thirst. Thou art as really authorized by 
the gospel message to receive Christ Jesus 
Lord, and eternal life through his name,, 
-^ou art authorized to breathe the natural 
, or walk in the light of the natural sun. 
"lis," brethren, " this is his command- 
t ;" his most positive, his repeated com- 
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itiandment " that we should belfeye fn tF*e 
name of his son Jesus Christ/* 

2. It becomes all immediately to inquire 
whether they have complied with the injunc- 
tion of the text* Eternal truth has pronoun- 
ced " faith in the Lamb that was slain" a& 
the very hinge on which our salvation turns i 
it pronoiHices our believing or not believing 
as the very circumstances which form our 
character as children either of glory or of 
wrath ; as heirs either of salvation or dam- 
nation. ** He that believetb on him is not 
condemned, but he that believeth.not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believ- 
ed on the n^ine of the »onIy begotten Son of 
God; he is condemned already," the sen- 
tence is actually passed against bim, be if 
really dead in law> dead in the eye of Jehor 
vah's justice, "dead in trespasses and fiins;^^ 
The holy one of God has taught the same 
truth in a diflferent passage, "he that believ- 
etb on the Son hath everlasting life, he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth upon bim." Aw- 
ful consideration ! " the wrath of God abid- 
eth upon him ; whether idle or employed ; 
whether alone or in company ; whether sit- 
ting in the house or walking by the tvay ; 
whether more grave in the temple or riotous 
in the tavern, wrath is his condi**' 
.sentence. of death is upon him ; the — 
.death hangs over him, and "hell fr 
neath moves to meet him at his comi 
Suppose I should now go from sea* *-^ * 
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from individual to individual in this congre* 
gation, and propose to the conscience of ev-. 
ery man, " dost thou believe in the Son of 
God ? art thou rejoicing in Christ Jesus with 
no confidence in the flesh?" what would be 
your reply ? Dare you answer, with all the 
sincerity of the trembling disciple, " Lord, 
I believe, help.thou mine unbelief;" or with 
the apostle, " yea, doubtless, I count all 
things but. loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord — that I 
may win Christ, and be found in him :" or 
have you rarely reflected on the necessity 
of this grace ? Have you remained satisfied 
with a general knowledge of the Saviour, 
without any particular application of him to 
your own circumstances and necessities? If 
such be your character, let me entreat you 
by " the tender mercies of our God" to a- 
wake from your lethargy "to turn to the 
strongholds while you are prisoners of hope; 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ that ye 
may be saved." By this act, this appropri- 
ation af the offered Saviour, ye will fulfil a 
direct, solemn command of Jehovah ; ye will 
glorify all the persons in the Godhead : ye 
will honor the all-gracious Father, who "sent 
the Son to be the Saviour of the world ; who 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
ieveth in him might not perish but have 
rlasting life ,-" ye will honor the Lord Je- 
Christ, who " emptied himself of his glo- 
f who was made of no reputation ; who 
^^ed to become a " man of sorrov/s and 
L. 4. I 2 
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acquainted with grief" for the rederoptioo 
•of sinners : By coming to the Saviour, and 
improTing his righteousness for yourrecon^- 
:Ciliation, ye will make him, if the expresaioo 
may be used, some compensatiop for .all the 
reproach and sorrows of his life ; for the 
deeper humiliation, and more exquisite suf- 
ferings of his cross; in your salvation 
through faith in his blood " he will see of 
the travail of his soul and be satisfied :" Ye 
will honor the Holy Ghost, who comes in 
the Saviour's name and testifies of his ex- 
cellence, his suitablenesB^ his sufficiency and 
glory ; ye will glorify all the perfections of 
God, his wisdom, which contrived from e- 
ternity this method of restoring our ruined 
world ; his justice, which is pacifiedy com- 
pletely pacified through the blood of the in- 
finite Redeemer ; his truth, which has exe- 
cuted upon him as the Surety all the curses 
which were denounced against the sinner ; 
his grace, which beams with the brightest 
splendors in saving the chief of sinners, the 
most guilty, the most foul of the human fa- 
mily through the redemption of Christ : 
Thereby ye will secure to yourselves the 
remission of sin, the adoption ofsous, a joint 
heirship with Jesus to all the blessedness 
and glories of his everlasting kingdom : Pre- 
cious, precious truth, "there is no con^^**"^- 
nation to tjiem that are in Christ JesuE 
that believeth on the Son hath ever'^'^^ 
life/' 

Is this plan of salvation through * 
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the Redeemer's name in all respects so eli- 
gible ? does it bring glory in the highest to 
Jehovah; peace, adoption, eternal life to 
men? will ye not be persauded to acqui- 
esce in this plan? Shall all the love, the un- 
merited love of the Father in giving his Son,^ 
and his authority in commanding you to be- 
lieve ; shall all the compassions of the Soir 
in coming, in suffering, in dying for your 
redemption ; shall all the long-suffering of 
the Holy Ghost in tenderly expostulating 
with you from day to day ; shall all the free- 
dom of the promises in presenting these bles- 
sings "without money and without price ;*' 
shall all the anxiety of ministers who secretly 
"travail as it were in birth for your salva- 
tioq," or their diligence in publicly beseech- 
ing you " in Christ's name to be reconciled 
to God ;'* shall all the concern of the bride, 
the redeemed in glory who bends from her 
throne and unites her entreaties with the 
Spirit, saying, come; shall compassion on 
your own souls which are intimately and 
everlastingly concerned : shall all these con- 
siderations have no influence in prevailing 
with you to return ? Let none object, I have 
no warrant to believe, because " God has 
given bis only begotten Son, that wnosoEV- 
ER believeth in him might not perish ;" and 
e Spirit invites, " w hosoever will to take 
' the water of life freely." Let none ob- 
ct, these blessings are not for me ; I am 
worthy of any benefit, .much more un- 
^rtby of a benefit so great as eternal life ; 
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because Christ Jesus the glorious treasurer 
of the covenant "has received these gifts 
for men;" yea, for the rebellious; "he 
came not to call the righteous, but sikners 
to repentance ; to seek and to save them that 
are lost;" to heal the spiritually sick; to 
bind up with his covenant consolations the 
BROKEiNT hearted; to proclaim liberty, e- 
ven eternal redemption, to the lawful cap-^ 
TivE of sin and hell : Let none object, " these 
promises, these invitations are not for me ;" 
dost thou belong to the human family? art 
thou a son, or daughter of Adam ? " to thee 
is the w ord of this salvation sent ;" to thee 
the promise is endorsed, made over, and thou 
raayst freely and particularly apply it. — . 
" Behold I stand at the door and knock, if 
ANY MAN will hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in, and sup with him, and 
he with me." Neither let any object, " my 
transgressions are beyond the reach of mer- 
cy ; there can be no remission, no salvation 
for such a slave of corruption as me ;" be- 
cause "the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth from all sin." Hast thou been a 
fornicator^ an idolater, an adulterer, a thief,, 
covetous, a druiftkard, a reviler, an extortioner? 
such were some of the Corinthians ; " but 
they were washed, and sanctified, and justi-. 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus and ^^ 
the Spirit of our God." For the Loi 
sake believe in his name that thou ma^ 
be saved ; flee without delay, flee at all 
zards " to that blood of sprinkling* ^'^ 
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speaketh belter things than the blood of A- 
bel." Hast thou any concern for the glory 
of God ? hast thou any compassion for thy 
own soul? yield not up to the power of un- 
belief ; while this prevails to keep thee from 
looking to Jesus and " submitting to his 
righteousness," thou art making "the God 
of truth a liar ;" thou art " confirming," vol- 
untarily "confirming thy covenant with 
death and thine agreement with hell ;" thou 
art pouring contempt, the most deliberate, 
daring contempt upon all the attributes of 
God, which shine with such glory in the face 
of Jesus Christ, "Harden not thy heart any 
longer" by indulging acarnal ease, a shame- 
ful indifference or unbelief, lest thy "band^ 
be ijaade strong;" lest be who has long 
^* waited to be gracious;" av ho now ^* waits 
to be gracions, shortly sware in his wratb 
that thou shalt not enter into his rest. In- 
cline your ear and come unto him : hear and 
your souls shall live, and he will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, even the 
sure mercies of David." 

3. The redeemed of the Lord are admo- 
nished of their duty from the present pass- 
age. It is a very mistaken opinion that the 
necessity " of believing in Jesus" ceases 
when the soul is once united to his person^ 
. justified tlirough his righteousness. 
is exercise ought to mingle with every 
vice we perform, and every blessing we 
,oy : "Whatsoever we do, in word or in 
^d," is the apostolic injunction, " do all 
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in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him." This reli- 
ance on Christ Jesus Jehovah ought to be 
cherished and promoted each day and hour 
of our livQs. "In him as our wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification^ and re- 
demption, we ought, as christians, " to live, 
and breathe, and move :" to resist every: 
temptation ; to encounter every adversary ; 
to endure every difficulty, and aim at the 
discharge of every duty. "Faith is the 
shield with which we quench all the fiery- 
darts of the wicked one;" this living princi- 
ple " worketh by love, it purifieth the heart 
and overcomes the world." I press with 
more earnestness the duty of a constant, an 
entire dependance on the Son of God, be- 
cause this trust on his all sufficiency forms 
the whole mystery of practical godliness ; it 
constitutes the safety, and glory of ihe chris- 
tian. " He that abideth in me, and I in him,"; 
is the declaration of our Lord, "the same 
bringeth forth much fruit, even all the fruits 
of righteousness, for without me ye can do 
nothing." What was it that rendered pri- 
mitive believers so stedfastin their christian 
walk.; so cheerful in every possible circum- 
stance of distress; that enabled them "to 
glory in tribulation, to receive joyfully the 
spoiling of their goods," to part with fat^ 
or mother, or brethren, or sisters, in 
causeof their Master; to exult amidst 
the rage of persecution ; to sing praise 
prisons and on scaffolds? All this pa*^*^' 
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ind fortitude, and triumph arose from this 
single consideration, " tbey were strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus : They over- 
came," as one of their brightest ornaments 
declares, " they overcanie by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testimo- 
ny ; Tliey were more than conquerors," as 
another hero of the cross informs us, not by 
any strength or resolution of their own, "but 
through him that loved them." Read the 
golden history of their triumphs in the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews : " Through faith they 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
Ihe edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens." Wouldst 
thou, christian, imitate this illustrious army 
of martyrs ; wouldst thou be conformed to 
them in their self denial and contempt of 
the world, in the ardor of their zeal and sted- 
fastness of their hope, like them " be strong 
in the Lord Jesus and in the power of his 
might." Praise, eternal praise to his name, 
his offices, his righteousness, his covenant, 
his promises are the same now that they were 
then ; that fulness of grace, out of which 
— 'igelists, and apostles, and martyrs, and 
lessors were strengthened, being " the 
ness of the Godhead bodily," is yet unex- 
isted, will be to eternity inexhaustible,. 
1 he is as willing to communicate to your 
its as to theirs. " Ask, therefore, and re- 
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ceive that your joy may be fulK" The 
more freely that you derive from the pleni- 
tude of his grace, the more constantly that 
you rejoice in the prospect of his salvation, 
the more he is delighted and glorified. 

Is such the life, ehristiain, which thou art 
now " living in the flesh ? Art thou coming 
up from the wilderness," this vale of corrup- 
tion and sorrow, depending on Jesus as thy 
beloved, thy portion, thine all? Then re- 
joice, and be exceeding glad, "for behold 
thy redemption draweth nigh.'* Shortly, 
very shortly faith shall be lost in full v'ision, 
thy hopes shall terminate in actual fruition ; 
then thine eyes shall behold thy beloved in 
the unclouded blaze of his glory, and thy 
heart shall be filled to the very uttermost 
with his abundant consolations, — ^Amen: 
JSven so, comty Lord Jesus. 
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We are ambassadors for Christy as though 
Ood did beseech you by us ; we pray you in 
Chris fs stead, be ye reconciled to Gi 
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WE lately attempted to disi 
feature of that faith by which the sinner 
comes united to the Saviour; we endea 
ed to prove that it consisted in ^ 



109 

4\al acceptance^ a particular appropriation 
t>f Christ, as adapted to our wants, and held 
forth in the promise ; in constantly rejoicing 
in, and living upon his righteousness and ful- 
ness for pardon, for perseverance and con- 
solation. 

The present passage contains a pathetic 
invitation for sinners to return and live. 
The apostle appears under the character of 
a suppliant, and earnestly solicits them to 
comply with the gracious overtures. " God," 
as if he had said, " is reconciled to you, his 
law is magnified, his justice is appeased; 
the curse denounced against transgression 
has been fully executed upon the infinite 
Substitute ; the flames of divine wrath are 
quenched by his precious blood ; the cup of 
divine indignation, swelled to the brim by 
human guilt, has been exhausted to its low- 
est, bitterest dregs by the Son of God in 
your nature, in your stead ; every obstacle 
on the part of heaven is now removed ; good 
will has been proclaimed on the part of the 
Judge ; Jehovah can " be just and the justi- 
fier of the ungodly that believe in Jesus 
Christ ; " all now remaining to complete 
the reconciliation, to restore you to the fa- 
vor of the Eternal, and constitute you heir* 
^^ grace and glory, is that " you be recon- 
edto God ;" that you submit to the right- 
isness of his Son; that you renounce 
ur weapons of rebellion, and bow to the 
iptre of grace as extended in the gospel ; 
ly acknowledge and embrace the Lord 
yoL. 4. K 
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the Redeemer, for salvation, and all hostili- 
ties between God and you shall instantly 
cease ; the offence of your former apostacy 
shall be eternally forgotten ; a peace shall 
ensue, which all the intrigue of earth or hell 
shall not be able to interrupt." 

In order the more movingly, the more 
successfully to urge his entieaty, the apos- 
tle uses the weightiest argument possible, 
" we pray you in Christ's stead," as commis- 
sioned by his authority, as bearing by of- 
fice his image, as appearing in his name, as 
constrained by his love, as impressed with 
the consideration of his awful presence, as 
expecting hereafter to render an account of 
our stewardship at his appearing and king- 
dom, we thus " pray you in Christ's stead 
be ye reconciled to God." 

As I am called of God, however unwor- 
thily, to the ministry of reconciliation ; and 
as it is the chief design of that office " to es- 
pouse sinners to Jesus the ever-glorious 
" Bridegroom," and thus interest them in 
the favor of the Eternal King, suffer me to 
mention some considerations encouraging 
you to come in ; to propose some arguments 
pressing you all this day "to be reconciled 
to God — and while these considerations are 
proposed, may the love of Jesus be shed a- 
broad through every heart; may it c 
strain many, may it constrain all in this, 
sembly to acquiesce this hour in the offej 
reconciliation. 

1. I would pray you by the love of i 
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Father manifested in giving his Son, in de- 
livering hira up to shame, to poverty, to 
death, even the painful and accursed death 
of the cross as a ransom for our transgres- 
sions* This was, with reverence be it spo- 
ken, this was the highest possible display of 
good will to a lost world which Jehovah 
could aifford. When no inferior sacrifice 
could suffice ; when the " blood of rams, of 
lambs, of oxen'* was unavailing to purge a- 
way the malignity of human guilt, or res- 
tore the injured glories of the divine go- 
vernment, "then HE delivered up his own 
Son." Surely the reconciliation of the re- 
bel iHUst have been desirable to the Sover- 
eign when he would accomplish it by a me- 
thod so singular, a price so astonishing as 
the degradation and death of a " beloved, 
an only beloved Son." With holy submis- 
sion to the unsearchable wisdom and sove- 
reignty of God may we not ask, what could 
behave done more ? What more striking, 
commanding proof of love could he have 
exhibited ? What costlier scheme of restor- 
ing our rebel race could he have either con- 
ceived or executed? This truth so astonish- 
ing is frequently mentioned in scripture as 
an argument encouraging the sinner to re- 
turn. " God so loved the world ;" the e-. 
ngelist, under the inspiration of the Holy 
lost, appears to labor for language to ex- 
iss the wondrous fact ; no comparison can 
brought in to illustrate the thought; it 
mds without a parallel in the known trans- 
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actions of God : it must be resolved into hi* 
absolute sovereignty and good pleasure i 
" he so loved the world as to give his only 
begotten Son :" the fact is not more won- 
drous, than the design is gracious, "that 
whosoever believeth on him," for Ibis very- 
purpose, with this very intention; that 
"whosoever*' of the human family, whate- 
ver individual of the posterity of Adam that 
has departed from the living God^ and is- 
sunk in sin, whatever man or woman of alt 
this race " believeth in him,'*^ will cast them- 
selves on his mercy, and improve the sacri- 
fice which he ofiered up, " may not perish,'*' 
may not be ruined irrecoverably for their 
rebellion,^ " but have eternal life," be res* 
tored to the favor and fellowship of their 
offended Lord.: — Again — "him hath God 
set forth," appointed, ordained, and not only 
ordained but revealed plainly in the pro- 
mise, held out openly on the pole of the 
everlasting gospel with this gracious design^ 
"to be a propitiation through faith in his^ 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past through t he- 
forbearance of God ; to declare, I say, at 
this time bis righteousness that he might be- 
just and thejustifierof him that believeth in 
Jesus*" Suffer me to apply this considera- 
tion to your consciences* Do you belie 
these declarations respecting the love 
God in providing a Saviour for fallen mar 
Is this message " true, that the Father sc 
his Sob to be the Saviour of the world ; tL 
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be made bim to be sin for us who knew no 
«ln,'' for this very purpose, " that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him?* 
Do you credit this heavenly record, that 
" God hath given us eternal life in his Son V\ 
and yet do you not believe that he is willing 
to receive you when returning in the name 
of bis Son ? Are you persuaded, that he ap- 
pointed the " brightness of his own glory to 
become flesh," to shed his precious blood 
for the redemption of sinners ? and yet will 
you not believe that he is ready to pardon 
you improving and pleading this redemp- 
tion? Did mere love to you, pure compas- 
sion to your miseries move the Father to ap- 
point that glorious Person for purchasing 
our salvation ? and yet will he refuse the 
salvation, when purchased, to those who em- 
brace it? Reason and revelation reject the 
thoughts " He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all things." 
Meditate frequently on the Father's love, 
the freedom, the sovereignty, the immensi- 
ty of his love in providing a Saviour, and by 
this consideration be encouraged, be exhort- 
ed* " to be reconciled unto God." 
' 2. I would pray you by the compassions, 
the condescension, the sufferings, the death, 
the agonizing death of the great God our Sa- 
>ur, " be ye reconciled to God." Why 
1 the Son of God become the son of man ? 
ly did the Father of elernUy become a 
ild of yesterday ? the mighty God become 
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a helpless babe ? the Lord of angels, the 
Ruler of the universe stoop to the condition 
of a servant? the ever-living, life-giving 
Jehovah become obedient unto death, eveit 
** the death of the cross ?" Why this mean- 
ness of Bethlehem's manger ? why these 
numerous exquisite sorrows of life ? why 
this pressure of spirit, this bloody sweat, 
these melting groans of Gethsemane ? why 
this ignominy, this agony, this decease^^ 
which were accomplished on CalvaryV 
mount? The answer is plain, that he mights 
•'reconcile us to God by his blood ;" that he 
might bring salvation to man, in consistence 
with the honor of his Father:. To prepare for 
the introduction of " many sons to glory,**^ 
Jesus "the Captain of our salvation was' 
made perfect through suffering. He gave* 
himself for us," in our room, in our stead, 
•*toredieem from all iniquity," to rescue 
from that guilt in which we were involved 
by transgression, " and to purify unto him- 
self a peculiar people zealous of good, 
works." Pause a moment, brethren, and 
say, was ever love so immense as the Sa* 
viour*slove? attend, and survey in solemn 
thought the affecting scene ; " behold the 
Lord of glory," as the child Jesus, wrapped 
in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger ;" 
pursue him through the various stages of ^»- 
life ; *' he is despised and rejected of me 
his visage is so marred more than any m, 
and liis form more than the sons of mer 
accompany him in the concluding scene 
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Ms hmrnlhiioTif his hands are tortured mih 
the nails, his side pierced with the spear, 
Ms head crowned with the thorns, his soui' 
Within him melted by the fervor of his Paw 
tier's wrath, and poured out like water^ 
Were the stars which sparkle in the heavens 
to be suddenly shrouded with darkness, or 
the noon da^ sun to sink in midnight gloom,^ 
the spectacle would be awful and affecting ; 
but ten thousand; tiraes^ more awful, more 
affecting is the history of Messiah's suffer- 
ings ; the essential glory of God, the ex- 
press image of his person, is " made of no 
reputation,," becomes^ " a man of sorrow," 
mkI "bows in; agony his guiltless head." 
Beloved hearers,, what are the emotions of 
your hearts amidst these considerations ? 
Does this display, this matchless display of 
love on his part, deserve no return on your 
part ?' can you contemplate;, unmoved, unr 
melted, " the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
^ho though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
became poor, that ye through his poverty 
might be rich ? Was all this reproach, this 
suffering undergone toreconcileyou toGod, 
and yet will you refuse to be reconciled ? 
Was all this endured to make provision for 
your recovery from wrath, and yet will you 
i*eject this provision ? Did the eternal Son 
*"% " not calves of a year old, not thou- 
ds of rams, or ten thousand rivers of oil," 
L HIMSELF to redeem you from destruc- 
n? and yet will you spurn this redemp- 
n when brought near ? Did pure com- 
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l^Bssion to yotir souls constrain the Lord of 
life to humiliation so deep, to anguish so 
exquisite ? and yet will you have no com- 
passion on your own souls ? Hear the lan^^ 
guage of one who ran far the career of im- 
piety ; who thought that he must do " ma- 
Hy things against Jesus of Nazareth ;'' wiio 
had been, by his ow^n confession, " a bias* 
phemer, a persecutor, and injurious per- 
son ;" who lifted up with more than ordi- 
nary rage the arm of rebellion against the 
heavens; hear his future language, and 
and while you hear may Jehovah the Spirit 
incline and oblige you to imitate his exam- 
ple ; the love of Christ constraineth us, be- 
cause we thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead ; and that he died for 
all that they which live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but unto him- 
which died for them and rose again." 

3. "I would pray you' by the tender 
mercies, the long-suffering patience of the 
Holy Ghost, " be ye reconciled to God.' 
As the everlasting Father, moved by the 
purest love, " laid our help on one that is 
mighty, and with him is freely offering us 
all things ;'' as the Eternal Son, constrain- 
ed by equal love, voluntarily came and di- 
ed for our redemption, the co-eternal Spi- 
rit, moved by grace equally sovereign p"*^^ 
glorious, undertakes to reveal the Lord 
sus and apply " his great salvation. P 
by works of righteousness which we hf 
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done, but according to his mercy he 8ave« 
us by the washing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he sheds 
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, that being justified by his grace 
we might be heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life." The Spirit is saying to you 
" come ; he waits to be gracious ; to re- 
ceive of the things that are Christ's and shew 
them unto you ; he waits as the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation** to enlighten the un- 
derstanding in the knowledge of Christ, to 
discover his suitableness to our miseries, 
his alt sufficiency to supply our infinite 
wants ; he waits as the Spirit of power'' to 
subdue the iron will, and incline and enable 
the sinner to acquiesce in this method of re- 
conciliation ; " he waits as the Spirit of re- 
pentance*' to soften the flinty heart, and 
dispose it to look on Jesus whom we have 
pierced mourning for him ; he waits as the 
COMFORTER to givc pcaco to the conscience, 
and consolation to the heart through the a- 
toning sacrifice of Calvary ; " he waits' a» 
the " Spirit of adoption' to witness with 
our spirits " that we are the sons of God ;^* 
to diffuse over the soul some satisfying as- 
surance of the Father's love, some blessed 
^'^"Btastes of his everlasting enjoyment* 
IS all the joy and peace which are expe- 
iced in believing ; all that composure, 
t transport which arise from the " love of 
d shed abroad through the heart,'* and 
prospect of future glory in his presence. 
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flow from the inhabitation and influences of 
the Holy Ghost. This divine agent dwells 
in the heart, and» by his sanctifying, seal- 
ing .operations, gives the earnest of their 
" inheritance, until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, to the praise of hi» 
own glory/' — Now, brethren, i^ there any 
thing endearing in bis undertaking and offi- 
ces as the APPLiER of our gospel salvation t 
is there any thing deliglitful in the conunu- 
nion of his love ? is there any thing desira*- 
ble in that glory for which he qxialifies^ and 
to which he will infallibly iK'ing the subjects 
of his grace? "we pray you" by these con- 
siderations, " be ye reconciled to God."' 
I>oes the Holy Ghost Jehovah, Equal witk 
the Father and the Son, thus " wait to be 
gracious ?" is he standing in the promises of 
the gospel and inviting you to " the marriage 
of the Lamb ? is he affectionately expostu- 
lating, " let him that is^ athirst come : Who- 
ever will let him take of the water of life 
freely,*' and yet will you by your indolence 
and unbelief resist his kindly entreaties? 
Will any of you prefer the death of corrupt 
tion to that spiritual life; the darkness of 
your natural state to that immortal day ; 
the chains of your captivity, to that " glo- 
rious liberty" which he imparts ? At t^^ 
peril of eternal damnation, " grieve not t' 
Holy Spirit of God, by whom alone ye c 
be sealed to the day of redemption." 

4. I pray you by the value, the inco 
ceivable value of your immortal souls, ** I 



ye reconciled to God. The redemption of 
the soul is precious,' ' unutterably " pre- 
cious ;" compared with this every thing 
earthly; all that the world can boast of 
pleasure, or profit, or preferment is lighter 
than vanity; it is less when placed in com- 
petition with the vast interests of an immor- 
tal spirit, than a single particle of sand com- 
pared with the massy globe of the earth, or 
a single drop of water compared with the 
measureless ocean. Suppose that the great 
God should offer thee in the present life un- 
interrupted ease and enjoyment; suppose 
that he tendered thee every temporal bless- 
ing which thy tongue could mention, or 
thine imagination painl, health of body, 
quietude of mind, affluence of fortune, es- 
teem among thy friends ; suppose that these 
privileges were secured to thee during the 
lapse of an age, or ten thousand, thousand, 
thousand ages, wouldst thou accept this of- 
fer at the loss of thy soul ? or couldst thou 
be a gainer in the exchange ? Nay, 1 should 
rather ask, w^ouldsl thou not be an infinite^ 
ifi/inite loser? Can any advantages for a lim- 
ited time be put in the balance with the 
damnation of helly damnation that shall nev* 
er, never end ? Can temporal pleasure be 
— 'nsidered as a compensation for eternal 
lin? can outward ease or honor in this 
orld compensate for endless confusion and 
»rror in the next? Hear the language of 
m who knows the w^orth of a human soul 
d of the world : who created both, and is 
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therefore best acquainted with their com- 
parative value ; " what is a man profited if 
he should gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul? or what wiJl a man give in ex- 
change for his soul ?" By the worth of thy 
precious soul " I pray you, be ye reconcil- 
ed to God." Is not this consideration suf- 
ficient to constrain you immediately to ac- 
quiesce with the offered reconciliation ? 
Will you court the present life, which is all 
vanity and vexation 1 which neither affords 
complete happiness while it lasts, nor has 
security for continuance another hour: will 
you be so deluded, so lost to common sense, 
so blind to your real interests, so cruel to 
your better part, as to barter all that is dig- 
nified, all that is desirable through eternity, 
for these short, uncertain, unsatisfying joys? 
5. " I pray you" by the dread realities, 
the awful solemnities of a judgment to come, 
" be ye reconciled to God. It is appointed 
imto all men once to die, and after death 
the judgment.'^ He, whose counsel shall 
stand, who will execute all his pleasure, he 
« hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that 
MAN whom he hath ordained, whereof he 
hath given assurance unto all men in that he 
hath raised him from the dead." All f ^"'^ 
living, all the dead, all that shall hereaf 
exist must appear at one tribunal and 
publicly, and solemnly adjudged to an i 
changing destination. Hark, " the trump 
God" is blown, " the dead are raised, t 
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great white throne" appears, the judge de- 
scends, the nations are gathered to his ban 
Methinks, I see the damned throng on the 
left hand of the judge ; what blackness ga- 
thers on every countenance ! what trem- 
bling seizes every knee ! hell, already kin- 
dled by an accusing conscience, melts their 
inmost spirits ; one reprobates that ease 
which he indulged at the expence of never 
ending pain ; another exclaims, " O ! that I 
had never been born, that the womb had 
been my grave, and that I had never seen 
the sun ;" a third wildly damns that wealth 
which he had sought to the neglect of eter- 
* nal glory ; another curses those companions 
who laughed him out of his soul and sal- 
vation ; another wishfully looks up to the 
rocks to fall upon him and grind him to 
powder, or conceal him from the face of the 
Lamb ; another tremblingly expostulates, 
" would to God that the door of mercy was 
^pen a little longer, or that the offers of re- 
<?onciliation were once more repeated.'^ — 
But the patience of God insulted, exhaust- 
ed by their former neglect " now laughs at 
their calamity and mocks when their fear 
Cometh." All this dismay, all this horror 
is heightened by a voice from the throne, 

*' DEPART FROM ME, YE CURSED, INTO EVER- 

i'lNG fire: My servants shall eat, but 

shall be hungry ; my servants shall drink, 

ye shall be thirsty ; my servants shall 

Jice, but ye shall be ashamed ; my ser- 

^ shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall 
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€ry for sorrow of heart, and howl for vexa- 
tion of spirit :" holy angels then hurry them 
down to hell and close upon them the doors 
of the bottomless pit, while all the righteous, 
ransomed by the blood of the Lamb, and 
shining in the beauties of holiness, ascend 
" to be for ever with the Lord. The wick- 
ed shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment, but the righteous into life eternal." — 
Brethren, is there a judgment to come ? has 
God proclaimed it ? does conscience within 
frequently forebode it ? "I pray you" by 
all the terrors, and all the glories of that e- 
vent, " be ye reconciled to God." 

** O ye sinners^ now give glory 
To the great Eternal Three ; 
While such dangers lie before you. 
Can you unconcerned be ? 
Judgment hastens, judgment hastens, judgment hastens!^ 
i Mercy, mercy now implore." 

By what other considerations shall I make 
my appeal to your consciences or your 
hearts, to your fears or your hopes ? Shall I 
attempt painting the glories of the heaven- 
ly world, of that blessed region where there 
** shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor 
crying, neither any more pain ;" where they 
shall see God/occ to face, and be eternally 
satisfied with the joys of his salvatio" '^ '^•^ 
shall I turn your eyes to the more uicc 
abodes of damnation, where despair spre^ 
her gloomy reign ? where the inhabitai 
Iwve " no rest day nor night, but drink 
the wine of the wrath of God, which is p<~' 
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€d out without mixture into the eup of his 
indignation, and are tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of tlie holy angels, 
and in the presence of the Lamb :" shall I 
attempt describing the glories of the one, or 
the miseries of the other, and by these con- 
siderations " pray you to be reconciled to 
God?'* But, alas, you have been so often ad- 
monished and exhorted ; you have been so 
frequently urged by arguments drawn from 
the justice of Jehovah, who will " by no 
means clear the guilty ;'^ from the utter un- 
certainty of life ; from the miseries which 
await the finally impenitent, the exquisite- 
ness and eternity of their miseries, that I 
know not what circumstance of terror might 
be a probable means of alarming your fears : 
you have been so often entreated " by the 
mercy of God, who has no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked ;'^ by the salvation of 
Jesus, which is infinitely free, and eternally 
sufficient; by tenderness to your own souls/ 
which are so deeply interested, that I know 
not what circumstance of consolation might 
prove effectual for exciting your hopes and 
encouraging you " to come in." B^it HE, 
** whose we are,, and whom we serve," has 
commanded us to " exhort with all long suf- 
fering and doctrine ;" to go out " into the 
?ets and lanes of the city,'* and proclaim 
ud, YET THERE IS ROOM, " the table of the 
iipel is not completely filled up," and 
ompel them to come in that my house 
ly be filled :'' Our ^onscienc^ also beaj; 
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US witness that such is our pity to your souFsj 
and concern for their everlasting welfare, 
we willingly embrace any opportunity and 
employ any argument while there remains 
n pcradventure that you will hear. " I pray 
you/* therefore, by all those monuments of 
divine mer<'y which have appeared in differ- 
ent ages of the world, " be ye reconciled to 
God.'^ Has not the grace of God displayed 
her sovereignty, her exceeding riches in the 
salvation of sinners even the chief? in dispens- 
ing her pardons to the most criminal ? in 
adorning with the beauties of holiness the 
most foul? in subduing to the obedience of^ 
faith the most obstinate, the most incorrigi^ 
bleofthe human kind? in raising to the 
highest mansions in glory those, who, by 
every species of abomination, were once de- 
based to the very suburbs of hell ? Could 
we draw aside the veil, and cast our eyes 
within the walls of the Jerusalem above, we^ 
might behold thousands seated high in bliss, 
shining " as stars and suns in our Father's 
kingdom," whose names were once loaded 
with crimes the most reproachful and abom- 
inable : Hast thou been a murderer? Such 
was Manasseh ; he caused the streets of 
Jerusalem to jflow with innocent blood ; 
*^ but he obtained mercy :*' Hast thou ^'=^^^ 
dishonest ? hast thou either secretly 
penly defrauded others of their due? k. 
was the thief on the cross ; " but he obt 
ed mercy/* Hast thou been impure, dt . 
led to the low gratifications of the fle^ 
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Such was Mary Magdalene ; ** but she ob- 
tained mercy/* Hast thou been "a blasphe- 
mer, a persecutor, an injurious person ?" 
has thou employed thy time, and talents, in 
reviling the name of Jesus, or scoffing at 
the professors of his religion? Such was 
Saul of Tarsus ; " but he obtained mercy.'' 
Hast thou been a fornicator, an idolater, 
an adulterer, a drunkard, an extortioner? 
Such were some of the Corinthians ; " but 
they obtained mercy :" Hast thou long pros- 
tituted a godly education, despised the en- 
treaties of parents, quenched the emotions 
of the Spirit, broken the most solemn reso- 
lutions of amendment? Such was a Gardiner; 
but " he obtained mercy." All these, how- 
ever foul in themselves, however debased by 
the number and the enormity of their trans- 
gressions, '^ are washed, and sanctified, and 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God." All these have 
entered into the covenant, and "yet, sinner, 
there is room" for thine admission. All 
these obtained peace to their consciences, 
and reconciliation with God, by the blood 
of the cross, and yet it flows, freely flows 
for thy redemption. By all these numer- 
ous, these illustrious monuments of mercy, 
" ^ pray you in Christ's stead be ye recoil- 
ed to God." Have millions of your na- 
e, of your character "been compelled to 
Tie in?" have they become partakers of 
i Lord Jesus with eternal glory ? I ask 
u by all that is terrible in the majesty of 

^OL. 4. L 2 
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^od, byall that is valuable in that soul 
which was created after bis image^ " why 
will YOU die ?" Why will you "judge your- 
selves unworthy of everlasting life" by indo- 
lently or obstinately continuing in sin ? Are 
not the conf}passions of God, the offices of 
Jesus, the consolations of the Spirit, the pro- 
mises of the word, the same that they former- 
ly were ? Is not the path to glory, through 
the rent veil of Immanuel's fle&h, as open 
BOW, as in the days of Manasseh or of Paul? 
** why then will you die ?" Does not a mer- 
ciful God as fervently expostulate?, "turn 
ye at my reproof, I will pour out my Spirit 
upon you, I will make known my words un- 
to yoq? Why therefore will you die?" Are 
not you as susceptible of glory or shame, of 
happiness in the cominunion of God, or tor- 
ment under the displays of his justice as 
others who have complied ? " why then will 
you die ?" 

Such is the embassy, brethren dearly be- 
loved, with which we are intrusted by the 
living God; we are commissioned to go 
forth to sinners of the human family ; to an- 
nounce that that Sovereign whom they 
had offended, against whom they had raised 
the arm of rebellion, is now reconciled 
through the interposition of the Etc — ' 
Son ; to declare that all things are readj 
the part of heaven ; that the King of ki- 
has no pleasure in your death, your everl 
ing destruction, in executing upon yo" 
punishment threatened against your cr. 
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but would rather that you "return and 
live ;'* that your immediate reconciliation is 
perfectly consistent with the honors of his 
law ; nay, that it will reflect eternal glory . 
on each part of the divine government. 
" Let the wicked forsake his way and the 
' unrighteous man his thoughts, let him turn 
to the Lord and he will have mercy upon 
him, and to our God for he will abundantly 
pardon him." 

According to the ability whichis given me 
of the Lord, I have endeavored this day to 
fulfil my commission ; I have appeared « as 
an ambassador for Christ," although infinite- 
ly unworthy and insufficient for a station so 
important, and as "though God did beseech 
you, I have prayed you, in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled to God." Various argu- 
ments have been employed, calculated both 
to urge and encourage you to accept the of- 
fered reconciliation, and thus conclude a 
treaty of peace. Now, brethren, it remains 
to know the issue of this embassy ; what re- 
turn shall I make to that Lord God who ap- 
pointed me to intercede with you upon this 
occasion, and compel you to come in?" 
Must I retire this evening to my closet, and 
reply, " Lord, it is done as thou hast com- 
nded ; I appeared as thine ambassador, 
» in thy name offered them a complete 
rdon for their past offences ; I endeavored 
yive them the most satisfactory and affec- 
y proofs of thy good will to our apostate 
orld ; that, rather than they should perish 
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eternally, lliou didst appoint thine own Son 
to suiier in their room, and to expiate their 
guilt with his most precious blood ; that now 
the glories of each divine Person, of each 
divine perfection are fully secured, nay, em- 
inently advanced in their restoration to 
friendship; I attempted, with all possible 
plainness and earnestness, to exhibit life and 
death, the blessing and the curse before them,.. 
by shewing that those who bowed to thy 
sceptre of grace should be immediately re- 
ceived into thy favor, and be eternally bless- 
ed in thy communion, while those who obsti- 
nately continue in their rebellion will be 
crushed by the arm of thy justice, and that 
to all eternity : I argued with them ; I 
expostulated with them by every consider- 
ation which imagination could conceive, and 
with all patience, being willing to endure 
any toil ; to submit to any reproach or per- 
secution, could 1 only have succeeded in ne- 
gociating a peace by bringing them to a re- 
ception of thy Son: But, Lord, I mention 
it with humiliation, with grief, with inexpres- 
sible anguish of spirit, that "they would 
have none of thy reproof;" so deep, so 
damnable is their delusion that they will 
scarcely listen to thine invitation, or if they 
do hearken for a time, they afterwa*'^° '''^- 
part apparently as careless as ever, equ.. 
regardless of thy favor or th}' frav»^Hs, 
smiles of thy countenance or the ligh^-^" 
of thy wrath; one is "gone to his fa 
his merchandise," as if this gain could ^*" 
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him at the expence of his soul ; as " if his 
gold or his silver would be able to deliver 
bimin the day of the Lord's Virrafh;" ano- 
ther appears utterly secure and indifferent ; 
be is asking "a little more sleep, a little 
more slumber, a little more folding of the 
bands to sleep," as if this momentary ease 
could profit him at the hazard of never-end- 
ing confusion and pain. Now, Lord, thou 
hast created all things, rational andirration* 
al, for advancing the glory of thy perfec- 
tions ; thou art the wise, the righteous and 
uncontrolable Disposer of all ; " none is able 
to stay thy hand," to resist thine operations, 
or dare " challenge, what doest thou ?" I 
resign them wholly to thine adorable sover- 
eignty; I must acknowledge that thou 
tvouldst be just in suspending any farther 
treaty, in calling home thy messengers of 
peace, and "swearing in thy wrath that 
henceforth they shall not enter into thy rest. 
— But who is a God like unto thee that par- 
donest iniquity?" Is not judgment thy 
strange work? art thou not rather exalted 
shewing mercy ? do not the honors of thy 
grace brighten in proportion to the worth- 
lessness, and wretchedness, and obstinacy of 
the sinner reclaimed ? I pray thee, therefare, 
to spare them in thy divine forbearance a 
1e longer, and grant another opportunity 
/eproving and exhorting if peradveniure 
y will hear. I adore thy goodness in of- 
ing reconciliation at a price so amazing 
'he sacrifice of thine own Son ; I admire 
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tby long suffering in importuning with sin^ 
ners of the human family from year to year^ 
when thou canst not be profited by our obe- 
dience ; " but thou art God and not manj 
and thy ways, therefore, £u:e not as our 
ways;" in thy name I will again address 
them, but if they continue carelefe and ob- 
stinate I know that their ruin is unavoidable, 
and that their misery through eternity will 
be increased in proportion to all the ear- 
nestness with which thy messengers have en- 
treated them in time ; I know Lord, that 
thou art bound by thy word, thine oath, by 
all tlie glories of thy throner ** to pour upoa 
the incorrigible rebel the fury of thine aur 
ger and tlie strei^tb of battle," and tby ser- 
Tants must lift up their hallelujah, acknow?- 
ledging, ^^ righteous art thou, Lord, in the 
judgments which thou a-rt executing." Bre- 
thren, must I return with such a message to 
him who hath appointed me to this ministry ?: 
Ml/ lips quivevy trembling seizes my honesy 
and my heart within me melts at the very 
thought ; my feeble frame cannot bear the 
impression that any of you should be ana^ 
thetnaj maranathay accursed at the appear- 
ance of Christ, or be doomed to " suffer the 
vengeance of eternal fire;" I rather enter- 
tain the pleasing hope that you will " vet 
consider your ways," and therefore ad< 
following directions which may ie 
your spiritual advantage. 

1. Be persuaded that the Lord Goct 
tertaijj3 designs of mercy towards yo" • *' 
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he is not wilKng that any of you shbutd pe* 
rish, but that all should come to repentance.'* 
What other or higher proofs of good will on 
bis part could you possibly conceive than 
are actually afforded in scripture ? " Through 
his tender mercies, the day spring from on 
high bath visited our world ;" his own Son 
•*isset forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, that he may be just, and 
yet justify the ungodly who believes."— 
Does he not pledge his word again and again; 
has he not sanctioned it with the greater so* 
lemnity of an oath> to remove every possi- 
ble doubt, " that he has no pleasure in your 
death," but wishes you "to return and live?" 
Does he not pursue you in your soul-de- 
rtroying career, and expostulate, " O my 
people, 5vhat have I done unto thee, where- 
in have I wearied thee, testify against me ?" 
Does not his Spirit appear grieved^ melted 
within him, humanly speaking, when the sin- 
ner becomes altogether incorrigible, when 
neither judgments nor mercies, admonitions 
nor entreaties will reclaim ? " How shall I 
give thee up Ephraim ! How shall I deliver 
tfaee, Israel ? How shall I make thee as Ad- 
mab ? How shall T make thee as Zeboim ? 
Mine heart is turned within me, my repent- 
jn.*o oj-e kindled together." Does he not 
i ~in men of your own family, " of like 
] ,„ions" with yourselves to stand forth as 
bassadors and treat in his name, " pray- 
you to be reconciled ?" Does he not in- 
I *''' behold, does he not fondly cherish 
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the first meltings of the sinner's heart, his 
first inclination to return ? " Surely I have 
heard Ephraiin bewioaning himself thus ; I 
heard him ;" his ears are open to the first 
penitential cries, and joy overflows his heart; 
he beholds the prodigal as soon " as he 
comes to himself ;" he runs to meet him^ 
" when he is yet a great way off; he falls 
on his neck and kisses him ;" he invites an- 
gels to mingle their exultations at the re- 
turn of the alien to his Father's house. 
" There is joy before the angels of God o- 
ver one sinner that repenteth," Meditate 
on these considerations, on all the pains 
which the great God has taken for our sal- 
vation, on all the expressions of love which 
he has afforded, and try to be persuaded 
that he really ** waits to be gracious to you, 
that he is really exalted, glorified in shew- 
ing mercy, and that judgment is his strange 
work ;" having pondered these things over 
and over, cast yourselves on his mercy ; 
resolve there and only there to be found liv- 
ing and dying. " One shall say I am the 
Lord's ; they shall join themselves to the 
Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not 
be forgotten," 

2. Reflect that "nothing, nothing" can 
possibly be gained by persevering in your 
present enmity and maintaining the warfare; 
but all that is valuable both in time and e- 
ternity must necessarily be forfeited* Can 
" any harden themselves against" God, and 
reasonably expect "to prosper?" Or can 
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fadingy feeble^e^A keep the field " when the 
Lord of hosts mustereth the hosts of the 
battle?" How full of grandeur, bow full of 
terror is his challenge uttered by the pro- 
phet I " Who would set the briers and thorns 
against me in battle ? I would go through 
them, I would burn them up together ; all 
the rage which can be manifested," as if he 
had said, " and all the opposition which can 
be made by mortals, by ten thousand worlds, 
is only fit fuel for the fire of my indignation. 
For behold the day coraeth that shall burn 
as an oven ; and all the proud, yea, and all 
that do wickedly shall be stubble ; and the 
day that conieth shall burn them up, saith 
the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch." No present ad* 
vantages, no energy of body, no fortitude 
of spirit, no aflSuence of fortune, no dignity 
of station can possibly secure in the hour 
of his wrath. He touches the strongest arm 
and it is instantly unnerved; one flash of 
the lightning of his fury cleaves the stoutest, 
the most impenetrable spirit ; the mere 
" breath of the blast of his nostril" sweeps 
the monarch from the height of his throne 
to the depth of perdition. Behold the dread 
confusion, hear the wild uproar of his ene- 
nrnes when the Lord of hosts cometh forth 
judge the nations. " And the kings of 
j earth, and the great men, and the rich 
n, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
x\y and ev^Ty bond man and every free 
in hid themselves in the dens and in the 1 
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rocks of Ihe mountains: and said to fhife 
mountains and rocks fall on us and hide us 
from the face of him that sitteth on the throne 
and from the wrath of the Lamb ; for the 
great day of his wrath is come, and who shall 
be able to stand ?*' O brethren, be entreat- 
ed to throw down the weapons of your re- 
bellion in time : " acquaint now yourselves 
with God and be at peace, thereby good 
«hall come unto you : Seek ye him and ye 
shall live ; seek him who maketh the seven 
stars and Orion ; who turneth the shadow of 
death into the morning; the Lord is his 
name." 

, 3. Let no time be lost in postponing the 
infinitely important work of salvation. A 
forbearing God has long been dealing with 
you by his servants ; he has often proposed 
the overtures of reconciliation; but if you 
persist in your unbelief and opposition, 
these may be shortly suspended ; all inter- 
course by his word, his Spirit, his ambassa- 
dors may speedily be closed, and the Lord 
God " swear in his wrath that ye shall not 
enter into his rest.** Remember that the 
scriptures mention " an accepted time, a day 
ofsalvation,"obviously insinuating that there 
is a period beyond which the sinner shall 
not be heard, and admission into gL.^ * 
be sought in vain. We are commar' 
geek the Lord while he may be foi 
call upon him while he is near," fore 
ino; us that the hour is coming when 1 
depart, never, never to be reconciled . 
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Witness the judgment of God against the 
Israelites who obstinately transgressed in 
i the wilderness. " Forty years long was I 
grieved with this generation, and saidj it is 
a people th^t do err in their hearts, and they 
have not known my ways; unto whom I 
swear in my wrath that they shall not enter 
into my rest.*' Witness also his judgment 
against the rich man who was resolving to 
take his ease, to eatj to drink, to be merry, 
I from the confidence of having " much goods 
laid up for many years. God said unto him 
I thou fool, this night shall thy soul be re- 
i quired." Witness again the curse denoun- 
I eed against the figtree which remained bar- 
ren under the means of cultivation, " behold^ 
tljese three years I come seeking fruit on 
I this fig tree and find none ; cut it down, why 
cumberelh it the ground ?" Behold, again, 
the fearful disappointment and doom of the 
foolish virgins, related in the parable ; " t hey 
afterwards came, saying Lord, Lord, open 
to us ; but he answered and said, verily I 
say unto you, I know you not." All these 
monuments of vengeance are exhibited for 
your admonilion and mine; they are set 
forth as beacons to prevent us from making 
shipwreck on the same rock. " Choose 
you," therefore, " this day whom ye will 
.J.* Now, now, now is the accepted 
le." Thus saith the Holy Ghost, " to- 
i if ye will hear his voice harden not your 
irts;" and as the Lord lives, whatever 
lots you to wait until another day, or hour, 
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comes from the inspiration of ''your father 
the devil." Is there any thing real in reli- 
gion? "give all diligence to make thy call- 
ing and election sure :" Is it true that " Je- 
sus Christ came into the world to save sinr 
ners ?" take no sleep to thine eyes, nor slum- 
ber to thine eye lids, until " he be formed 
in thy heart the hope of glory :" Is there a 
particular day of salvation ? " strive" migh- 
tily "to enter in, before the decree break 
forth and this day pass as the chaff:" Hast 
thou a soul to be saved or damned ? let its 
interests claim Ihine earliest, thy most'ear- 
nest attention : Is it to thee unknown but 
thy soul may this night be required ? sure- 
ly it is madness in the extreme to delay a- 
nother moment : Arise from thy slumbers ; 
act the part of a rational being ; hasten to 
the city of refuge " before the Lord's 3nger 
come upon thee,"^ and the voice of mercy 
be hushed for ever. As the Saviour " wept 
over Jerusalem," over her infatuation, her 
obstinacy, I cannot refrain from weeping at 
the thought that this message should be mis- 
improved by a single hearer or reader. " But 
if ye will not hear, and will not lay it to 
heart to give glory to his name," the Lord 
God of gods judge between 3 ouand me that 
I have delivered my own soul: i^ '^"^ ^^ 
you continues in unbelief and f "^ 
ishes, the conscience of that one .« ,, - 
if two, if ten, if twenty of you contir 
unbelief and are finally damned, th' 
sciences of those two, or ten., o- *"'^ 
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witnesses against each other that I ann free 
from their blood; I demand that hereafter, 
when " the heavens shall pass away like a 
a scroll," when "the last trumpet shall 
sound," when the Judge shall appear, when 
the nations shall assemble, when all the un- 
believing shall stand pale, self-condemned, 
God-condemned, on his left hand, you pub- 
licly exculpate me from being chargeable 
with your damnation ; when " in hell you 
lift up your eyes in torment and behold the 
redeemed afar off," your parents, it may 
be, your brethren, your sisters, the compa- 
nions of your youth, who sat under the same 
means, recall to mind this occasion, when I 
forewarned: you of those torments, and 
" prayed you to be reconciled to God :" — 
Myriads of ages hereafter, when the worniy 
an accusing conscience, still lives to torture, 
and. the flames still roll around thee with 
augmenting fury, recollect that this day, in 
this town, in this sanctuary, in this pulpit, 
from this passage, I prayed yon with all the 
affection of a brother, I prayed you with 
tears to be reconciled unto God. Amen. 

VOL.4. M 2 
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SERMON VI, 

ROMANS, XVI. ?• 

Who also were in Christ before me^ 

THERE 1^ nodisposhion of mind by 
which the real followers of the Lamb are 
more uniformly distinguished than unfeign- 
ed humility. They are willing upon all oc- 
casions and with all cheerfulness to com- 
mend what is excellent in others, and to ac- 
knowledge their own imperfections and in- 
significance. They will aim, when influen^ 
ced by the Spirit of their lowly Master, at 
•* doing nothing through strife or vain glory,, 
but in lowliness of mind each will esteem a- 
nother better than himself.*' This humili- 
ty and self denial of temper eminently 
adorned the great apostle of the Gentiles. 
Does he contemplate his former character 
as a sinner? he appears to labor for language 
to express his self-loathing and abhorrence. 
« I was a blasphemer, and persecutor, but I 
obtained mercy, that in me first* Jesus Christ 

' • The word here translated first, is the same which was render* 
ed chief In the preceding Terse, and perhaps the former translation 
expresses more correctly the apostle's intention. He evidently 
designs not so. much to express the order of time whe 
vingly converted, as to expose the enormity of his < 
ter before called by divine grace ; he intends to repress 
self as a cA/e/* sinner, as a transgressor who stood ^vst, I 
degree, sm pre-eminent in impiety : thus he would maj^ 
riches of that grace which abounded in his pardon, antd 
rage others who migUt afterwards incli 
sklvation. 
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jDiJght shew forth all long suffering as a pat- 
iern to them that should hereafter believe 
on hirn to life everlasting." While he con- 
templates his present attainments as a chris- 
tian and an apostle, he pronounces himself 
more weak, more worthless and contempti- 
ble than any; not only as "the least,*' but 
even " less than the least of all saints, and 
not worthy to be called an apostle. To me, 
who am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given, that I should preach among 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ." Such was obviously the reigning 
temper of his mind when he indited the pas- 
sage which is designed as the subject of our 
present reflections : He sends his salutation, 
his affectionate respects, his unfeigned wish- 
es for all prosperity, "to Andronicus and 
Junia, who," he adds, are "of note among 
the apostles,*' virtually acknowledging that 
they far outshone him in their personal at- 
tainments and their services to the church ; 
" but," as if he had said, " their greatest su- 
periority over me, their distinguishing glory 
is this, "they were also in Christ before 
me ;'* they were in Christ, united to his glo- 
rious person, and thus interested in the rich- 
es of his salvation, while I was "a' stranger 
and foreigner," ladened wilh all the guilt, 
1 debased wilh all the pollutions of my 
oral state ; " they were in Christ,'' enjoy- 
" the glorious liberty of his children,'* 
1 favored with the endearments ofhisfel- 
^'^hip, while I remained the slave of uh- 
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mortified lust, and deluded by the artifices^ 
of the arch adversary of souls/' He con- 
siders itas his unspeakable loss and reproach, 
that he had so obstinately resisted the grace 
of Jesus, and remained so long a stranger to 
the joys of his salvation. 

The expression, "being in Christ," is fre- 
quently used by this apostle and other in- 
spired writers. " If any man be in Christ 
be is a new creature ; Ye are his workman- 
ship created in Christ Jesus unto good works." 
There is an outward, visible relation to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which is the privilege of 
all who profess his religion, and manifest a 
public allachment to his cause in the world : 
this is the situation of all who have been 
baptized in his name, and have not renoun- 
ced their baptism by open inftdelhy, and an 
utter denial of his religion. To this out- 
ward, visible relation the Redeemer alludes 
in the following passage, " every branch in 
lue," by external profession and dedication> 
" that beareth not fruit he takelh away."- — 
Even this union to the Son of God is attend- 
ed with numerous and singular advantages : 
The person is thereby introduced into the 
communion of the visible church, obtains an 
interest in the piiayers of the righteous, and 
is favored with the means of saHation. — 
They enjoy every outward advanL^ 
admonitions of the law, the entreaties 
gospel, and the ordinary operati^ — 
Spirit, in common with those who . 
tually and savingly called. P -^ - 
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tion, however intimate and interesting, falls 
infinitely short of the union mentioned in 
our text. This consists in being "joined to 
the Lord Christ'' as reaHy as the branch is 
ingrafted into the vine, or as the members of 
the human body are united to the head. — 
He that is joined to the Lord is one spir- 
it with him : We being many are one body 
in Christ, and every one members of ano- 
ther." This union of the sinner to the Sa- 
viour, is effected by the Spirit of the living 
God, and is accomplished in his effectual 
calling. The children of adoption are there- 
fore represented as " born of the Spirit, as 

saved by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy^ Olrost.^ This all- 
gracious, all-mighty Agent makes his en- 
trance into their hearts with all their abom- 
inations, raises them up to spiritual life, and 
produces that faith by which they apprehend 
the Lord Christ, and apply him as their on- 
ly portion. The very moment that the soul 
is thus powerfully apprehended by the Spi- 
rit, and enabled by faith to apprehend the 
Saviour, a foundation is laid and a title se- 
cured for all the privileges of grace and 
glory. So real, so intimate is this relation, 
that whatever belonged formerly to Christ 
'^aigs hereafter to them; that whatever 
J done by Him, as their representing 
ad, is considered as done by them his 
''ical members. The soul, in conse- 
.*ice of this union, as really derives all 
-♦.to\ support, its life, light, strength and 



142 

consolation from Jesus the ever LiTmG- 
HEAD, as the natural branches derive their 
influence and nourishment from the tree up- 
on which they grow. " He that abideth in 
me and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit, for without me ye can do no- 
thing." The believer, thus joined to the 
Lord, becomes as fully interested in all his 
mediatorial blessings, as the wife by the mar- 
riage contract becomes interested in the- 
property of her husband ; his righteousness 
becomes theirs iov reconciliation ; with this^ 
as with an immaculate robe, they are ador- 
ned, and introduced into the presence of the 
Eternal King ; his promises become theirs,^ 
their oharter* their, writtein «^ourit;jr for cyc-* 

ry spiritual and immortal blessing ; his co- 
venant also is theirsy their repository in? 
which all their treasures are laid up, and 
from which they are warranted to receive 
for the supply of their largest desires ; his^ 
angels are, in a certain sense, theirs^ become 
subservient to their consolation and safety r- 
" They are all ministering spirits sent forth, 
tx) minister to them as heirs of salvation;'* 
and, what is their crowning felicity and glo- 
ry, " his Father is their Father, and his God 
their God," Such are the privileges, the- 
exalted privileges of all who are «avinorIv 
united to the adorable Jesus. " 
are theirs ; whether Paul, or Apol 
phas, or the world, or life, or H 
things present, or things to coi 
theirs; because they are Christ'' 
is God V 
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Wltbout detaining you longer by attempt- 
ing to explain the nature of our union to 
the Son of God, or the benefits which neces- 
sarily accompany this relation, we proceed 
1o consider the advantages of being early in 
Christ. There is no necessity for praving 
that early piety is recommended in this part 
of the verse. After its inspired author had 
noticed Andronicus andJunia as eminent a- 
mong the apostles, he concludes his remarks 
concerning them by adding, with peculiar 
emphasis, and apparent humiliation and 
grief, " who were also in Christ before me.'* 
Bear with me while I declare that I feel 
inexpressible anxiety, nay, anguish of spir- 
it, respecting (he success of this message on 
the souls of the young: I am persauded 
that as the truth of the living God, however 
feebly delivered, or unworthy the instru- 
ment, " it shall not return unto him void ;'* 
it cannot fail to have a most solemn ten- 
dency upon every youth who may have op- 
portunity of perusing it ; if it is not instru- 
mental in awakening them from their le- 
thargy, and leading them to serious reflec- 
tion, it must tend to harden them in sin, 
and prepare for a more untimely and awful 
visitation, " He that being often reproved, 
'^eneth his neck, shall suddenly be des- 
^ed and that without remedy." With 
^ very imperfect attempt to instruct or 
suade I can only mingle my most fervent 
lyers, " that the God of our Lord Jesua 
»''^t, the Father of glory, may give thera 
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ihe Spirit of wisdom and revelation in tlie 
knowledge of Christ; the eyes of their un- 
derstanding being enlightened that tliey 
may know what is the iiope of his callings 
and what the riches of the glory of his inhe- 
ritance among the saints.'' 

1. Early acquaintance with our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, early union to his person is desir- 
able, because thereby you are fitted for 
glorifying God, and answering the end of 
your creation. This argument for enfor- 
cing early religion is mentioned Jirst, be- 
. cause it is like an appeal to the generosity 
of the young, and must, in some measure, 
impress them, unless doubly " hardened by 
the deceitfulness of sin," Pause a moment, 
beloved youth, and reason with thyself ia 
the following manner; "who is the origi- 
nal author of my existence ? Who formed 
this body so admirably curious in all its 
parts ; the seeing eye, the hearing ear, the 
tongue, the hands, the feet ? While other 
animals are naturally prone towards the 
ground, as a proof that they were destined 
for meaner pursuits, who formed this body 
erect, this countenance directed towards 
the heavens, shewing that 1 was designed for 
nobler employments ? Who formed my ra- 
tional and immortal spirit ? who endc"''^'^ ^* 
with various faculties so far exalted 
the merely animal world, and capr 
endless advances in knowledge? W.. 
served me in the helpless period of inl^. 
when I was incapable of speaking or tb* 
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ing or acting ? who guarded me in the hour 
of danger, and supported me in the hour of 
distress ? When many of my own age and 
associates are gone to the land of silence^ and 
mingled with their mean original, some of 
tliem perhaps without any forethought on that 
eternity into which they were plunging, 
who has sustained my soul in life, and is yet 
continuing the oflers of mercy ?" Reason 
with thyself in this manner, and then say^ 
does not every principle of generosity, of 
gratitude call upon thee to love a Benefac- 
tor so liberal ? " to remember thy Creator 
in the days of Xhy youth ?'* Were the mem- 
bers of thy body formed to shew forth thy 
Maker's praise ? and yet shall they be de- 
based as "instruments of unrighteousness to 
gin?" Were the powers of thy soul created 
after his image, and designed for contempla- 
4ing his perfectiotas, for tracing them as they 
shine in the works of creation and redemp- 
tion ? and yet shall they be lost upon the 
vanities of the world ? " Do you thus re- 
quite the Lord? O foolish people and un- 
wise ! Is he not thy Father that hath bought 
thee ? Hath he not made thee and establish- 
ed thee?" Do you feel no inward meltingtf 
of heart ? does not the penitential tear roll 
ensibly from thine eye when a Benefac- 
so kind utters the complaint? "I have 
urished and brought them up as children, 
L they have rebelled against me ; the ox 
oweth his owner, and the ass his master's 
b, but Israel doth not know, my people 
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(loth not consider." The great God seem- 
ingly turns away disappointed from his own 
creation, and " repents that he made man 
upon the earth." 

2. Early acquaintance with the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, early union to his Person is de- 
sirable, because thereby he is delighted, " he 
sees of the travail of his soul and is satisfied.'* 
It is evident, from innumerable passages of 
scripture, that the sooner you come to 
Christ the better; he will be the more pleas- 
ed and honored : How frequently does be 
overlook the wise, the mighty, the honora- 
ble, and solicit the attention of the young ! 
" My son give me thine heart : Wilt thou 
not from this time cry unto me, my Father, 
Ihou art the guide of my youth? Hear me 
now, therefore, O ye children, and depart 
not from the words of my mouth." Will 
this consideration have no influence in de- 
termining you "to seek the Lord God of 
your fathers ?" What has the compassionate 
Saviour done and suffered for promoting 
your happiness? Has he not contributed 
more for securing your welfare, than your 
parents, your dearest friends, than all the 
men on earth, and all the angels in heaven 
could have done through eternity? He en- 
dured the most painful sufferings in his life, 
and at last died the accursed death of 1" 
cross to be a " propitiation for your sii 
he blotted out,'* with his own blood, "f 
hand wTiting that stood against y6u, and 
pened a new and living way into the hoH 
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of all." Is it nothing to you that the Lord 
of glory was thus humbled ? that the Prince 
of life became obedient even unto death in 
your behalf? Is there nothing moving, no- 
thing constraining in love so free, so im- 
mensely great ? Can you survey the variety 
of his sufferings, the anguish of his spirit in 
the garden, and on the tree? and yet feel 
no obligation to this suffering, redeeming 
Lord? Will you, my young friends, "cru- 
cify the Son of God afresh, and put him to 
open shame,'* by trampling on that blood 
which he poured forth for your redemption?' 
Did he not endure enough from the malice 
of men, from the rage of devils, from the 
wratli of bis righteous Father? must you 
inflict a still deeper wound by endeavoring 
to " make his cross of no effect" through 
your unbelief? He frequently and earnest- 
ly entreats you to hear his voice, and I ap- 
peal to all that is manly, to all that is digni- 
fied in your nature, is he not worthy of your 
first love ? The period of youth is the me- 
ridian of human life, the body and mind are 
then in their vigor, in their glory, and most 
capable of exertion ; would it not, therefore, 
be ungrateful, ignoble in the extreme, to of- 
fer, " this period*' as a sacrifice to "the de- 
^ "' the world and the flesh," and afterwards 
I je with the wrinkled face, a broken con- 
s .ution and languishing spirits cfs an offer- 
i - to Jehovah your Redeemer ? 

I. Early acquaintance with the Lord Je- 
s Christ, early union to his person is dp- 
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fiirable, because thereby your own bappir 
ness is unspeakably promoted. They are 
strangers to solid peace, to rational and sub- 
stantial joy, who have never beheld the glo- 
ry of Jesus, nor experienced the fellowship 
of his love. This is not a matter merely of 
speculation ; it is not the assertion barely 
of those who minister at the altar, and whose 
interest it may appear to propagate these 
sentiments ; it is the testimony of the living 
God, who will not deceive j^ew, who himself 
cannot be deceived ; who created the im- 
mortal soul, and therefore knows pei-fectly 
wherein its true interest, and honor, and 
liappiness consist. Hear his judgment de- 
clared in lani(uage which cannot be misua* 
derstood. "Wisdom h better than rubies> 
and all the things that may be desired are 
not to be compared to it : For whoso find- 
eth me findeth life, but he that sinneth a- 
gainst me wrongeth his own soul > all they 
that hate me love death/*^ This is the tes- 
timony of thousands and thousands in all 
periods and in all situations of huiuan life ; 
of those who had access to all the pleasures^ 
and attained to the highest honors which tlie 
world could afford : their happiest momenta 
beyond comparison were those which they 
spent in conversing with their God,, af «'^^«- 
bly lost in the admiration of his cx' 
cies, and enjoying the assurance of hi« 
One, high on tlie seat of human honoi, ,. 
basking beneath the sunshine of prosperr 
solemnly attests, ^'thou hast put gladness 
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my heart more than in the time that their 
corn and wine increased ; a day in thy courts 
is better than a thousand." Another as 
confidently asserts, " whom having not seen 
we love, and in whom, although we see him 
not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory." Let us hear 
the testimony of one who lived in our owft 
age, and has lately exchanged the joys of 
the earthly, for the brighter glories of the 
heavenly sanctuary* "Little as I am ac- 
quinted with the Lord, 1 leave it as my dy* 
ing testimony that there is none like Christ; 
there is nothing like fellowship with Christ, 
I dare aver before God, and angels, and mera, 
that I would not exchange the pleasures of 
religion which I have enjoyed, especially 
in the days of my youth, for all the plea- 
sures and profits and honors of this world, 
since the creation till this present time, ten 
thousand times told. Had I ten thousand 
worlds in my offer, and these secured to 
me for ever, they woald be utterly rejected. 
Doubtless I count all things but loss for the; 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Je- 
sus my Lord, and do count them but dung 
to win him.''^ Such is the testimony of 
the righteous with respect to the pleasures 
of religion ; and can the generation of the 
ungodly boast of joys thus refined and sa- 
ying? Have the tribe of drunkards, of 
tdels, of atheists found a retreat tluis se- 
e, pleasures thus elevatijd in all the. 

'-"wn's Posthimious works,..p. 140. 
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haunts of iniquity ? Nay, have they not ex- 
perienced in life ; have not many of them 
acknowledged with unutterable agony in 
their dying bours, " that all is vanity and 
vexation of spirit?** 

4. Early acquaintance with the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, early union to his person is desir- 
able, because thereby you are kept from the 
grosser pollutions of the world; those pol- 
lutions into which the " election of grace,"^ 
before their conversion, have often been 
plunged to the dishonor of God, and their 
own bitter remorse and humiliation. For 
this reason, they are doubly honored, they 
are doubly blessed whom the Holy Ghost 
sanctifies in early life, and preserves from 
the follies which are common in that age. 
Often, often have the children of the king- 
dom gone with dejected hearts, and confu- 
sion of face, while they lived, on account of 
their youthful imj)ieties : The recollection 
of these has not only ruffled the calm of old 
age, but has thrown a deep shade over their 
spirits in a departing hour. This considera- 
tion tends also to lessen their confidence in 
reproving impiety in others, or at least takes 
off* the edge of reproof when administered* 
How melancholy was the recollection which 
Ephraim entertained of his youthful follies 
after he had been brought to a considerati" 
of Jiis ways ! " Surely after that I was ti 
ed I repented, and after that I was instri 
ed I smote upon my thigh, as a mark of . 
dignation against myself: although Ih 
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oblained mercy of the Lord, I was ready to 
become my own executioner, and take ven- 
geance on myself;" I was ashamedy " I could 
not look up with confidence to that God a- 
gainst whom the offence was coinmitteil ; I 
bad not freedom to associate with the righ- 
teous whom I had grieved ; I could not with 
suitable boldness reprove the ungodly whom 
my impious conduct had hardened in trans- 
gression ; yen even confounded, " I was filled 
with amazement at the infatuation, at the 
very madness of my former conduct : [ be- 
came, in some me?4sure, a terror to my self if 
not to others ; because I did bear the re- 
proach of my youth ;" each recollection of 
his youthful vanities was a new source of 
humiliation and shame. With these we may 
compare the exercises of the patriarch Job. 
** AVherefore hidest thou thy face, or hold- 
€st me for an enemy ? for thou writest bit- 
ter things against me, and makest me to 
possess the iniquities of my youth.'* He ap- 
pears to consider all the afflictions, all the 
disappointments which he experienced, whe- 
ther temporal or spiritual, as the chastise- 
ment of a righteous Father for his youthful 
wantonness and impiety. 

5. Early acquaintance with our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, early union to his person is de- 
jble, because we thus enjoy a greater op- 
rtunity of serving our Redeemer, and 
r generation in the world. The sooner 
proceed to business in the morning, the 
>re we are able to accomplish during the 
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day ; he who goes out to his eraploymerrt 
at the*hour of four, or five, or six, can per- 
foim more business, and to better purpose,, 
than he who lingers until nine, or ten, or 
eleven. — Upon the same principle, they 
who early devote themselves to the Son of 
God, and enter into his service, have oppor- 
tunity of doing more for their Creator, their 
Redeemer, and their generation,, than those 
who waste the morning of life in. the vani- 
ties of the world. It was this consideration, 
which peculiarly affliet^d and melted the 
soul of the great apostle. His spirit was. 
seemingly overwhelmed with sorrow, and. 
his cheeks bathed in tears while he men- 
tions " Andronicusand Junia" who had been, 
"in Christ before him." Methinks I hear 
this holy man indulging himself in these 
plaintive reflections: " These favored youth* 
were enlisted under the banner of Jesus,, 
and advancing his interests in the worlds 
while I was not only resisting bis Spirit>^ 
but openly doing many things in opposition 
to the progress of his gospel: While I was 
blaspheming his sacred name, "making ha- 
vock of the church, hailing men and women 
compelling them to blaspheme," these were 
employed in adoring his love, and preach- 
ing repentance and reconciliation through 
his cross; while they, by the meekness ^^ 
their conversation, and the excellence 
their example, were silencing the enem: 
of religion, edifying and emboldening t 
disciples of the Lord, I with more thp*^ 
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dinaiy rage was persecuting his followers, 
grieTing their righteous souls, and leading 
others to everlasting ruin ; while they, by a 
humble dependance on the Saviour's n>er- 
its, and a manly zeal for his honor, were 
" working out for themselves an exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory," I, had not free, 
almighty grace interposed, was " treasuring 
up for myself wrath against the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God." O the depth of his condescension 
and sovereignty, that at this advanced hour 
of the day, he should admit me into his vine- 
yard, and acknowledge me as the least, the 
most unworthy of his servants.'' Even af- 
ter the apostle, through the abounding rich- 
es of divine grace, had obtained forgive- 
ness from God, he never could obtain par- 
don from himself — Therefore, in the ac- 
count which he gives of himself to the Co- 
rinthian church, he declares, " I am the 
least of the apostles, that am not meet to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God." Will this consideration 
have no influence in constraining you to 
employ the morning of your days in the 
service of Christ Jesus the Lord ? Are you 
not obligated by every dictate of reason and 
revelation ; by all your privileges, all your 
jspects as men and as christians, to offer 
n your bodies and spirits as a living sacri- 
.ey to give him the earliest affection of 
Hir hearts, the undivided service of your 
ei ? Was yourduration on earth ten thou- 
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sand times longer than it is, and your pow- 
ers for honoring the Redeemer ten thousand 
times greater, more enlarged than they are, 
you would still be infinitely, tnjinitdy in- 
debted to his condescension and Jove. JNay» 
ten thousand angels, amidst the lapse often 
thousand ages, would be unable to pay the 
debt of one ransomed sinner to his redeem- 
ing God ; eternity itself, which as far ex- 
ceeds the period now mentioned as the 
boundless ocean exceeds a single drop, or 
as the globe of the earth exceeds one parti- 
cle of dust, this eternity itself will be short 
enough to spend in his service and shew 
forth his praise ; and yet can you hesitate 
about offering" him this short, uncertain, mi- 
serable life? Were it possible for grief to 
enter the " spirits of the just made perfect 
in heaven," they must grieve that they bad 
been so long unacquainted with Jesus, that 
they had done so little for him upon earth ; 
were it possible for Manasseh the murderer, 
for the thief who died on the cross, or Saul 
of Tarsus, who had " long breathed out 
threatenings against the church," to address 
you from their mansions in glory, they 
would call upon you, not to sleep as do 
OTHERS ; they would exhort you, to seek 

FIRST the KIKGBOM OF GoD AND HIS RIG*^'*^ 

eousnes ; to remember your Creator 
the days of your youth. 

6. There is another consideration by wiii« 
I would urge you to aspire after piety 
your youth, and which I am obliged , 
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mention with a degree of trembling and hor- 
ror ; it is addressed more immediately to 
your fears, and may the Lord God give it 
a becoming influence on your hearts ; the 
consideration is this, that in early life you 
stand the greatest chance, humanly speak- 
ing, of seeking religion with success. " To 
every thing there is a season, and a time for 
every purpose under the heavens." There 
is a particular season of the year when the 
husbandman must commit his seed to the 
earth if he rationally expects a crop. This 
doctrine is, perhaps, not more true as it re- 
spects the natural, than as it respects the spi- 
ritual world. There is a period in human 
life when the foundation is laid for a blessed 
immortality, or the work, for the most part 
remains undone forever; and this, in ordi- 
nary cases, is the period'^ of youth. That 

* I have been highly entertained, and I trust, animated in pe- 
rusing " The Memoirs of Eminently Pious Women," a work late- 
ly published in London. The zeal of tliese holy persons shone 
illustrious in every walk of life ; it roused them to seize every 
opportunity, and to occupy every talent in doing good, in pro- 
moting tlie salvation of their children, their servants, their poor 
neighbors, and in diffusing through desolate places the know- 
ledge of salvation. But I mention this work principally witli a 
view of engaging the attention and interesting the hearts of the 
young. In these memoirs of nearly fifty women, there is, so far 
as I recollect, scarcely an instance of one being" converted after 
the ag« of twenty years. They chiefly became acquainted witli 
the tiord Jesus and felt savingly the po-wer of his resurrection from 
12 th to the 18th year of their age. God forbid that I should 
onsidered as by any means discouraging those who have out- 
i tliat period witliout satisfactory proofs of a saving chang^. 
stout-hearted and those that are far from righteousness 9xe ei- 
itly called to the marriage of the I^amb. Yet this fact un- 
btedly demands tlie serious consideration of the young: It 
wrs tliat it is dangerous in the extreme to delay repentance, 
iSerthcdaysofyou^to pass ^lUznproY^d. Grudiially qs 
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quesiion long since proposed by a " master 
in Israel, although it proceeded from igno- 
rance in him,contains a]very solemn and aw- 
ful admonition lo the young, can a man 
BE BORN WHEN HE IS OLD ? " Can the Ethi- 
opian change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots ? then may those also do good that 
are accustomed to do evil." The instances 
of convergion in advanced life are compara- 
tively rare, and attended with a much se- 
verer conflict from the increased strength 
of corruption. If we deliberately reject a 
gracious God when we are young, we have 
little encouragement either from reason or 
revelation to expect that he will receive us 
in old age. Although Jehovah the Sancti- 
fier deals with the human heart according 
to his unsearchable sovereignty, and calls 
the objects of his love by whatever method, 
and in whatever period his sovereignty dic- 
tates ; yet those, who grow up careless un- 
der the means of salvation, are usually per- 
iTwtted to continue in their carelessness ; the 
Lord God, in righteous indignation, " lets 
THEM ALONE," Icaves them to a spirit of 
slumber, " lest they see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with 
their hearts, and convert and be healed ; 
♦^•ey are sealed up to final impeni^^ 



1% 



we advance in years the tares of this -pforld, the dec^. ^ 
riches, and the desire of other things multiply upon us and di 
out attention from the one thing needful — Our Redeemer remar] 
hardly shall a rich man enter into the kingdom of God : perl 
scripture and observation will justify us in sayinR"* h " 
"^heu that are old enter the kingdom^ 
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tenscience becomes ** seared as with a hot 
iron,*' and ordinances and providences al- 
together lose their effect. How awful was 
the denunciation of God against the nation 
of Israel ! and it is equally alarming to the 
individual who misiraproves his season of 
mercy. " And I spake unto you rising up 
early and speaking but ye heard not ; and 
I called but ye answered not ; therefore, 
pray not thou for this people, neither lift up 
your cry nor prayer for them, neither make 
Intercession to me, for I will not hear thee." 
O my young friends, do not your hearts se- 
cretly tremble at the very thought of being 
utterly forsaken of God ? of being deliver- 
ed up " to strong delusions, that ye should 
believe a lie, that yc all may be damned 
who believe not the truth but have pleasure 
in unrighteousness ?" Can you conceive a 
being out of hell more wretched, more ac- 
cursed, than the person of whom the Holy 
Ghost has concluded, " he is joined to his 
idols let him alone ? Hear me now, there- 
fore, O ye children, and depart not from 
the words of my mouth ; lest thou give thine 
honor to others and thy years unto the cru- 
el ; and thou mourn at the last, when thy 
flesh and thy body ar^ consumed, and say, 
how have I hated instruction, and my heart 

.pised reproof ; and have not obeyed the 

*ce of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear 

them that instructed me. 
hese are the advantages of early piety, 

lich after much painful inquiry impressed 

TOL. 4. o 
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my mind as the most obvious, and I trust 
that you are fully convinced both of their 
reality and importance. Surely there is 
something dignified, something desirable in 
fulfilling tlie end of your creation, in an- 
swering the expectations of Him who gave 
you existence, and is daily crowning you 
with all the blessings of life ; in obeying the 
■voice of that Jesus who came unasked, un- 
deserved, unexpected, and " made his soul 
an ofiering for your sins ;'* in " laying a 
good foundation'' for usefulness in this 
world, and immortal blessedness in the next. 
What is now your serious determination ? 
Is early acquaintance with Jesus the friend 
of sinners, an early surrender of yourselves 
to his service infinitely desirable ? and yet 
will you be so infatuated as to halt another 
hour between two opinions ? Are Jehovah 
Jesus, the suffering, bleeding Saviour, "with 
glory and honor and immortality" in his 
hand, and " the prince of darkness," this 
vile apostate from his God, with never end- 
ing perdition in his hand, the rivals which 
contend for your souls? and yet do you he- 
sitate whose voice you will hear, whose of- 
fer you will embrace ? Is it with you a mat- 
ter of mere indifference whether you inherit 
the blessing or the curse ? whether y^" *^'^- 
come an eternal inhabitant of hea^ 
hell ? There h not a holy intelbj^^. 
throughout the creation of God, not ar 
gel, hot a seraph, not a cherub in hea. 
not a ransomed spirit in glory, not a r 
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sromed spirit in grace, but would pity your 
delusion, and, if they could weep, would 
weep over your folly ; there is not a fallen 
spirit in bell but must stand amazed at your 
madness in misimproving opportunities so 
precious, in neglecting a salvation so great. 
What prayers, what tears would they not 
give for the abatement of their misery a sin- 
gle hopr ! How ardently did one expostu- 
late, that he might not be " tormented be- 
fore the time!" that the full execution of 
the curse might be suspended a little long- 
er! How importunately did another ask e- 
ven "a drop of water to cool his tongue when 
tormented in the flames!^' And yet when 
the door of mercy stands^ open, will you be 
at no pains to enter in 1 when eternal glory 
.is in your offer, when it is presented as a 
gift divinely /ree, through Jesus (.'hrist, are 
you regardless about accepting it? When 
your destiny for ever may be depending, as 
it were, on the improvement of a single 
hour, will you be asking a "little more 
sleep, a little more slumber?" There is not 
a stork in the keavens, not a turtle^ not a crane, 
not a swalhw, not an antj that creeps on the 
earth, insignificant as it may appear, but 
rebukes your insensibility and slot Ik These 
'■""ational orders of being " know their ap- 
inted time;" they " provide their meat 
summer,'' they "gather their food in bar- 
5t. Give glory, therefore, to the Lord 
ur God, before he cause darkness, and 
fore yoiu* feet stumble upon the dark 
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mountains, and while you Took for Jighl^ 
he turn it into the shadow of death, and make 
it gross darkness/' 

But fondly " I hope better things of you,** 
beloved youlh, and " things which accom- 
pany salvation;** I would therefore men- 
tion, for your encouragement, that all things 
are ready on the part of heaven ; God the 
Father is ready to adopt you into bis fami- 
ly, to acknowledge you as his sons and 
daughters and make over the inheritance of 
children. He tenderly entreats, " wilt thou 
not from this time cry unto me, my Father, 
thou art the guide of my youth ?" he gra- 
ciously promises, " I will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters^ 
saith the Lord Almighty.*' God the Son n 
ready to receive you as members of his mys- 
tical body, to make over the covenant with 
its everlasting blessings, to give you com- 
plete remission through his atoning sacri- 
fice, and with his divinely perfect righteous- 
ness to secure your title to immortal glory. 
How movingly does he exclaim — " Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock ; if any man 
will hear my voice and open unto me, I wiH 
come in and sup with him and he with me.** 
God the Holy Ghost is ready to take pos- 
session of your hearts, to sanctify y 
bis grace, and prepare you for future 
ry : The church of the first born is ret 
bail your early approach to the Sa»Av 
and acknowledge you as their brethren ; 
sisters in the fellowship of his lov*^* ' 
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wilt you, whose soulsy whose eternal all are 
at stake, be the only party unwilling? Can 
you be unconcerned wheliier you be finally 
saved or lost ? Are you so fond of ease 7iowy 
that you will not take the trouble of serious 
thought, of examining whether you " are 
born of the Spirit, of seeking the Lord while 
be may be found V and yet can you coolly 
bear the thought of suffering the vengeance 
of eternal fire;*' of being "punished wilh 
everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the, Lord ?" I am fully persuaded that if 
the eyes of your understanding were only 
opened to conceive the ten thousandth part 
of your danger, of the guilt of sin, of the 
justice of Jehovah, of the torment which 
awaits the impenitent, you could think of 
Bothing else but deliverance ; you could 
enjoy no peace in your minds, you could 
take no sleep to your eyes, until you found 
reconciliation in the blood of the Lamb.— 
The man under the sentence of death, who 
does not know but the next may be the la- 
tal hour of execution, cannot be unconcern- 
ed ; the man seized with some poignant dis- 
ordeiv which is already reaching his vitals, 
and threatening his instant destruction, can- 
not be unconcerned ; the man rolling on 
anrne mighty water, and liable every mo- 
.nt to be overwhelmed, cannot be uncon- 
•ned ; the man exposed in the open field, 
en the tempest is collecting its fury, wlien 
I lightnings are flashing and the thunders 
tling over his head, cannot be unconcern- 
roL. 4. o 2 
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ed ; but what is the terror of either of t&esre 
situations? what are the accumulated ter* 
rors of all these situations, compared with 
1hine» unpardoned sinner? The curse of 
God is upon thee ; the wrath of God hangs 
over thee ; hell from beneath opens wide to 
receive thee ; infernal spirits long for per- 
mission to drag thee down to their horrible 
abodes ; and yet canst thou be unconcerned ? 
" As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, 
there is but a step between thee and 
4eath ;" there is but a vcywr between thee 
and unquenchable flames ; and let me fore* 
warn thee, before thou hast taken the ad* 
venturous leap, that it is everlasting, ev- 
IRLASTING, EVERLASTING punishment. Wbat 
heart does not start back with horror at the 
very thought? Everlasting punishment! 
Were it torment for a day, however eiqui- 
site, it might be endured > were it punisb- 
ment for a month, a year, an age, or dt se- 
ries of ages, some hardy spirit might dare 
encounter its terror, but who can delibe- 
rately lie down in never ending pain ? Aw- 
ful overwhelming anticipation ! After my- 
riads of ages have revolved, and myriads^ 
and myriads have succeeded, it will be on- 
ly the morning of their misery, the first 
fruits of their hell: Be forewarned a''^^ ^*>on- 
ly beloved youth, thatycw/r punishme" 
be aggravated by all the instructic 
all the intreaties that you have enjoyed 
time.— Better for you that you had be 
born among the Indians of the west, am^ 
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the Africans of the south, or Ihe frozen ixt* 
babitants of the north, where the bible was 
never seen, where the voice of reconcilia- 
tion was never heard, nor the privileges of 
the sabbath and sanctuary enjoyed. How 
mu^t it increase your misery to recollect in 
hell the precious seasons that passed over 
you on earth ; to recall to mind the nume- 
rous warnings, the pressing, affectionate in- 
vitations which you enjoyed through the 
week and on the Sabbath, in private and in 
public, from your parents and your minis- 
ters, who were willing " to endure all things" 
for your conversion? Nay, the torment ev- 
en of devils will be easily borne compared 
with yours, if " you neglect so great salva- 
tion/' It will in some measure gild the 
gloom of their prison, and soften the horrors 
of their hell, that no door of mercy was ever 
opened for their return ; that although they 
sinned against God, yet they never resisted 
light so clear, they never abused love so as- 
tonishing, they never trampled on that very 
body which was crucified, on that very 
blood which was shed for their pardon. — By 
these terrors of the Lord I would " urge 
and entreat" you to flee " from the wrath 
to come." God is my witness that I wish 
not to " torment you before the time," only 
'he pleasing hope of at least saving some. 
om this moment let the salvation of 
ui' souls be the great business of your 
es; let it employ your thoughts by day 
i by night, Eather neglect all other 
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calling, rather neglect eating when hungry, 
drinking when thirsty, sleeping in its sea- 
son ; rather suflTer your bodies to pine in the 
most exquisite pain, or to bleach in the win- 
ter's blast, than neglect the great work of sal- 
ration. I solemnly declare that I consider it 
as of comparatively no consequence what 
be your condition in this world, what afflic- 
tion, what reproach, what contempt you en- 
dure ; the soul, eternity is alL What con- 
solation did it afford the rich man in hell tO' 
recollect his former prosperity ? to remem- 
ber that, on earth, he had been "clothed- 
in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptu- 
ously every day ?" to look back in imagina- 
tion upon his splendid houses, his well filled 
barns^ his fruitful orchards, his cultivated 
fields? did the recollection of all this pomp, 
of all these treasures procure the abatement 
of his torment a single moment? could it 
bribe the never-dying worm to cease its 
preying, or the flames to moderate their fu- 
ry? On the othef hand, did it in the least 
detract from the happiness of Lazarus ; did 
it either lessen the joys or obscure the glo- 
ries of his heaven, that he had lived neglect- 
ed upon earth, that he had been an outcast 
from society, that he was fed with the rnimhK 
which fell from the table of anoth , 
that the dogs were the only phy-^' 
which administered to his sores? ^ 
teposes in Abraham^s bosom, while the c 
er is tormcrUed in the Jlames. — "Acq • 
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now yourselves with God and be at peace, 
thereby good shall come unto you. Re*- 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy 
f youth, while the evil days come not, nor 
the years draw nigh, in which theu shaft 
I say I have no pleasure in them." 
I With these practical instructions I must 

' now solemnly surrender you to the disposal 
\ of a sovereign, gracious God ; whatever 
f may be my wishes and endeavors, his " coun- 
sel shall stand, and he will do all his plea- 
sure." I cannot conceive a more important 
prayer in your behalf,nor one more suitable 
at the conclusion of this discourse, than that 
** God who convmanded the light to shine 
out of darkness would shine in your beaiis 
giving you the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ;" 
Were this your happy attainment,. I should 
expect to see you growing up the comfort 
of your connexions,, the blessing of your 
generation, the glory of Zion, and the orna- 
ment of your nature ; I should expect to be- 
hold you hereafter ** as trees of righteous- 
ness the planting of the Lord," each of you, 
in his own order, transplanted into the pa- 
radise above, there to flourish in unfading 
bloom. Amen. So let it be, O Lord. 
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3 Jehovah the Spirit usually works more 
»^ediately by his own word, and honors it 
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as the instrument of convincing and convert- 
ing the soul, I have added various passages 
of scripture which tend to enforce the pre- 
ceding discourses ; they are arranged in the 
order of the sermons, aind distinctly num- 
bered, to convince the reader that these ad- 
monitions depend not on the wisdom of man, 
but on the authority of God; and that if 
unhappify they are neglected, the contempt 
is shewn not to us, but to liim. 

Sermon 1. — A call to the secure. 

" What meanest thou, O sleeper I arise, 
call upon thy God." — Jonah i. 6» 

" And that knowing the time, that now it 
is high time to awake out of tliy sleep/' — 
Mom. xiii.. IK 

"Wherefore, he sailh, awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee life/^ — Ej)h. v. 14. 

" Whose judgment now of a long ihxie 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumber- 
eth not."— 2 Peter ii. 3. 

Sermon 2. — Repentance delayed and recourse 
to false refuges the occasion of final disap- 
pointment to many. 
" Because I have called and ye refused ; 

ye have set at nought all my counsel and 

would none of my reproof; I also w^*' lanoh 

at your calamity, and mock wiier " 

Cometh." — Proverbs i. 24, 25, 2 
" He that being often reprov ' 

eth his neck, shall suddenly be v. 

and that without remedy.^ — Prov. 3 
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** And while ihey went to buy, the bride- 
groom carae; and they that were ready 
went in with him to the marriage, and the 
door was shut; afterwards came also the 
other virgins, saying. Lord, Lord, open to 
us. But he answered and said, verily I say 
«nto you, I know you not." — Matthew xxv, 
10, 11, 12. 

" And when he was come near, he beheld 
the city and wept over it ; saying, if thou 
hadst known, even thou at least in this thy 
day the things which belong to thy peace; 
but now they are hid from thine eyes." — 
Luke xix. 41, 42. 

Sermon 3. — The city of refuge opened to all 
who rvould escape the avenger of blood. 

" For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." — John iii. 16. 

" Even so might graj^e reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord." — Rom. v. 21. 
^ " In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins according 
to the riches of his grace." — Ephesians i. 7, 

Sermon ^.-^Faith in the Son of God the 
real instrvment of our salvation. 

it as many as received him, to them 
^ .1^ power to become the sons oj God, 
n to them that believe on his name. — 
ii. 12. 



168 

'« He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life,^' — John iii. 36. 

^'BSing justified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.'* 
— Homans v. 1. 

" For by grace are ye $aved through 
faith.*'— iSpA. ii. 8. 

Sermon 5. — The sinner encouraged and ex- 
horted to return and live. 

" Let the wicked forsake bis ways, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon." — Isaiah Iv. 7. 

" I will heal their backslidings, T will love 
them freely, for mine anger is turned away 
from him." — Hosea xlv. 4. 

" God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their .trespasses 
unto them* — 2. Cor. v. 19* 

Sermon 6 — Religion recommended as the dur 
fy, andinteresty and glory of the young. 

" And thou Solomon my son, know thou 
the God of thy fathers, and serve him with 
a perfect heart and a willing mind ; if thou 
seek him he will be found of thee, but if 
thou forsake him he will cast thee off for 
ever." — 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 

" Wilt thou not from this time u. 
me, my Father, thou art the gi"*'^'^ 
youth.'^— Jfr. iii. 4. 

" My little children, of whom I ♦ 
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birth again, until Christ be formed in yoiu" 
--^Gal. IV. 19. 

" And that from a child thoii hast known 
the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
as in Christ Jesus/' — 2. Tinu iii. 15, 



BEiiOVED READER, hast thou pcruscd 
the foregoing discourses and scriptures with- 
out any sensible advantage to thy soul? 1 
entreat thee in the bowels of a compassion- 
Me Saviour to read them again ; look them 
over with greater attention to the truths 
they contain, and more fervent prayer to 
the Holy Ghost for his blessing. Might not 
the bare peradventure that thou raayst be 
isaved through eternity^ reasonably call thee 
to the most painful diligence a few months 
'or even ages in using the means of salvation ? 
What patience do the children of this world 
exercise in pursuing their favorite objects ; 
what fatigues do they endure ;, what perils 
do they encounter by sea and by land; 
what unknown regions do they explore for 
the acquisition of treasures or honors which 
they may not live another day to possess ; 
"and wilt thou be less diligent in acquiring 
an unfading crown, an incorruptible inherit 
^'^^cc ? But, beloved reader, thou hast not a 
e peradventure only ; thou hast the great- 
encouragement ; nay, every possible as- 
ance that thou shalt not " strive or seek 
eain. Then shall ye know him, if ye 
low on to know the Lord/* Are you 
L. 4. p 
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not enjoined to " work out your own salta- 
tion with fear and trembling," that is to at- 
tend with all diligence every means of di- 
vine appointment, to exercise a holy fear 
lest you come short of so great salvation, 
with this positive assurance, "it is God that 
worketh in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure.^' He ordinarily breathes 
upon the soul in its humble, earnest, uni- 
form attendance upon his own institutions, 
imparting spiritual and immortal life ; these 
ordinances he often accompanies with al- 
mighty energy, convincing the unconvinced, 
converting the unconverted, and preparing 
the subjects of his grace for the possession of 
glory. " Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God." Therefore, as 
thy soul is precious, as an eternal redemp- 
tion is provided, and as the Lord has ordain- 
ed his own word to be the great means of 
applying this redemption, lose no opportu- 
nity of reading or hearing it. It was by an 
occasional, what the world would pronounce, 
•an accidental attendance on the ministry of 
our Lord that Zaccheus received salvation 
to his soul and his house ; it was by an oc- 
casional hearing of the apostles that the 
Lord "opened the heart of Lydia,'' ena- 
bling her "to attend to the things that were 
spoken;'* it was by an occasional reading 
and hearing of the word that the Ethiopian 
Eunuch was savingly instructed and ena- 
bled " to go on his way rejoicing." 

With the most diligent use of the word. 
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wiiether read or preached, I would urge up- 
on thee devoutly and explicitly to covenant 
with the Lord Jesus ; endeavor to make the 
most solemn, particular, unreserved appli-» 
cation of him as thine own Saviour and por- 
tion ; thine own wisdom for all saving in- 
struction ; thine own righteousness for com- 
plete reconciliation ; ihme own sanctijicatton 
for beginning and perfecting a work of holi- 
ness in the inner man ; thine own redemption 
for delivering thy soul at death and thy bo- 
dy at the resurrection- from all their bon- 
dage, from all that dominion to sin, and sa- 
tan, and the grave, to which they were ex- 
posed^ O reader, be imslant, be earnest in 
coming^ to Jesus^ in closing with- Jesus as 
thine all both kow and for ever. Perhaps 
the moment in which thou art reading this 
page may be the last moment of mercy to 
thee ; perhaps the entreaty, which in God's 
name is now soliemnly presented, may be 
the last voice of mercy which shall ever 
salute thine ears : for ought I know, or 
thou knowest, thy breath may instantly 
depart^ thy body become a lifeless mass, and 
♦hy soul be summoned to the tribunal of its 
Judge. Under this impression, and with an 
earnestness; a solemnity becoming one that 
must perish eternally without an interest in 
rist, approach him and expostulate with 
1 in the following manner. " Lord Jesus, 
ma lost, perishing sinner, I have wilful- 
destroyed myself hy adding to my original 
ilt many actual crimes ; I have grieved 



172 

thy most blesse<] Spirit by not yielding tcf 
his admonitions ; I have waited my merci- 
ful day by a most shameful indifference ; I 
now appear before thee in my sins^ as one of 
the most pooTj blind, naked, miserable wretch^ 
es out of bejl, but I am willing to receive 
all as a free gift at thy band, and be an eter- 
nal debtor to the riches of thy mercy ; I 
cannot believe, but, O blessed Saviour, " I 
look to thee as the author and finisher of 
faith ;*' I cannot repent, but art " thou not 
#xalted to give repentance and remission of 
sins?" my guilt is truly great, mine iniqui- 
ties are more in number than the hairs upon 
my head, and each enough to sink a soul to 
hell, but thou art God, and therefore migh* 
TY, ALL-MIGHTY to savo ; " there is redemp* 
tion in thy most precious blood for the ve^ 
ry chief of sinners/' Thou only hope of 
perishing sinners, do not cast me off ; I can*^ 
not go away without thy blessing ; I cannot 
bear the thought of being an eternal out* 
cast from thy presence ; I cannot dwell with 
devils, I cannot lie down a prey to devour^ 
in^ flames ; only let me touch the borders of 
thy garment, give me the lowest station in 
thy service on earth, and the lowest man- 
sion in thy glory above, I am willing to 
stand as a chief monument of mercy *-" ^^'^ 
eternal astonishment of angels and 
universe/* Thus cast yourself at tne 
viour's feet ; imitate him who " wept 
made supplication, resolving, I will ~' 
thee go except thou bless me. I 
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ilngdom of heaven be suffering violence 
through thine importunity, and let the vio- 
lent take it by force. Ask in faith," in the 
full persuasion that Jesus is both able and 
willing to receive thee. I will now take my 
leave of the reader, reminding him with all 
affection of the weighty admonitions of our 
Lord to Martha, one thing is needful, in- 
finitely NEEDFUL ; if this is secured, thine all, 
comparatively, is secured ; if this is neglect- 
ed thine all is neglected, thine all is lost, and 
that to all eternity. Thou mayst enjoy all 
that tennporal happiness which thy carnal 
heart can desire, or thy carnal imagination 
paint ; thou mayst treasure up gold " like 
the stones of the brook," and climb to the 
very summit of earthly greatness, but if the 
good part is wanting^ thou art laboring in 
vain ; thouart only preparing a more splen- 
did entrance into the blackness of darkness: 
none probably drop deeper into perdition 
than those who slip from the heights of hu* 
man affluence and honor ; to none will the 
torments of hell be more intolerable than to 
those " who put far away the evil day ; who 
lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch them- 
selves upon their couches; who eat the lambs 
out of the flock, and the calves out of the 
'^Hst of the stall. Who chant to the sound 
the viol, that drink wine in bowls, and 
>iDt themselves with the chief ointment, 
. they are not grieved for the afflictions 
Joseph ;'' they are not duly exercised a- 
it their own salvation. Amen. 
^ou 4« p 2 
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LECTURE L 



Luke xiii, 6, 7, 8, 9. — He spake also this par 
rahle: A certain man had a Jig-tree plant-^ 
ed in his vineyard; and he came and sought 
fruit thereon^ and found none. Then said 
he unto the dresser of his vineyard^ heholdy 
these three years I come seeking fruit on 
this fig-tree^ and fmd none : cut it down j 
why cumber eth it the ground 1 And he, an^ 
sweringy said unto him, Lordy let it alone 
this year also, till I shall dig about it and 
dung it : And if it bear fruity well, and if 
iioty then after that thou shall cut it down. 

THE mode of instruetion among the 
nations of the east, and particularly among 
the Jews, was chiefly by parable : The spea- 
ker, in order more deeply to arrest the at- 
tention of his audience, employed some ob- 
ject which was familiar to their senses as the 
representation of moral or spiritual truth, 
and thus, through the medium of their bo- 
dily organs, he conveyed important instruct 
tion to their hearts. Sages among the hea- 
then, prophets under the Old Testament, and 
our Divine Redeemer, while " he taberna- 
d" in our world, usually conversed in 
i manner. The sower of the natural seed 
employed to represent the Son qf Man as 
prophet preaching righteousness in the 
ioi congregation ; the field to point out 
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the rvord ; the good seed to denote the chif'' 
dren of the kingdom, and tke tares, the chil- 
dren of the rvicked one ;. the enemy sowing 
these tares is designed to represent the devil; 
the harvest the end of the world, and the reap^ 
ers the holy angels. In some instances the 
meaning of the parable was obvious at its 
first deliverer in others more obscure and. 
difjicult in its application, to exercise the 
faith and patience of the hearers. Among 
all the parables uttered by our Lord, few 
contain instruction more important and aw- 
ful than the one which we have read as the- 
subject of our present meditations; 

Commentators in general^^ and with great 
propriety, apply this parable to the Jewish 
nation. They were as a Jig-tree, planted in 
the vineyard of .Tehorah, being early taken 
into a covenant relation with himself, brought 
into the sacred enclosure of his church, and 
distinguished with many and important pri- 
vileges. "He gave his word unto Jacob,, 
his statutes and his judgments unto Israel, 
he hath not dealt so with any nation." To 
them " pertained the adoption and the glory,; 
and the covenants, and the giving of the law,, 
and the service of God and the promises : 
The three years'' mentioned in the seventh 

mi 

verse are usually considered as relating ta 

the period of our Lord's ministry ar ^ 

Jews, the time which intervened *-'^^-- 
his baptism by John and his suffer-. 

death on Calvary. The great husba 

is represented as expecting "fn'-* 
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ihree years," because their advantages were 
peculiarly great: "God, who at sundry 
times, and in diverse manners, spake in 
times past to the fathers by the prophets," 
at that time addressed them by his own Son. 
The Lord of glory, clothed with human na- 
ture, labored personally among them ; af- 
forded the most luminous example of piety 
to God and good wiH to men ; spake the 
oracles of bis Father with a zeal, and puri- 
ty, and power such as " man never spake," 
and enforced the doctrines of his mouth with 
many and splendid miracles of his hands : 
But where was their fruit amidst opportu- 
nities so rare and precious ? When the 
great husbandman "looked these three years 
that this vineyard should bring forth grapes, 
it brought forth wild grapes." This nation 
returned enmity for love ; the more they 
were entreated, the more they opposed, and 
instead of embracing the doctrines deliver- 
•ed by the compassionate Saviour, they ex- 
♦claimed, with a rage more than infernal, 
'Crucify himy crucify himy and at last imbru- 
ed their hand« in bis blood. When we ap- 
ply the three y^ars mentioned in the para- 
ble to the personal ministry of our Lord 
among the Jews, the sentence afterwards 

,1 meed, cut it downy alludes to their re- 

.*^n as a nation. " Wrath came upon 

m to the very uttermost" for crucifying 

^ '>rd of glory, and obstinately resisting 

s,v.spel as afterwajds preached by the 

f !«•«?. " An4 when they opposed then? 
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iselves and blasphemed, he, Paul, shook his 
raiment and &aid unto them, your blood be 
upon your own heads: I 'dVA clean; from 
henceforth I will go unto Ihe Gentiles." — 
At that moment the Jew! h liation, as a bai> 
ren fig-ti^e, was viit'ialiy cut down; the 
lamp of ordinanc ra v¥as blown out, the com- 
mon operations of the Holy Ghost were re- 
stained, and deluded Israel sealed up in ig- 
norance and impenitence " until the fulness 
of the Gentiles shall come in.'' This curse 
was more visibly executed in the destruc- 
tion of their city about forty years after the 
ascension of our Lord, The judgment de- 
nounced by the prophet was then literally 
fulfilled, " I will tell you what I will do to 
my vineyard ; I will take away the hedge 
thereof, and it shall be eaten up ; and break 
down the wall thereof, and it shall be trod- 
den down/' Nearly eighteen hundred years, 
to pursue the metaphor used in the parable, 
they have been as a tree withered to the 
root ; " they have been an astonishment, a 
proverb, and a by-word among all nations 
whither the Lord has driven them." 

Suffer me to remark on this passage, that 
the l^ord God, in righteous indignation, 
sometimes un-churches a congregation or 
a nation at once ; after he has long tried 
them with a pure dispensation of his gospel ; 
after he has dealt with them by judgments 
and mercies, by ordinances and providen- 
ces, without any visible amendment, he 
suddenly delivers them up as incorrigible ; 
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he concludes of them as be did of Ephrairn, 
** he is joined to his idols, let him alone ;'* 
"he leraoves his candlestick/' and no longer 
tortures them with that light against which 
they shut their eyes ; he withdraws that 
Spirit, in his convincing and alarming influ- 
ences, which they had industriously quench- 
ed, and gives them up to final impenitence 
and unconcern. — Such was the judgment of 
which he forewarned the church of Ephesue, 
and under the weight of which it has groan- 
ed seventeen hundred years past, " Re- 
niember, therefore, from whence thou art 
fallen and repent and do the first works ; or 
else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
remove thy candlestick out of his place, ex- 
cept thou repent." Brethren, does it not 
become us as a congregation to take the a- 
larm ? Have we not reason to apprehend 
that this awful judgment is awaiting our- 
selves? In Salem the tabernacle of the Lord 
of hosts was early erected ; the lamp of or- 
dinances was lighted up at the first settle- 
raent of the town, and has shown ever since 
with little interruption, while the neighbor- 
ing settlements remained in a great measure 
destitute of this heavenly vision ; but are 
we walking " as the children of the light ?'* 
We have been exalted above others in ex- 
ternal opportunities, are we proportionably 
exalted above them by our knowledge in the 
mysteries of the gospel, by the blameless- 
ness of our conduct, by the purity and heav- 
enliness of our conversation ? The Lord is 

TOL. 4, Q 
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my witness, that it occasions ^ great heayiness, 
and almost continual sorrow in my heart," to 
notice the yisible and increasing proofs of 
spiritual decay. *^ Who hath belieyed our 
report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord 
savingly revealed'^ from sabbath to sabbath ? 
There is little evidence that the gospel 
preached is 'f the wisdom of God, or the pow* 
er of God, to the salvation of hearers." A- 
midst the eagerness of worldly pursuit, wl)0 
are *^ giving diligence to make their calling 
and election sure ?" Who are striving to take 
the kingdom of heaven by violence, and " la- 
boring for the meat which endureth to ever- 
lasting life ?'* Amidst the frequent and anx- 
ious inquiries '< what shall we eat ? what 
shall we drink? wherewithal shall we be 
clothed ?" who are heard to inquire, how 
shall I escape " the wrath that is to come ?" 
how shall I ^' fight the good fight of faith, and 
lay hold on eternal life ?" The gospel, we 
have reason to fear, is losing its ef&acy on 
the souls of many. Are not some becoming 
more indifierent about attending the means 
of salvation ? Are not many individuals liv« 
ing without the fear of God, and families 
without the voice of prayer and praise f 
Have not some, who once named the name 
of Jesus, by partaking the common and spe 
cial privileges of his house, in a great meas* 
ure turned their back upon both ? " Ye that 
make mention of the Lord," of whom I know 
there is a precious " remnant ;" ye whose 
hearts are warm with love to his name, anc 
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7eal for his b<mor, << keep not silence in this 
day of darkness and gloominess ;*' be awak- 
ened to double earnestness, striving with Is- 
rael's God for his gracious return ; ^* give 
bira no rest until he arise" and grant a " time 
of refreshing from his presence." < The pros- 
pect of natural famine would be awful : 
were it foretold by a messenger of the Lord, 
that the next year " our heavens should be- 
come as brass and our earth as iron," that 
the staff of life should be cut off, that the 
pastures should be parched in the fields, that 
the corn should perish in the vallies, and the 
fruit fail in the orchards, what alarm would 
instantly spread? What paleness would 
gather on every countenance, and agony 
rend every heart ? But is not the prospect of a 
spiritual famine infinitely more awful ? How 
melancholy, how melting is even the appre- 
hension that there should be a " want, not 
of bread, nor of water, but of the word of the 
Lord ;" that Zion's provision should fall 
nnd that the bread of immortal life should 
no longer be enjoyed in the sanctuary ? 
Brethren, this is no unreal terror. Without 
a suitable improvement of our privileges, 
this judgment may be apprehended, it must 
be expected, it must be expected speedily, 
" The day of the Lord,*' of his visitation for 
mercies misimproved, " so cometh as a thief 
in the night." Read the doom which was 
long since executed upon the church in Sar- 
dis ; and be it remembered that the Lord 
God is as faithful to his threatenings now^ 



184 

as he was in ages that are past ; he is na less 
righteous to take vengeance on a lukewarm^ 
formal church in Salem, than ©n a lukewarm, 
formal church in Sardis. " And unto the 
angel of the church in Sardis write : — These 
things saith he that hath the seven spirits of 
God, and the seven stars, I know thy works, 
that thou hast a name that thou livest and 
art dead. Remember, therefore, how thou 
hast received and heard, and bold fast and 
repent. — If therefore thou shalt not watch, 
I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt 
not know what hour I will come upon thee." 
The eighth verse presents to our view the 
intercession of the vine-dresser in behalf of 
that tree, and his resolution to persevere in 
diligently cultivating it» " Lord, let it a- 
lone this year also, till I shall dig about it 
and dung it.'* This may be applied to our 
Lord, who earnestly implored mercy in be- 
half of the Jews, his betrayers and murder- 
ers ; even when his blood was flowing by 
their " cruel hands," bis soul ascended in 
ardent intercession for their salvation, " Fa- 
ther, forgive them for they know not what 
they do." He expostulated that the sin 
which they were then comniilting might not 
be " laid to their charge ;" that his blood 
which they were shedding with unrelenti^o^ 
fury might rest not on their heads as a curse, 
but on their consciences for pardon and re- 
.conciliation. It may also allude to the fer- 
vent wrestlings of the apostles in behalf of 
their deluded brethren the Jews. , Stephen 
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with his expiring breath implores forgiving 
mercy ; " he kneeled down, and cried with 
a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge ;" and Paul would willingly have 
been "accursed from Christ for his brethren, 
bis kinsmen according to the flesh/' 

This parable is concluded by presenting 
to us the sijbmission of the vine-dresser to 
the willof his Lord ; " if it bear fruit, well, 
if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.'* 
This corresponds in part to the words of 
our Saviour himself.. He who had often in- 
treaied with the Jews ; who had " offered 
lap strong cries and tears in" their behalf, for 
their temporal welfare and eternal salvation, 
at last delivers them up tO' the vengeance of 
his Father.* "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem — 
how often would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, as^ a. hen doth gather her 
brood under her wingis, but ye would not ; 
behold your house is left unto you desolate ; 
atid verily. I say unto you, ye shall not see 
me mitilthe time come when ye shall say 
blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lordi. Such also was the acquiescence of 
the apostles in the doom of their obstinate, 
incorrigible countrymen. " Then Paul and 
Barnabas Waxed bold and said, it was neces« 
sary that the word of God should have been 
first spoken to you ; it was proper in order 
to display the abounding grace of Jehovah 
that your nation, which " murdered the 
Prince of life,'* should enjoy, the first offers 
of reconciliation through his- J)lood ; ** but 
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seeing ye put it from you," since ye re- 
peatedly and obstinately resist these tenders 
of mercy, " lo, we turn to the Gentiles ;'* 
they consent to their rejection as a natiou^ 
they acquiesce that this « natural olire/' 
barren and withered, '< should be cut off/* 
and that the Gentiles, '< the wild olire^ might 
be grafted in.'' 

Although this parable has a primary re* 
ference to the Jewish nation durmg the min- 
istry of our Lord, and their future destruc- 
tion, yet it admits of an application more 
general, and may be considered as referring 
to the gospel church or to each indiyidual 
professor in all ages. — The parables, like 
the prophecies of scripture, frequently ad- 
mit of a two fold application. — They relate 
to some particular object immediately in 
view, or to some event shortly to be accom- 
plished, and through these they contemplate 
another object more general, and another 
event to take place in a different country 
or distant age. The parable of the sower 
is evidently of this nature. " The sower'* 
primarily pointed out "the Son of Man,'* 
from whom, as the glorious prophet of his 
church, all her doctrines are derived ; this 
«* sower" alluded remotely to the ministers 
of reconciliation in every future age; they 
go forth in the name of Jesus^ dispensing 
the ward of life, scattering around the in- 
corruptible seed from which, through his 
blessing, springs up an abundant harvest to 
his owi^ praise and the salvation of many* 
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To this class belongs the parable which We^ 
design as the subject of our present consi- 
deration. Although it immediately respect- 
ed the posterity of Abraham, their exalted 
jH-ivileges under the ministry of ourLord^ 
and their final rejection as his peculiar peo- 
ple, yet it remotely points to all nations ia 
all ages under a pure dispensation of the^ 
gospel. 

" A certain man had a fig-tree planted m 
his vineyard." A " vineyard" both naturally 
and beautifully represents the visible church : 
it is the object of the husbandman's particu- 
lar attention, it is carefully fenced around, 
and thus not only distinguished from the o- 
ther parts of hisberitage,but secured " from 
the boar of the wood," or whatever might 
either deface the bea^uty or devour the fruit 
of its trees. The church, in like tnanner, is 
peculiarly the object of Jehovah's attention 
and concern. " The Lord's portion is his 
people and Jacob is the lot of his inherit* 
ance ; I the Lord do keep it ; I will water 
it every moment ; lest any hurt it, I will 
keep it night and day." The church has her 
wall cast around both for distinction and 
defence ; by her discipline and government 
she is distinguished from the world in gen- 
eral and the precious are separated from the 
vile. A vineyard is highly cultivated ; the 
husbandman usually occupies more time, 
and incurs greater expence in improving 
this, than the other parts of his inheritance : 
be is careful to enrich the soil^ to cultivate 
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the frees and use every raean that is appa- 
rently adapted to render them fruitful.-— 
The church also is' highly fe?ored of the 
Lord, and in point of outward privilege ex- 
alted incomparably above the rest of the 
world. " You only," saith the Lord of 
hosts, addressing his professing people, 
" you only have I known of all the* families 
of the earth ;" " I have distinguished you 
with my gospel, with the ministry of peace,, 
with the common operations of my Spirit, 
with every means of grace and' tbe free of- 
fers of future glory,^ while the rest of the 
world, like the trees- of the forest, are left 
to the I'udeness and barrenness of their nar 
tural state, " being aliens from the common- 
wealth, of Israelr and strangers from the co* 
Tenants of promise, having no hopej and- 
without God in the world.?* Again, the- 
husbandman entertains much higher expect- 
ations of advantage from his vineyard, than* 
from the* .other parts of his heritage. In. 
proportion to all the time and toil and ex>- 
pence which he bestows in fencing it around,. 
in enriching the soil or pruning the trees,, 
does he expect that fruit will be returned in 
its season. The living God, in like manner^, 
expects a greater revenue of glory, more- 
abundant returns of love, and gratitude, and 
praise from the members of his chuixrh, than 
from the rest of the world ; and he is disap- 
pointed and grieved when these returns are 
jiot made. How affecting is the following 
appeal of Jehovah, respecting Israel bis pro* 
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fessing people, under the emblem of a vine^ 
yard ? " What coiitd have been done more 
to my vineyard, that I have not done to it ? 
Wherefore when I looked that it should bring 
forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes V* 
Again, he complains by the same prophet, 
" I have nourished and brought up children, 
but they have rebelled against me : The ox 
knoweth his owner and the ass his master's 
crib," " the very beasts of the field do ser- 
vice to their owner aud are grateful to the 
hand which feeds them ; but Israel doth not 
know, my people doth not consider/' 

The "fig-tree" here mentioned denotes 
the bearers of the gospel, and more especial- 
ly the open professors of religion. They 
" are planted in the vineyard'* when they 
become initiated into the church by the or- 
dinance of baptism ; when, by the power of 
the word preached and the common influen- 
ces of divine grace they are restrained in 
some degree irom the pollutions of the 
world, and yield themselves up to the Lord. 
," Tlie certain man" planliag " this fig-tree" 
f is our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom, as Me- 
diator of the covenant, the adminiw^tration of 
the gospel is wholly co<mmitled. To re- 
ward his former humiliation and sufferings 
** all power in heaven and earth" are " givea 
unto" him ; he erects a church in our worlds 
he institutes with infinite wisdom, and regu*- 
lates with adorable sovereignty every thing 
appertaining to this church.; lie qualifies 
*^ pastors according to his own heart" for 
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dispensing the word of life ; he furnishes her 
with doctrines, and discipline, and worship, 
thus affording her every outward mean that 
is necessary for promoting the order, in- 
struction and salvation of her members.—* 
^* The Father loveth the Son, and hath com»- 
mitted all thmgs into his hand. He is the 
head over all things to the church which ia^ 
bis body ;. the fulness of him that filleth alt 
and in alK" 

** And he came and sought fruit thereon.**" 
The Son of Man is no indifferent spectator 
of his church upon earth ; he walks in ** thfr 
midst of the seven golden candlesticks,'^ and 
marks with awful jealousy the conduct of all 
who sit under their light ;, of all who enjoyr 
the privileges of his house and are called by 
his name; he notices whetlier their progress^ 
in knowledge and grace bears any suitable 
proportion to the privileges enjoyed. Men^ 
frequently sit with ease and indifference 
under the ministry of the word ; regard the 
voice of the preacher as a " pleasant song ;'* 
attend the sanctuary as a piece of civility, 
or with the design of passing an hour ; they 
give themselves no anxiety about embracing 
that Saviour who is offered, or laying up^ 
" the word of God in their hearts, that they 
may practise it in their lives ;" they are 
perfectly indifferent whether they attend 
dinances, or whether the gospel be embiw, 
ced when they do attend, as if the message 
of wrath or reconciliation had no relation 
them ; but however indifferent they are 
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bout the improvement of these ordinances, 
the Lord of glory is not indifferent ; the 
blessings of salvation were costly beyond 
expression to him, being procured by no 
other price than the effusion of his own 
Uood, he therefore notices what improve- 
ment is made of them ; whether our hearts 
are suitably impressed with redeeming love; 
whether we cordially accept that redemp- 
tion which he accomplished by a paini^l 
death upon the cross; and whether we " walk 
worthy of him who hath called us to glory 
and virtue. He came and sought fruit there- 
on ;" he went " down into the garden of 
nuts, to see the fruits of the valley, and to 
«ee whether the vine flourished and the 
pomegranates budded ;" he is really^ though 
invisibly, present in this worshipping as- 
sembly to mark the frame of each individu- 
al, and he wiU shortly " come in the clouds 
of heaven tc*%ive every man according to 
bis works.** 

^* And fcmnd none.^ This tree, planted 
in a fertile soil, hedged around from all that 
might injure it, oultivated with particular v 
care and skill, watered with the refreshing 
iifaowers of heaven, and warmed with the ge- 
nial beams of the sun, stood barren ; it ^ 
probjibly abounded with leaves, appeared 
flourishing to the eye of a distant observer, 
but upon close examination was found ut- 
terly destitute of fruit ; it perhaps presented 
some blossoms in spring, but those gradual- 
ly withered away and only served to aggra- 
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vate the disappointment of the proprietor. 
This tree is a very affecting and awful em- 
blem of multitudes in the visible church. 
They occupy a place in the house of God ; 
" they sit" as his " people sit ;" they unite 
in the external parts of his worship, in praise 
and prayer and hearing of the word, but ad- 
vance no farther ; they are never savingly 
convinced " of sin, and of righteousness and 
of judgment ;'' they are " almost persuaded 
to be christians, but they do not actually 
close with Jesus for pardon and life ; con- 
science is occasionally startled under the 
powerful application of the law, or some 
fearful visitation of Providence, but these 
" wounds are slightly healed up ;" instead 
of improving " the balm of Gilead and the 
physician there," they have recourse to 
some legal performances, to their repent- 
ance, their prayers, and on these attainments 
they sit down " two-fold more the children 
of help' than formerly. " The word preach- 
ed did not profit them, not being mixed 
with faith in them that heard it." 

" Then said he unto the dresser of his 
vineyard :'* Ministers " are workers togeth- 
er with God" in managing his church upon 
earth ; they are called to labor in his vine- 
yard, when they are solemnly set apart *^ 
serve at the altar, " to warn the unruly, i 
comfort the feeble minded, to reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort with all long-sufferii. 
and doctrine." The ministers of reconci' 
ation are emphatically called " laborers ir.j 
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or ** dressers of the vineyard," being re- 
quired) as much as possible, to leave the, 
common employments of the world and to 
spend their time and strength within the in- 
closure of the church ; they have authority 
from Christ the adorable proprietor ** to 
dress his vineyard," to cut off with the dis-' 
cipline of his bouse, as with a pruning knife, 
the withered, rotten branches, and to culti- 
vate those which " bear fruit that they may 
bring forth more fruit." 

" Behold, these three years I come seek- 
ing fruit on this fig-tree and find none/' jBe- 
holdj this exclamation is frequently employ- 
ed in scripture and is designed to rouse the 
attention of the hearer ; to prepare him for 
the reception of some truth new and interes- 
ting. Sometimes it denotes grief, some- 
linies joy, and sometimes astonishment. In 
the present instance it may be considered as 
expressing equally emotions of wonder and 
grief; of wonder at the stupidity, the infat- 
uation, and even madness of men, that al- 
though " wise as serpents" in the concern^ 
of time they are more stupid than the " os- 
trich or the stork" in the great interests of 
eternity. They " will not come to" Jesus 
that they " may have life ;" amidst ten thou- 
sand warnings from the word) and Spirit, and 
providence of God, they sufier " their har- 
vest to pass, their summer to end" without 
ti serious thought about their salvation. — 
The exclamation, hehold, also expresses 
grief for their ruin which is speedily and 
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tfiiavoidably approaching. ^He beheld the 
eity and wept over k ; saying, if thou badst 
known, even thou at least in this thj day 
the things which belong unto thy peace ! 
but now tbej are hid from thine eyesJ^ 

" These three years I come*** A partic- 
ular period is here mentio»ed to shew that 
the Lord God knows exactly the opportu- 
nities that have been enjoyed by any person 
or people ; he '' has written in his Tolume" 
how long such a man or woman has lived un* 
der the means of grace ; how many admoni- 
tions or entreaties have sounded in their 
ears; how often they have quielted con- 
science or grieved the Spirit by dismissing 
their serious impressions to a more conve- 
nient time. " Forty years long was I grieved 
with this generation, and said, it is a people 
that do err in their hearts and they have noi 
known my ways." 

"Cut it down/* After thisJBg-tree had long 
j-emained barren, and all means for restor- 
ing it to usefulness had failed, the proprie- 
tor commands that the axe be laid to the root, 
and that it be immediately cut off. This 
evidently points out the destruction which 
finally awaits the ungodlv. «* If our gospel 
be hid, it is bid to them that are lost." Thin 
judgment la sometimes executed in the 
present life: a righteous God, bstving si 
ved with .the sinner in vain, at last leav, 
him to bis own delusions, withdraws fro 
him the restraining influences ofhisgrac 
and ceases either to reprove or exhort.- 
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«« Why s^hottW they be stricken any more ? 
they will only revolt fliore and more." The 
transgressor, thus forsaken of God, is virtu- 
ally cut &ff; although he noay continue nat- 
Hrally alive, yet, in a spiritual sense, he is 
twice deads conscience becomes " seared as 
with a hot iron*^ and ordinances and provi- 
dences ^re equally miprofitable ; the admin- 
istration of the gospel, however pure or 
powerful, like the dropping of water on the 
rock, makes no visible impression, or like 
the falling of rain on the barren sand, is not 
attended with any fruitv This curse was 
fearfully executed upon the obstinate Is- 
raelites as a warning to those " who should 
afterwards live ungodly. I will lay it waste ; 
ft shall not be pruned nor digged, but there 
»hall come up briars and' thorns ; I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain 
upon it." 

This curse is executed fully and formally 
in death. While the sinner iesjiared in the 
land of the living he enjoys many privileges ; 
the light of the gospel, however neglected, 
^ines around his tabernacle ; the offers of 
salvation, although slighted, are saluting his 
ears ; the dews of divine grace, although ac- 
companied with no lasting effects, occasion- 
ly descend around his camp ; " the pray- 
rs of the upright," however disregarded or 
mrned, frequently ascend to "the mercy 
jat" in his behalf: But in death he is ut- 
)t\y separated from all these privileges and 
unsigned to endless despair. ** Cast ye the 
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unprofitable servant into outer darkness^ 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.'* 

Bear with me, beloved brethren, if I de- 
part from the subject a few moments by re- 
marking, 

1st. That the sentence is often executed 
suddenly, y " The Son of Man cometh in an 
hour thdt ye think not." The youth is 
snatched away " in his full strength, being 
wholly at ease and quiet ; bis breasts are 
full of milk, and his bones are moistened witk 
marrow :" The rich are hurried off in the 
raidM of their prosperity ; when they ima- 
gine themselves '< increased with goods and 
standing in need of nothing ; when they are 
resolving to '^ take their ease, to eat, to drink 
and be merry,** the message bursts unwel- 
come upon their ears, " prepare to meet 
your God :'^ The children of mirth receive 
'their summons in the very moment of their 
intoxicating pleasures ; the gaieties of the 
dance or the theatre are exchanged for th« 
solemnities of the judgment seat ; tbe cup 
of pleasure drops from their hand and is 
replaced " with the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation ;" and the 
sportive, enchanting music is succeeded " 
the voice of the insulted, indignant Savic 
^* depart from me, ye cursed, into everla 
ing fire. He that being often reproved a 
hardeneth his neck shall suddenly be c 
off: for when they shall say, peace and sa 
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fy, then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, and pain as upon a woinan with child, 
and they shall not escape." 

2d. This sentence is exeicuted irred^tihtjf. 
There is no possibility of standing when th€^ 
Lord God cometh forth in fury. The heart 
that was once hai'der than adamant is nieft- 
ed in a moment ; the neck v^hich stood 
more stubborn than the it on sirierv is instaht- 
ly broken ; the tongue which was loud in 
min bvasting and bfaspliemy faulters, be- 
corafes silent as the graTe ; the arm which 
was Kfted up in defiance of earth and be*v-; 
en, instantly dropss to rise no more. — '*^ I 
Kill and I make alive ; I Wound and I h6al; 
neither is there any that candeliver out of 
my hand.^ If I whet my glittering sword 
and mine hand take hold on judgment, I 
will render vengeance to mine enemies and 
Inward them that hate me." Is the feeble in- 
sect easily crushed by the falling rock, or 
the feather swept down by the swelling tor- 
rent; or the tallest cedar torn to pieces by 
the lightnings of heaven ? with an ease infi- 
nitely greater is the youngest, the strong- 
est, the hardiest, the mightiest of mortals 
crushed by the arm of almighty God. — '- 
" Who can stand before his indignation ? 
and who can abide in the fierceness of his 
anger ? His fury is poured out like fire and 
the rocks are thrown down by him.'* 

3d. This sentence is executed irreversi^ 
hly ; and places the sinner beyond the 
reach of hope for ever and evert f^ He that 
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being often reprored, haideneth his neck^ 
shall — be destroyed without remedy* — 
There is no reversion of the decree when 
once executed ; there is no redenaption for 
the soul when once damned. The purpose 
of the Eternal, like an impassible gutpk, 
separates heayen and hell, *' so that tbey 
who would pass from" the former to the lat- 
ter cannot : Was it possible for holy angels 
or men to look down from their mansions in 
glory -and pity the implacable enemy of 
God, they could not pass over to relieve him, 
and the wretched inhabitants of helt, *^ bound 
hand and foot> cannot pass" from thence to 
heaven. — You cannot mention to me a con- 
dition in thi& world which is altogether des- 
perate. The man who has squandered his 
fortune may possibly regain it by industry 
and economy ; he who has lost his good 
name by violence or fraud may retrieve it 
by a course of upright, virtuous conduct ; 
even the man who has forfeited his life to 
civil justice may find an everlasting refuge 
by making his peace with God through the 
mediation of Jesus ; but damnation, if you 
will allow the expression, is a disease with- 
out a cure ; it is ruin without any conceiva- 
ble relief or remedy. — Does the sinner sur- 
rey the region of hell around him ? he finds 
none that either can orwotddpity him ; there 
is no tender eye to drop a tear over his mis- 
ery, nor soothing voice to impart consola- 
tion into bis ears. Like the prodigal in the 
parable, he** begins to be in want and no 
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man gives unto himc" Does he lift up ]m 
eyes towards heaven, and ask the sympathy 
of his forraer acquaintances or friends now 
in bjiss? they would reply to hirn^ a» Abra- 
bamtotherichinan/'son^remember that thou 
in thy life time receivedst thy good things, 
but now thou art tormented without abate- 
ment or end." Does he look for mercy (o 
God the Judge of all, or Jesus the Mediator! 
they would only " kugh at his calamity," 
and frown him deeper into the flames. — 
** Who shall be punished with everlasting. 
destruction from the presence of th§ Lord^ 
and from the glory of his power.'* 

"Why cumbereth it the ground?" The 
word we translate " cumbereth" can scarce- * 
ly be expressed in its full meaning. It doest 
not signify merely to stand useless and unpro- 
fitable, orlo fiU up the place on which ano- 
ther might grow to the advantage of the pro- 
prietor, but it properly signifies " to destroy ^ 
or make the ground of no effect ;" the in- 
spired evangelist probably intended to re- 
present it as absorbingtbe juices of the earth, 
and by a kind of deadly influence blasting 
the fruit of the neighboring trees. No man 
can be considered a mere blank in the visi- 
ble church ; the loose, carnal professor is 
not only useless, but pernicious ; he is not 
only unprofitable to God, by failing to an- 
swer the end of his creation and redemption, 
but is actually a reproach and injury to hijg 
cause upon earth ; bis irregular walk and 
couYersation prove a «tuinbling block to the 
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fii^hteous, and imbolden others in iniquity. 
The professor of religion, who dotb not a- 
bound " with the fruits of righteousness to 
the glory and praise of God/^ is a real dis- 
honor by his barrenness ; as we conclude 
that there must be a defect either in the soil 
or elitnate, or some other circumstance, 
when the iree stands from season to season 
without bearing any fruit. 

" And he answering, said, lord, lei it^ 
alone this year also^* These words express^ 
the unfeigned grief of the ** vine-dresser'*' 
upon hearing the doom that w«s denounced 
against this treef, and his intercession that^ 
it might be spared for atiotber experiment.^ 
** Let it alone ;" overlook the circumstance 
of its barrenness ; afford it a spot in thy 
vineyard until another season of bearing ; 
peradventure it will disappoint thy fears and • 
rewaixl thy patience with abundant fruit.. 
The faithftil shepherd is peculiarly anxious" 
for the welfare of his flock; a concern for 
the interest of his master constrains him to^ 
watch with unwearied care that none of them 
sliould perish ; a humane physician feels for 
the patient under his direction ; he sympa- 
thizes with him in distress, and uses every 
probable means for restoring him to health ; 
the bowels of a tender mother move to- 
wards a beloved child in jeopardy of its life ; 
how eagerly would she snatch it from the 
brink of some fathomless gulph or the fury 
of a devouring flame ; but incomparably 
more anxious h the humane, conscienscious^ 
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pastor for the salvation of souls committed 
to bis care. " He watches over them'' not 
only as " one who must gire account" to 
God for his fidelity, but as one who really 
pities their delusion, and secretly recoils at 
the thought of their destruction. — With un- 
feigned sincerity he can appropriate the 
language of the prophet, " I have not desir- ^ 
ed the evil day thou knowest. The priests, 
the ministers of the Lord'* are commanded 
" to weep between the porch and the altar, 
and say, spare my people, O Lord,, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach." 

" Till I shall dig around it and dung it/* 
Till I examine its. roots to discover what 
can be the particular cause of its defect, and 
try other methods for restoring it to fruit- 
fulness. The vioe-dresser was willing io 
persevere year after year in cultivating this 
tree, and try experiment after experiment 
to see if it could not be rendered profitable 
to the husbandman. The ambassador of , 
Jesus will " reprove and rebuke and exhort j 
with all long- suffering and doctrine." For- 
mer disappointments will only excite him.to 
greater diligence and importunity in time 
to come. Although " the bones in the val- 
ley are many and very dry," yet he will 
continue to " prophecy /' he will earnestly 
expostulate, " O ye dry bones, hear tlie w^ord 
of the Lord," encouraged by a peradvek- 
TURE that the hreaih may yet enter aLil they 
become spiritually alive.. " I endure all 
tlungs for the elect's sake that they may ol> I 



202 

tain salvation which is in Christ Jesns mih 
everlasting glory." No fatigue, no re- 
proach, or poverty is regarded, while there 
remains a probability, even a possibility 
that they niay repent and be saved. When 
be contemplates the immense value of the 
human soul ; when he realizes its inconceiv- 
able capacity of happiness in the enjoyment 
of Jehovah, or misery under the pressure of 
his wrath ; when he looks forward in ima- 
gination through the lapse of myriads of a- 
ges and views it as either approaching near- 
er to God in a perfection of bliss, or sinking: 
deeper in the gulph of perdition^ when these 
things are duly realised, the pastor will be- 
peady to exclaim of each hearer, " how shall^ 
I give thee up ?" " How shall I cease to inr 
struct and exhort and admonish ? I cannot 
deliver thee up to thy present ignorance, or 
obstinacy, or sensuality with the belief that 
thou shouiclitfa]} a prf3y to the second death- 
and tl)e damnation of fielJ. " T could wish 
that myself were accursed* from Christ for 

* FcTT passages i*f serif lure .tre attciKled with more difSculty 
than this, and 'dure iire ihw in the explication of which the iu- 
jl^enuily of tJie learned has been mot^ exercised. But amidst the 
▼ariety ofopii) ion entertained by commentators, none appears more 
simple in itself, ncr more agreeable to the analog-y of faith tlian 
that of the prof )uud Dr. Waterland.— The Greek preposition 
which is g-er.crally rendered /fowl, he translates after the examph 
of Christ. The meaning" of the apostle, in wish;nt^ himself aC' 
cursed from Cliviiftj appears evidently to be the following. ** I 
could clieerfuUy be considered the " off-scouring" ol all tilings ;'* 
r could Jiiibmit to any reproach or torture which the rage of per- 
secution might invent or inflict ; nay, in conformity to the exam- 
bjc of my adorable Lord, I am ready to offer up my body to the 
igiiorninious, agonizing- death of the cross could I only be the in- 
struaicnt of salvation to my brethren tlie Jews ; could' I only red* 
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tny brethren ; I could submit to any sufTeiv 
ing either outward or inward for a time 
could I only he instrumental in rescuing 
Ihem from the " vengeance of eternal fire.'^ 
« If it bear fruit, well.'* " If these means 
fhouldbecrowned with success, and this tree 
which ha« long stood barren should at length 
^become useful, the issue would be happy in* 
4eed ; thy design in planting it here at first 
and sparing it so long would be answered ^ 
the tree itself wauld he preserved from the 
reproach of ;present barrenness and future 
•destruction, and all my anxiety respecting 
it, all my toil in digging about it, in prun- 
ing and cultivating it would be infinitely 
rewarded : its fruitfulness hereafter might 
in some measure compensate for all the in- 
jury which it has occasioned to thy vineyard 
by its barrenness In years past.*' The con- 
version. of a sinner to the living God is an 
event inconceivably desirable. Thereby 
glory redounds to each Person in Jehovah, 
joy is afforded to %lessed angels and men^ 
and a foundation is laid for his own happi- 
ioess tbraugh the endless ages of eternity. — 

-cue them from their present deluskm, and that ruin which infalli- 
bly awaits their rejection of Jesus as the Messiah/' ^Such is th& 
translation which that ingenious divine gives to the same prepo- 
sition in another instance. Whom I serve fr&my that is, " after the 
inanner or example of my forefathers. We can by no means sup- 
pose that the apostle wished himself to be an eternal outcast 
from the gracious preswice of his Redeemer. This is directly 
repugnant to that principle of selflove which necessarily belong- 
•ed to him as a man and a christian ; a 'principle which Christian- 
ity does not extinguish but cherishes. Although we- aie com- 
manded to love our " neighbors as ourselves/* neither reason, 
nor revelation requires us to love our neighbor better than our- 
selves. 



204 

*' He that converteth a sinner from the er*- 
ror of his way shall save a soul from deaths 
and shall hide a multitude of «ms." The 
conversion of an aged sinner is, in a t^ertain 
sense, still more desirable ; the fears of the 
righteous are thereby disappointed; the 
toils, and tears, and anxieties of godly min- 
isters are amply rewarded ; the artifices and 
powers of hell are baffled, and the glories of 
free grace most illustriously displayed. The 
forbearance of God is manifested in sparing 
the sinner so long; his sovereignty in calling 
him at 'Uhe eleventh hour ;"his power in 
" casting the devil from a strong hold'^ which 
he had long and securely occupied, also in 
destroying the force of corruption which had 
strengthened with age ; the overflowing of 
his grace in giving a free, a full remission of 
jsins aggravated in their nature and multi- 
plied in their number, in snatching the sin- 
ner when tottering on the very verge of hell 
and " setting him among princes, even the 
princes of his people. Ilowbeit, for this 
cause I obtained mercy,'' says the apostle 
alluding to his advanced age when called by 
divine grace, and to the impieties of his for- 
mer life, "that in me first Jesus Christ 
might shew forth all long-suffering for a 
pattern to them that should ^afterwards be- 
lieve on him to life everlasting." 

" If not then after that thou shalt cut it 
down." " If notwithstanding thy patience 
in sparing it from year to year, and all the 
means which by thy direction I have em- 
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ployed, it remains barren, then its destruc^^ 
f ion is unavoidable ; at present it serves on- 
ly to "Climber thy vineyard ;" it yields no 
advantage to the proprietor, it is no ho- 
nor either to my diligence or skill as the 
immediate dresser, and it stands to the real 
injury of the trees around it." The dam- 
nation of those who go on wilfully, an4 in* 
corrigibly in sin is inevitable. The moral 
order of the universe requires that each 
"transgression receive a just recompence of 
reward." The glories of each divine per- 
fection demands that " the wicked be turn- 
ed into hell ;'' that the fury of Jehovah go 
forth against the obstinate, implacable ene- 
my of his government. His forbearance 
with men in times past, "his good will" in 
giving them " line upon line," warning after 
warning is no security, but it is only pre- 
paring them for a more unexpected and aw- 
ful visitation at last. "The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise, as some men 
count slackness, but is long-suffering to us 
ward; not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance." — 
O sinner, the decree shall sooner or later 
"overflow with righteousness," and the sword 
of justice, which has long slumbered, shall 
ere long awake and avenge the quarrel to 
the lowest hell ; and remember, there will 
be none to pity thee throughout the .uni- 
verse of God. The Father, " who spared 
not his own Son" that he might spare thee, 
^ will then laugh at thy calamity j" the Son, 

TOL. 4* 8 



206 

^ho spared not his own life that he might 
spare thee ; " who in the days of his flesh 
offered up strong cries and tears" for thy 
deliverance, will then "tread thee in his an- 
ger, and with thy blood will stain all his rai- 
ment ;" holy angels, who Would have cor- 
dially rejoiced at thy conversion, who would 
willingly have conveyed the pleasing tidings 
from earth to heaven that another child was 
born into the family of God, and have min- 
istered to thee as " an heir of salvation," 
these angels will then hasten to be the exe- 
cutioners of thy wrath, and will eternally 
glory in thy confusion and horror; even 
ministers of the gospel who are now your 
" servants for Jesus' sake ;'* who in the hour 
of impending judgment stand between an 
offended God and their offending brethren, 
deprecating his displeasure and imploring 
his mercy ; who hold the lives of their hear- 
ers in some measure dear as their own, and 
are willing to make any sacrifice of their 
outward ease or interest in promoting their 
salvation,these ministers must finally acqui-. 
esce in the condemnation of their ungodly 
hearers. " If not, then, after that thou shalt 
cut it down :" Nay, so swallowed up will be. 
their feelings as men, in zeal for their mas- 
ter's glory, that they will even bring for- 
ward the unprofitable servant, and rouse 
the sword of justice to perform its office in 
his immediate perdition. Animated by the 
same spirit they will unite in the awful im- 
precation of the apostle, " if any man love 
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not the Lord Jesus Christ/* " if he delibe- 
rately chooses death rather than life by re- 
jecting the only sacrifice for sin ; if he will 
by a daring unbelief again and again " tread 
under foot that body which was crucified," 
and that blood \^hjch was shed for his re- 
demption, let his choice be given him, « let 
him be anathema, maranatha/* 

As practical reflections have been occa- 
sionally made in the illustration of these 
verses, I shall only detain you with the fol- 
lowing inference, that the destruction of the 
ungodly is certain, infallibly certain. — 
"Though hand join in hand the wicked 
iBhall not be unpunished;" and alas, bre- 
thren, are there not some, are there not ma-^ 
ny such in the midst of us ? Suppose that 
the great Lord of the vineyard should thi« 
day pass through this part of his heritage, 
how many "barren fig-trees'* might he be- 
hold ; some that have stood ten or twenty, 
others that have been thirty or forty years 
tinder the means of cultivation without any 
sensible advantage ? Has he not appointed 
one DR£ss£R and a second and a third to 
*^ dig about them>" to use every means which 
might probably be effectual for rendering 
them profitable, but where are their appear- 
ances of fruit ? "When he looked that they 
should bring forth grapes, have they not 
brought forth wild grapes?^* "If the axe 
was" this moment" laid to the root" of each 
barren tree in this vineyard, how many mo- 
numents of wrath must appear ? Or if all 
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who are spiritually dead were now struck 
naturally dead, how awful would be the 
scene ? Would not some pious parent be 
left " to sorrow without hope" over a belov- 
ed^ yet thoughtless child ; or some devoutj 
serious sister bewail the untimely end of a 
brother, who had lived without God, and 
now perished without hope ? But I forbear 
indulging these melancholly reflections ; I 
rather rejoice that you are spared another 
year, and most affectionately exhort you to 
awake from your security. May " not the 
time past of your life suffice to have wrought 
the will of the flesh ?" Is all that you have 
been hearing, from season to season, of your 
spiritual and everlasting concerns an empty 
dream ? Is the doctrine of an immortal soul, 
of death, and judgment, and heaven, and 
hell, a mere shadow without substance ? are 
these doctrines " high swelling words'* with- 
out ideas or realities ? then *' sleep on and 
take your rest/' Let the drunkard freely 
quaff his flowing bowl ; let the gay sport 
merrily in the enchanting dance ; let the 
sons of wealth eat, drink, and be merry ; 
let them sleep securely on " their beds of 
ivory, and chant to the sound of the harp ;** 
let the young man rejoice in the days of his 
youth, quenching each anxious thought; let 
the despiser of divine ordinances persevere 
in this despite ; let him neglect his bible^ 
the duty of prayer, the institutions of the 
sabbath or sanctuary, and even deride those 
who are conscientious in observing them : 
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Indulge the pleasing dream, that ** to-mor-» 
row shall be as this day and much more a-> 
bundant/' But conscience secretly stalls 
back with horror at the thought ; this mon- 
itor within tells thee, and trembles under 
the conviction, that thou hast a soul to be 
saved or damned ; that there is a j udgmeni 
to come ; that there is a dread, unknown e- 
ternity into which thou must speedily plunge. 
Is it not then folly, and madness, in the ex* 
treme, to halt another day without making 
preparation ? The man who hates his own 
flesh ;: who obstinately pines away in hun* 
ger when bread is before him ; who shivers, 
in the storm of winter, spurning the offers of 
either a shelter to cover or cloUies to warm ; 
who wanlonly mangles and tortures his own 
body, is ten thousand times less cruel to him-r 
self than he who ** neglects so great 8alva<> 
tion." If " he that despised Moses' law di- 
ed without mercy under two or three witi- 
Besses : Of how much sorer punishment> sup- 
pose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under fcot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant^ where- 
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?** 
— Brethren, compassion to your souls con- 
strains me to use " this plainness of speech ;'* 
to propose any consideration that might 
probably operate either on your fedrs or 
hopes. Another period of your time is n^w 
elosing ; the great husbandman has borne 
with yoa another year under the care of the 
voii. i\ s 2 
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▼me-dresser : Will you rentare any longer 
in your present unc«»cern? I had almost 
said that if men are deternoined to remam 
in their sloth from season to season, the 
sooner they are cut off the better; they on- 
ly live to the dishonor of God, and to trea- 
sure up for themselves a iHore intolerable 
weight of wrath hereafter ; in hell they will 
indeed continue to sin against God, but their 
sin will not present that coloring of malig- 
^ nity, Thcre^ there will be no bible to neg- 
I lect ; no ordinances to slight; no tenders of 
salvation to reject; no Spirit to grieve ; no 
** blood of the corenant to profane : the en- 
mity of the damned shall eternally rise io 
opposition to the perfections of God, to the 
displays of his justice, and holiness^ and sov- 
, ereignty^and power ; but they will not have 
opportunity of trampling on love so tender, 
on forbearance so immense, on condescen- 
sion and grace so rich and astonishing* Lei 
every sinner in " this Zion be afraid,'^ lest 
divine patience,^ worn out with his delay^ 
yields to the demand of justice, " cut it 
dowuji why cumbereth it the ground ?*' And> 
be it remembered by all, that as the tree 
falleth so it must lie> and that for ever. 



211 
LECTURE ri. 



HOSEA XIV, 4, 5, 6. 

ImU heal their hackslidingSj I mil love them 
freely : for mine anger is turned away from 
him. ^^will be as the dem unto Israel ; he 
shall grow as the lily^ and east forth his 
roots as Lebanon^ His branches shall 
spread, and his beauty shaU be as the olivt 
tree, and his smell as Lebanon* 

THIS prophecy was delivered in tba 
** reigns of Uzziab, Joth^m, Ahaz and He- 
zekiab/' a period truly alarming to the na- 
tion of Israel.— The cup of their iniquity 
was nearly filled up, and that cloud which 
had long been collecting and blackening o- 
ver their beads was ready to burst forth in 
their destruction. The projphet therefore 
addresses them in the following melancho* 
ly, heart-melting strains^ ** regoice not, Q 
Israel, for joy as other people, for thou hast 
gone a whoring from thy God : The days of 
visitation are come ; the days of recompence 
are come : My God shall cast them away, 
because they did not hearken unto him ; and 
they shall be wanderers among the nations." 
But the Lord God is longsuffering and plen- 
teous in mercy ; his judgments move slowly 
along that this infatuated people may en- 
joy another opportunity for repenting and 
escaping- Amidst the general gloom, there* 
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fore, a ray of hope beams forth in the chap* 
ter which we have read to cheer and encou- 
rage them. " O I^ael, return unto the Lord 
thy God." Jehovah, in the riches of his con- 
descension, still acknowledges himself to be 
^ their God." To each believing Israelite 
he stood in a covenant relation which could 
never be broken ; which no chanf^ of time 
or circumstances could possibly Hissolve; 
and to the Jews in general he stood in an ex- 
ternal, covenant relation : He had not alto- 
gether rejected them as a people, but was 
yet known as " the God of Abraham, and 
of Isaac, and of Jacob. O Israel, return." 
This apostate nation is invited back to God 
as their portion and glory. " Although ye 
have wantonly and shamefully departed 
from me ; although ye have changed your 
God for them " that are no gods," by min- 
gling in the idolatry of the heathen; although 
ye have trampled on my mercies and har- 
dened yourselves against my judgments^ 
yet I have no pleasure in your destruction, 
but would rather that you return and live; 
only acknowledge your iniquity, improve 
the sacrifice of my Son as the ground of 
your remission, and be restored to my fa^ 
▼or." Mercy may be pronounced the dar-^ 
ling perfection of Jehovah ; this attribute 
he eminently displays in bearing with indivi- 
duals and nations amidst their provocations^ 
and using innumerable means for reclaiming 
them. Even after the decree for their de- 
struction has seemingly gone forth^ its ej&- 
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ecution is suspended a little longer, and a- 
nother experiment is made to see if they will 
hear and obey. " Go and proclaim these 
words towards the north and say, return, 
ihou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord^ 
and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon 
you." The prophet enforces his exhorta- 
tion to return^ by an argument drawn from 
those miseries to which their transgressions 
had exposed them, " thou hast fallen by 
thine iniquity. The ruin here spoken of 
may allude to those scourges which they 
had occasionally experienced from the E'- 
gyptians, the Amalekites and other neighr 
boring nations ; or it may refer to that in- 
vasion oftbe Assyrian army which they were 
shortly to expect. They are represented as 
fallen because, without speedy repentance 
and reformation, their ruin was as certain at 
if it had already taken place. Moral cau*- 
ses, in the righteous procedure of God, pro- 
duce their proper effects, no less than na- 
tural causes, and a flood of impiety will be 
succeeded by a flood of wrath. Although 
the Lord God " is slow to anger," yet the 
judgment of a rebellious people will "not 
always linger, nor their" visitation " always 
slumber." Thou hast fallen "by thine in* 
iquity." — Sin is the procuring cause of all 
misery, whether private or public ; whe- 
ther temporal or eternal. It destroyed " the 
old world with a deluge ;" it brought " fire 
and brimstone from the Lord out of heaven 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and the other 
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cities of the plain ;'• it leads on, in their turn, 
war and famine and pestilence, to sweep 
from the eartli the implacable enemies of 
God : Sin was now delivering up the poste- 
rity of Abraham, who had long T)een the 
peculiar favorite of heaven, to a tedious, a 
painful, and reproachful servitude in a for- 
eign land. — " O Assyrian, the rod of mine 
anger, I will send him against the hypocrit- 
ical nation, and against the people of ray 
wrath will I give him charge, to take the 
spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread 
them down like the mire of the streets.''-— 
Although the iniquities of individuals may 
pass unpunished in the present life, because 
their retribution may be expectetl hereafter, 
yet ungodly nations shall not escape. It ]« 
only in this world that they exist in a na« 
tional capacity, therefore this world is the 
only place of national recompence. 

In the verses which are chosen as the sub- 
ject of our meditation, IsraePs God announ- 
ces a variety of promises to encourage the 
Jews amidst their calamitous circumstances: 
But although these were uttered to the lit- 
eral Israel ; although they immediately al- 
luded to their deliverance from the iron 
chain in Babylon, and their future prosper- 
ity and glory ; yet they " are written for 
generations to come ;'* they may be really 
improved for our consolation under a con- 
sciousness of backslidings^or appearances of 
the divine displeasure. God is an infinite 
speaker, and in these living oracles address- 
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es persons of all ages and all countries ; the 
wrath which he denounced against the off- 
spring of Abraham for their apostacy, was 
designed for our admonition and alarm ; the 
promises of forgiveness and life, which he 
graciously tendered them, were designed 
for our consolation and hope. 

On the last Lord's day your attention was 
directed to the parable of •' the bairen fig- 
tree.'' I endeavored to improve that por- 
tion of scripture for alarming the sinner in 
Zion ; for exhibiting that destruction which, 
without repentence on his part, must una- 
voidably overtake him ; I attempted, also, 
to shew to the congregation, in a social ca- 
pacity, the danger of misimproving their 
privileges ; it was noticed that the Lord 
God, in his righteous displeasure, some- 
times unchurches a congregation at once, 
" removes the candlestick*' out of his place, 
and leaves them without " vision, without 
sacrifice, and without teraphim." Suck 
were his judgments upon the Jews ; such, 
afterwards, were his judgments upon Sardis, 
upon Laodecea, and the other churches in 
lesser Asia. My design in selecting these 
versesis to aim at displaying the abundant 
riches of divine mercy, and, if possible, to 
encourage you as individuals and as a con-' 
gregation to yield yourselves up to the Lord 
by entering into his covenant. 

" I will heal their backslidings.*' To 
backslide, in the literal sense of the word, u 
to slip or glide from some point to which 
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we have attained ; as used in scripture, it 
generally signifies to come short of some 
resolution which we have solemnly made^ 
or some obligation which we are reasonably 
bound to fulfil, and is only chargeable upon 
a professing person or people* The hea- 
then, or those who have been uniformly op- 
posed to the Saviour's cross, cannot be 
guilty of backsliding, because they hav-e 
nothing to lose ; having never attained to 
any thing in the church of the living God, 
there is nothing either in principle or pro- 
fession from which they can depart. But 
they are chargeable with backsliding who 
were early surrendered to God in baptism, 
who were thus brought into the communion 
of his church, or who join themselves to the 
Lord by an open profession of his name, and 
afterwards walk unworthy of this profession; 
who renounce any thing either in doctrine 
or practice to which they had attained. — 
Such was the condition of the Jews to whom 
this prophecy was delivered, and such is the 
condition of thousands who once possessed 
a name in the visible church. ** The cares 
of this world, the deceitfulness of riches,^' 
the temptations of "the eviLone," all com- 
bining with their own corruptions, lead them 
*^ aside from the holy commandment: With 
these they become more and more entang- 
led to the loss of their peace in time, and of 
their souls for ever. " Demas hath forsak- 
en me," says the apostle, " having loved this 
present world :'\ [[ They that will be. rich 
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fall into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts which drown 
men in destruction and perdition.*' 

Brethren, are there any such in this con- 
gregation ? Any, who by an increasing at- 
tachment to the profits or pleasui:es or pre- 
ferments of this world, are gradually depart- 
ing from God ; are becoming more remiss 
in the duties of the closet, or family, or sanc- 
tuary ? Let such be entreated to embrace, 
without delay, the gracious promise, " I will 
heal your backslidings,'* The original word 
which we translate AcaZ, literally signifies to 
cure as a physician ; to remove some bodi- 
ly disease, and restore to health and vigor a 
broken constitution. *^Thus saith the Lord, 
the God of David thy Father,'* to king He- 
zekiah, " I have heard thy prayers, I have 
seen thy tears ; behold I will heal thee ; on 
the third day thou shalt go up to the house 
of the Lord." In the present and many 
other instances this word is applied to the 
diseases of the soul, and signifies their com- 
plete removal. David celebrates the prai- 
ses of Jehovah " who forgave all his iniqui- 
ties; who healed all his diseases; who 
crowned" him " with loving kindness and ' 
tender mercies." The promise here made to 
the chiirch is most comprehensive in its na- 
ture ; ** I will heal their backslidings, I will 
graciously pardon the gujlt which they have 
contracted in departing from me ; I will be 
merciful to this their unrighteousness, this 
aiii and iniquity I will remember no more.'^ 
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The remission of sin through the blood of 
the cross is a leading blessing of the ever- 
lasting covenant, and is introductory to all 
other blessings. The happy subject then 
enjoys a complete acquittal from his past 
and present transgressions, a perfect dis- 
charge from that curse of the law under 
ivhich he formerly groaned, an eternal re- 
demption from that wrath of which he was 
justly an heir, and a title, a legal, unaliena- 
ble title to future glory and happiness,— 
** Being justified by his grace, we are made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life." 
But the promise comprehends more than 
merely the pardon of their former offences ; 
it also includes their sanctification, or the 
mortification of those lusts by which they 
might be exposed to future apostacies. " I 
will heal their backslidings, I will not only 
forgive those crimes with which they have 
been formerly chargeable, but will power- 
fully subdue those corruptions by which 
they might hereafter be estranged from me ; 
I will put my Spirit within them, and cause 
them to walk in my statutes, and they shall 
keep my judgments and do them. Then 
^hali they remember their own evil ways 
and their doings that were not good, and 
shall loathe themselves in their own sight, 
for their iniquities and for their abomina- 
tions," Whom Jehovab pardons he also 
purifies ; fce convinces them by his word 
and Spirit, that it is an evil and a bitter thing 
that they have departed from him ; he ex- 
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cites in them an abborrence of all sin> and 
particularly an abhorrence of those sins 
with which in times past they have " been 
most easily beset." " Ephraim/* who was 
formerly " joined to his idols/' shall after- 
wards exclaim with a holy indignation; 
"what have I to do any more with idols V* 
And David, after he was brmight to a con- 
sciousness of his guilt in the murder of Uri- 
ah, fervently expostulates, "deliver me from 
blood guiltiness, O God, thou God of my 
salvation ;'* although he was solicitous to be 
restrained from all sin, he appeared pecu- 
liarly solicitous to be restrained from a re- 
petition of that crime by which he lately 
dishonored God, gave occasion to the ene- 
mies of his cause to blaspheme, and disturb* 
ed his own spiritual peace. 

The person making this promise is God 
the Father; although in the remission of 
human guilt there is a distant act of the e- 
VER BLESSED THREE : The Sou " brings in 
everlasting righteousness," and renders our 
restoration to the divine favor consistent 
with each divine perfection: The Holy Spi- 
rit works faith in the sinner'^s heart, enabling 
him to improve this righteousness, cordially 
to embrace it as freely presented in the gos- 
pel ; yet the formal act of our justification 
at first, and of the remission of our daily 
imperfections, belongs peculiariy to the Fa- 
ther., He vindicated the honors of justice, 
declaring that " without shedding of blood 
there" should be "no remission;" demand- 
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ing that a full reparation be made to the in^ 
jured glories of the divine government be- 
fore the rebel be admitted to favor ; and 
the Father actually pardons in consequence 
of this satisfaction. "It is God that justifi- 
eth, who is he that condemneth ?" 

It may be remarked here, that the resta- 
ration of a backsliding people is really 
pleasing and glorifying to God, Does the 
fond parent delight in the return of a diso- 
bedient, prodigal son ; are bis bowels mov- 
ed within him when he beholds the peniten- 
tial tear burst from his eyes^ or hears the 
unfeigned acknowledgments of regret foe 
his former misbehaviour; does he run, does 
he embrace him, does he afford every pos- 
sible expression of good will towards him* 
and cordiality in receiving him ? Inconceiv- 
ably more cordial is the everlasting Father 
in receiving the apostate child who returns 
through the mediation of Jesus Christ. — 
"Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, 
and I will return unto you saith the Lord of 
hosts : Turn, O backsliding children, for I 
^m married unto you, saith the Lord." He 
does not merely invite them back to him- 
self, but he scatters every mountain of op- 
position that intervenes ; he answers every 
objection which might tend to discourage ; 
"I will heal your backslidings ; when you 
have multiplied to transgress I will multiply 
to pardon; all your former disobedience^ 
your breach of resolutions the most delibe- 
rate and sol«mn, your present unwprthinessi 
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are no obstacles on my part, and tliey need 
fee no discouragement on yours. Behold, 
I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins ; re- 
turn unto me, for I have redeemed you." 

Are any despondently replying, "where- 
with shall I come before the Lord ? I am 
ashamed to look up to a Father whom I 
have so frequently and wantonly offended ; 
I have no plea which I can mention as a 
reason why the Lord should receive me 
who am chargeable with shameful and re- 
peated departures ;'* he adds " I will love 
you freely.'* The love here mentioned 
does not so properly imply this attribute or 
perfection of God, as the egress or expres- 
sion of this perfection to his people. Con- 
sidered in the former sense the love of God 
h invariable ; he as really loves the child of 
adoption when he frowns as when he smiles ; 
when he scourges him with scorpions, as 
when he refreshes with his consolations.- — 
<*I have loved you with an everlasting," 
unchanging "love; therefore, with loving 
kindness have I drawn you." The promise 
here delivered by the prophet secures that 
Jehovah who had long been visiting Israel 
in wrath would speedily return to them in 
manifestations of mercy ; that the night of 
adversity in which as a nation they had been 
enveloped should be shortly succeeded by 
a morning of prosperity, and their present 
sorrow should terminate in joy. I cannot 
pass unnoticed the sovereignty with which 
VOL. 4. T 2 
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this promise is expressed, "I. will love you 
freely;" " It is not to r^eward any worth, 
or compliment any excellence in you, but 
to magnify the freedom and immensity of 
my own goodness. Not for your sakes do 
I this, be it known unto you, O house of Is- 
rael, but for mine own name's sake." — ^AIl 
the blessings which a covenant God dispen- 
ses, he dispenses/rceZy ; does he justify the 
ungodly ? " it is freely of grace through the 
redemption which is in Christ ;" does he 
raise to life the spiritually dead ? " it is ac- 
cording to his mercy ; out of his abundant 
goodness they are begotten again :" does he 
bestow the adoption of children to the alien? 
this favor is shown to " the praise of the 
riches of the glory of his grace ;^' does he 
visit an individual, or a church, or a nation 
with a season of refreshing after they have 
been apparently rejected or forgotten? 
•* these things are freely given of God." — 
The word freeh/ probably expresses, not on- 
ly the communication of blessings without 
merit on their part, but also the abundant 
measures in which they should be dispen- 
sed ; " I will love you freely ; I will man- 
ifest my favor with a bounty becoming a 
God ; where sin has abounded on your part 
in backsliding and departing from me, my 
mercy shall much more abound in passing 
by your transgressions, and imparting every 
blessing which your necessities can require ; 
my grace, like an overflowing river or mighty 
stream^ shall surmount every obstacle which 
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. will do for you exceedingly abundantly, not 
only beyond what you deserve, but also 
beyond what you can either ask or think." 
The love of Jehovah must be exercised in 
^ manner consistent with the honor of his^ 
other perfections ; the demands of his jus- 
tice must be answered ; the injuries of his 
law must be repaired before mercy can be 
manifested to a guilty world ; he therefore 
adds, "for mine anger is turned away fron> 
him/' To consider " anger" when ascri- 
bed to God as that hasty, unreasonable, un- 
controled passion whi^h agitates the bosom 
of mortals, would be equally absurd and blas- 
phemous ; " he beholds the end from the be- 
ginning," he foresees every event which can 
possibly occur either in time or eternity, 
and therefore can never be taken on sur- 
prize ; h^ is a being essentially perfect, and 
therefore infinitely remote from that caprice 
by which mortals are governed ; but anger 
when ascribed to Deity signifies his righte- 
ous displeasure against sin, his necessary ab- 
horrence of it as contrary to his perfections, 
as inconsistent with the moral beauty of hit 
creation, and a holy, deliberate, unaltera- 
ble determination to punish it : the remo- 
val of his anger, therefore, can take place 
only in consequence of ample satisfaction 
both to his la w and justice. " The anger of 
the Lord was turned away" from the ob- 
jects of mercy at the death of his eternal 
Son in their room ; that blood which flowed 
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from his cross washed away the guilt of » 
chosen world. " Who shall lay any thing 
to the charge of God^s elect ; it is Christ that 
died, yea,rather that is risen again.'' Those 
lightnings of divine wrath which threatened 
their destruction exhausted all their terrors 
lapon the soul of the Surety; peace and 
good will are therefore proclaimed to them^ 
— " F^or by one offering," says the apostle,- 
" be hath perfected for ever them that- are 
sanctified." The anger of Jehovah is turn- 
ed away from the individual, at the moment 
of his union to Jesus and acceptance of his 
covenant righteousness ; no sooner does ther 
sinner improve by faith the obedience and 
blood of the gracious Immanuel than a sen- 
tence of justification is passed in his favor;, 
the Lord God who formerly denounced " in- 
dignation and wrath'* against his crimes be- 
comes " pacified towards" him ; pronoun* 
ces him perfectly " accepted in the belor* 
ed/' and gives him. the most inviolable se- 
curity to future happiness and glory. " He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting: 
life. He is no longer a stranger^or foreign- 
er but a fellow citizen with the saints and* 
of the household of God/' '' The" divine 
<* anger is turned" from a guilty, backsliding 
people when they return in the lively exer- 
cises of faith and humiliation. " If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
xis our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness'. Is Ephraim my dear son ? 
Is he a pleasant child ? For since I spake a- 
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gainst him, I do earnestly remember bim 
still ; therefore my bowels are troubled for 
him ; I will surely have mercy upon him, 
saith the Lord.^' 

We learn from this passage, that in the 
mercy of God, through Jesus Christ, there 
is encouragement for the chief of sinners, 
for the most undeserving, the niost hell-de- 
serving to return and live : former iniqui- 
ties however enormous, present unworthi- 
ness however great are no objection on the 
part of Jehovah ; they are no obstacle to 
interrupt the egress of his mercy ; the insig- 
nificance, the abominationsr of the creature 
only serve to heighten the glories of his 
grace in their forgiveness and salvation. 
" Let the wicked forsake his way and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts ; let him turn un- 
to the Lord and he will have mercy upon 
him, and to our God, for he will abundant- 
ly pardon him." We may frequently no- 
lice the greatest unwortbiness, the most ag- 
gravated crimes on the part of man, connect- 
edjwitb the most rich,unconditional tenders of 
spiritual and immortal blessings. "Though 
ye have lain among the pots :" although ye 
have been debased by the foulest abomina- 
tions of the flesh and spirit, " yet shall ye 
be as the wings of a dove covered with sil- 
ver, and her feathers with yellow gold/' — 
Again, Israel's God complains, " thou hast 
not Called upon me, O Jacob ; thou hash 
been weary of me, O Israel ; thou hast made 
me serve with thy sins ; thou hast wearied 
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me with thine iniquities;" the heaviest 
charges are there uttered against this favor- 
ed people ; crimes multiplied in number^ 
and aggravated in their circumstances ; they 
are accused of omitting a duty the most rea- 
sonable and important > " thou hast not call* 
ed upon me, whose favor is life," whose lov- 
ing kindness constitutes your happiness as^ 
individuals, and your glory as a nation ^ 
thou hast been weary of me, by whom you 
have been exalted above all kindreds of the ' 
earth with every blessing both temporal and 
spiritual : But what is the conseq^lence t 
Does a righteous God doom them to despair^ 
and threaten to heap upon them the reward 
of their transgressions ? No ; in the pleni«- 
tude of his grace he immediately adds, ** f,. 
even I am he that blotteth out thy trans-^ 
gressions for mine own name's sake, and 
will not remember thy sins^" 

In the fifth verse the Lord God gives to* 
his church the assurance of a speedy return 
and an abundant refreshing. ^* I will be as 
the dew unto Israel." There are no ob- 
jects in nature by which the influence of the 
Holy Ghost are more frequently represent- 
ed than the rain and the dew. " tie shall 
come down like rain upon the mown grass ; 
as showers that watjer the earth. Awake 
and sing, ye that dwell in the dust, for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs/' The natural 
dew descends imperceptibly ; the eye of 
mortals cannot discover the treasures from 
which. its drops are derived, nor trace their 
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passage to the earth ; their effect is obvi- 
ous in renewing the withered creation, but 
the manner is altogether unknown. The 
dew, in this respect, is a lively emblem of 
the divine Spirit in his operations. Although 
his effect on the souls of his people is obvi- 
ous, enlivening them when dead, enlarging 
thena when distressed, exciting within them 
holy and heavenly dispositions, yet the pe- 
culiar manner in which he produces this ef- 
fect is utterly unaccountable, " Who hath 
iLnown the Spirit of the Lord, or being his 
counsellor hath taught him. The wind blow- 
eth where it listeth and we hear the sound 
thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth ; so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit." The workings of this 
almighty Agent in bringing home the law 
for convincing of sin, and the gospel for im- 
parting peace and consolation we can no 
more conceive than the natural eye can dis- 
cern the drops of the morning dew. Again, 
the particles of dew, although small and im- 
perceptible, are most refreshing in their ten- 
dency ; they renew the face of nature when 
decayed ; give a fresh bloom to the grass, 
cause the rose to expand its leaves and the 
lily to diffuse its fragrance. The dew, in 
this respect, 'most happily represents the 
everlasting Spirit in his effects ; the moment 
that his influences descend, how is the spir- 
itual creation refreshed and revived ? All 
the graces of his people j which were former- 
ly witliered and drooping, " flourish as an 
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herV under the genial dew ; their smell is 
fragrant " as the smell of a field which the 
Lord hath blessed," and comes up with ac- 
ceptance to God through Jesus Christ. A- 
gain, the drops of dew are inexhaustible, 
the treasures from which they flow are not 
diminished by communication. The dew, 
for this reason, is a natural and encouraging 
emblem of the gracious Spirit. Although 
his influences have long been descending 
for the sanctification and support of his 
church, the source from which they flow is 
neither exhausted nor lessened ; they are as 
copious this day for the revival of Zion at 
large, as when they rested in such plenteous 
effusion at the feast of pentecost, or for the 
conversion of thousands under the preach- 
ing of Peter; they are as free, and abundant 
this hour for thine establishment and en- 
largement, christian, as when they early de- 
scended upon an Abel or an Enoch, ena- 
bling them " to walk with God. I will pour 
water on him that is thirsty, and floods upon 
the dry ground ; I will cause the shower to 
come do^vn in his season ; there shall be 
showers of blessing." 

It may be here remarked that the Lord 
God is a liberal giver ; he delights in open- 
ing the treasures of his covenant and dispen- 
sing plenteously to the wants of his people. 
He not only " heals their backslidings, blots 
out their transgressions as a thick cloud," 
giving them the free and eternal remission 
of their trespasses, but descends as the dew 
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tipoB their souls, and refreshed them With 
the consolations of his covenant ; gives 
them occasional pledges of '' that fulness of 
joy," of those endless " pleasures which are 
at his right hand ; he sympathizes with them 
under all their distresses ; supports under 
all their difficulties, and " gives them ever- 
lasting consalation and good hope through, 
grace,'' amid^ all the discouragements of 
their earthly pilgrimage. " The Lord thy 
God in the midst of thee is mighty ; he will 
«ave ; he will rejoice over thee with joy ; 
be wUl rest in his love ; he will joy over 
them with singing." When the christian is 
straightened, he is not straightened in Jeho- 
vah, in his promises, his covenant, his all- 
sufficiency or willingness to bestow ; but he 
is straightened in himself, in his own indo- 
lence and unbelief, " If he receives not,*' 
it is " because he asks not ;" for his cove- 
nant God, " is able to do for him exceeding 
abundantly beyond what he can either ask 
or think ;" his grace is a fountain ever flow- 
ing, overflowing and he is glorified in com- 
municating. " When the poor and needy 
seek water and there is none, and their tongue . 
faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them». 
I the God of Israel will not forsake them ; I 
will open rivers in high places, and foun-, 
tains in the midst of the vallies ; I will 
make the wilderness a pool of water and the 
dry land springs of Waten** 

*« He shall grow.'* This is the effect im* 
mediately produced by the descent of the 
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Holy Ghost in his influences. The herb 
does not more naturally revive and flourish 
under the softening showers of heaven, tbaa 
the church of the living God under the com* 
immications of his grace^ ^^ They spring 
iip as among the grass and as willows by the 
water courses. The wilderness then be- 
comes a fruitful field ; the trees of righteous- 
ness, the planting of the Lord/' are clothed 
with new verdure and beauty ; they pre- 
sent their blossoms and fruit in due season* 
How are the souls of theredeemedgladden- 
ed under the light of their Father^s counten- 
ance ; they are inflamed with more arden4 
love to God and more fervent concern for 
his glc^'y ; their conversation becomes more 
spiritual and ^ifytng ; in short, << they 
inount up with wings as eagles ; they run 
and are not w«ary, they walk and are not 
faint.^' The Christianas growth is compar- 
ed to that of the Uly^ Lilies abounded 
much in the land of Canaan, and are repre- 
sented by naturalists as a flower equally 
beautiful to the sight and fragrant to the 
stQelL Our Redeemer speaking, of the lily 
remarks ^4hat Solomon in all bis glory was 
iiot arrayed like one of them/' The chiu*ch 
and the paitkular christian are probably 
compared to the lily in order to expres'* 
their real beauty and excellence ; to. shew 
that however insignificant in their own es- 
teem, or contemptible in the esteem of the 
world, they are really glorious in the eyes 
Mangels and of God. Clothed with ^iin- 
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en clean and white," even the righteousness 
of Jesus their substitute, and adorned inter- 
nally with the beauties of holiness, they are 
pronounced all-fair and unhdefiled ;" with- 
out spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing/* 
** The king's daughter is all glorious with- 
in ; her clothing is of wrought gold." 

" And cast forth his roots as Lebanon." 
Almost every object in tl>e natural, is era- 
ployed to represent something in the spirit- 
ual world. The grass which grows in the 
£[eld, the rose as it opens in the garden, and 
the cedar which towers aloft on the moun- 
tain, all point out, in their turn, the chris- 
tian's progress towards perfection. In the 
former part of this verse he was represented 
as " growing like the lily ;" mounting up- 
ward* ki ardor of affection, in heavenliness 
ef thought, and spirituality of conversation ; 
rising in frequent aPtd ferveiit longings after 
God as his consolation and glory ; but the 
believer's stability does not depend so much 
©n the warmth of his affections, or any out- 
ward attainments, as on a downward growth, 
in humility and self-denial. He is tirerefore 
said '^ to cast forth his roots as Lebanon," 
or as the cedars " of Lebanon.'* Leb- 
anon was a mountain situated to the 
north of Judea, and its cedars were general- 
ly known through the eastern world ; this 
tree was distinguished not only by the gran- 
deur of its appearance, but also for sofidity 
and strength. It is therefore reprei ented as 
» high display of Jehovah's power iliat hU 
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** votec brcaketh the cedars, yea the cedars 
of Lebanon." The solidity of the cedar, 
however, did not depend on its towering 
height or wide spread branches, but rather 
on the depth of its roots in the earth ; thus 
the christian's safety depends not on the 
splendor of his gifts, on the ardor of his feel- 
ings or frames, but rather on his being 
"rooted and grottnded** in Christ Jesu«- 
" He that trusteth on the Lord is like mount 
Zion which can never be moved. The pro- 
fessor whose growth consists in lively feel- 
ings, or empty speculation, like a ship with* 
out ballast, or a building without founda- 
tion, or a tree without roots, is liable to be 
overthrown by the first storm of temptation 
or persecution. There is one circumstance 
which it may not be unprofitable to mention 
on this part of the verse ; the growth of the 
root is unseen ; its ^uograssia striking deepec 
and wider through the earth is unnoticed, 
yet the tree is gradually acquiring greater 
strength and prepared for resisting every 
outward shock. This remark, if duly real- 
ized, would tend to quiet the fears of many 
exercised souls. They feel not that enlarge- 
ment in spiritual exercises ; that liberty in 
prayer ; that fervor in meditation ; that de- 
light in religious company and conversatio 
that "joy in God through the Lord Jes 
Christ'' which they once experienced; thf 
are afraid, therefore, that they " have Ic 
their firi^t love ;" that they are going back 
wards in the divine life, if not altogether r 
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proBaies. But let ine ask thte, disconsolate 
christian^ art thou deploring thy spiritual 
barrenness? art thou more and more con- 
vinced that thy « heart is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked?'* art thou 
grad^ly taught the necessity of lying at 
the feet of Jesus$ and depending on him dai^ 
ly as thy ^ wisdom and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption ?*'-Then I call 
upon thee not '< to sorrow as those who have 
BO hope ;^ tiiou ftrt now " casting forth thy 
roots as Lefoanoii ;'* thou art becoming more 
immovably established in. the offices of 
€hrist» in the promises of the gospel, in the 
everlasting Covenant, and thus prepared for 
sustaining every outward trial. Perhaps 
ihe diristian never grows so rapidly as when 
in his own opinion he is not growing at all ; 
although he may be siidcing in his own es- 
teem, he is rising in* the divine esteem, by 
^* putting on that ornament of a meek and 
quietspirit which is in the sight of God of 
great price*. 

It may be remarked, on this part of the 
verse, that the believer's increase in holiness 
and advancement to perfection is infallibly 
sure. He may be liable to interruptions in 
his spiritual course. The natural world fre- 
quently appears decayed and barren ; if5l 
growth is checked alternately by the parch- 
ing drought of summer and the chilling blast 
of winter. The spiritual world also experi- 
ences its inconveniences and injuries ; ^^ thg 
trees of righteousness'^ suffer in turn from 
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the summeir's drought and the winter^s frost ; 
fometimes the refreshing influences of the 
Spirit are refitrained and '^ the heavens oyer 
them become as brass ;*' again, the chilling 
blasts of affliction, of temptation, and perse- 
cution pass along, their fruit then begips to 
languish, their leaves to decay, and their us- 
ual bloom is in a great measure lost. But 
this interruption is only for a season. " Their 
paths shall again drop down fatness ;'' the 
sun of righteousness shall revisit them with 
his cheering rays, and these " trees of God'* 
shall- appear " fat and flourishing.'- Sooner 
shall the laws of nature be dissolved ; soon- 
er shall the dews of the morning cease to 
descend, or the clouds to pour down their 
rain ; sooner shall the sun cease to roll in 
his orbit, giving light to the world, than a 
promise of the divine word fail of its ac- 
complishment. Yea, christian, all these 
changes, however awful, shall take place, 
but the love of thy promising, covenanting 
God shall remain unchanged, eternally un- 
changeable. " For a small moment have I 
forsaken thee," merely for the trial of thy 
patience and to shew thee that this world is 
not thy heaven, " but with great mercies 
will I gather thee: In a little wrath,'* as a 
correction for thy spiritual indolence or 
shameful unbelief, ** 1 hid my face from thee 
for a moment, but with everlasting kindness 
will I have mercy upon thee." With these 
promises before thine eyes, promises firmer 
than the everlasting hills^ more immovable 



than the pillars of nature, hang thy harp no * 
longer upon the willow ; lift up thine head 
with exceeding joy, for behold thy redemp- 
tion draweth nigh^ " Thou shalt grow aa 
the lily ; thou shalt cast forth thy roots as 
the cedars of Lebanon,'' until thou arttrans- 
planted into a better soil, a more healthful 
clime, even the heavenly paradise, there to 
flourish in unfading bloom. 

"His branches shall spread." Thisprom- 
ise or praphecy may also be considered as 
referring to the particular christian, and 
forming a greater security for his progress 
to perfection ; but it more probably respects 
the church in general, and secures her per- 
petuity and prosperity. The branched of 
Zion literally spread, when her boundaries 
are enlarged ; when individuals and families 
and nations are converted to the faith of the 
gospel. This promise was partly accom- 
plished in the earlier ages of Christianity, 
particularly in the effusion of the Holy 
Ghost after the ascension of our Lord. — 
" The word of God grew mightily and pre- 
vailed :" The sacred leaven diffused its in- 
fluence from heart to heart; from settlement 
to settlement ; from nat ion to nation. " The 
earth was made to bring forth in one day,* 
and a nation was born at once ; for as soon 
as Zion travailed, she brought forth her 
children." The apostles, armed with pow- 
er from on high, " went forth and preached 
every where, the Lord working with tb©na 
and confirming the YfoxA with signs follow-^ 



236: 

mg.'^ This promise shall receive a more^ 
illustrious accomplishment in " the glory of 
the latter day." "The branches" of Zion 
shall eminently spreadvfben the Jews shall 
return to the Messiah, doing homage to him. 
as their Saviour and Lord ; when " the ful-^ 
ness of the Gentiles shall come in/* and the 
whole earth shall be full of his glory..^ 

" And his beauty shall be as the olive- 
tree.** Natural historians have related little-- 
respecting this species of tree, yet there are* 
frequent allusions to it in the inspired re- 
cords. So far as we can learn from sacred- 
history, it was distinguished by an almost^ 
perpetual verdure ; also by the excellence* 
and abundance of the oil which it produced- 
Israel, in the day of her purity and glory,, 
was pronounced. " a green olive tree, fair,, 
and of goodly fruit*" Zachariah represents^ 
the " two olive trees as standing upon the 
right and left side of the candlestick," sup- 
plying it with oil ; and in the parable deliv- 
ered by Jotham, the olive tree is introduc- 
ed as asking, *^ should I leave my fatness,, 
wherewith by me they honor God and man ?" 
The righteous are probably compared to 
the olive 4ree, to shew that their spiritual 
beauty is unfading ; covered with the righ- 
teousness of Jesus Jehovah, as with a robe, 
they are altogether eomeh/^ eternally glori- 
ous in the eyes of God ; and supplied with 
oil from the Spirit of holiness they continue 
« fat and flourishing ;" they are ** filled with 
those fruits of righteousness which are hf 
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J^esus Clirist to the glory and praise o€ God/'' 
Their beauty is not precarious like the flow- 
er of the field which is suddenly blighted 
and withered, but like the olive they are 
erer green. In prosperity they are thank- 
ful and joyous ; in adversity they are pa- 
tient and i-esignedr^ *^ They glory in tribu- 
lations also ; knowing tliat tribulation work- 
eth patience ; and patience experience* and 
experience hope." 

" And his smell as Lebanon/' The Bas- 
tions of the east conversed almost univer- 
sally in figure ; the imagination of the speak- 
er, seizing some outward object, einployed 
it for illustrating or enforcing the truth 
which he delivered. This prophet otlfae 
Lord,, conforming to general custoraji^oni- 
municates his message chiefly in metaphor. 
He represents the christian as growing liki^ 

" the lily^ aml^asling forth his root3 as Le- 
banon ;" he compares his beauty to that of 
the olive tree, and in this part of the verse, 
his ** smell to Lebanon.'* By his smell are 
intended his outward deportment and coiv 
ret-satiom As Lebanon, refreshed with the 
rain or the dews of heaven, diftlised a de- 
lightful flavor through the neighboring coun- 
try, so the christian cherished by the influ- 
ences of the Holy Ghost, abounds in every 
good work ; his conduct and discourse aru 
fragrant to the spiritual senses of each be- 
holder ; they prove " an odor of sweet 
smell,'V acceptable to God,, and profitable 
to. men.. 
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I cannot dismiss these verses witioulr 
briefly applying them as the source of en^ 
eouragement under our own peculiar cir- 
cumstances. Beloved brethren, are we not 
chargeable with backsliding in our holy pro- 
fession ? As individuals have we not ^* come^ 
short of the glory of God V In our baptisnr^ 
we were solemnly surrendered f o Jehovah, 
we then became engaged to be for him, and 
not for another, to redeem our time and our 
talents in the advancement of his praise; but 
have we not shamefully failed in perform* 
ing these vows I As families are we not ver- 
ily guilty before God ? Have we been "ex- 
horting each other" with an earnestness be- 
o^ing the intimacy of our relation as hus* 
»a?it-» and wives ; as parents and children ; 
as masters and servants ; as brethren and- 
jiisters ? Have we been **' forbearing" with- 

8»d thus living together " as heirs of the 
grace of life ? Are we not chargeable, as a^ 
congregation, with misimproving our mer- 
ciful day ? We have not attended to the or- 
dinances of the sanctuary with a solemnity, 
and affectioa becoming the majesty of their 
Author,, or a due concern for our own spir- 
itual welfare, which they are intended to pro- 
mote.^ Have we sat under tlie ministry of 
reconciliation with a becoming faith, and 
love, and gratitude, i^ceiving the message^ 
not " as the word of man, but of the living 
God ? — What, brethren, should be our ex- 
ercises under this consciousness of guilt? 



Are we doomed to sink down m despair } 
'« Is there no balm in Gilead ? Is there no 
physician there? Why then*^ should notour 
^* health** as a people "be recovered?** Must 
we restiine ihe plaintive, de^ondent lan- 
guage oftbe Old Testament church when 
forsaken of her God, *^hast thou utterly re- 
jected Judah ? Hath thy soul loathed Zion^ 
Why hast thou smitten us» and there is no 
iiealing for us ?^ Glory to God, there is yet 
iiope in Israel concerning our condition^ 
The Lord God whom we have ofibnded 
"' waits that he may be gracious, he will be 
exalted that be may havo mercy," He is, 
Ihis day, aflFectionately entreating, "O Israel, 
teturn unto the Lord thy God/' H« answers 
atl doubts, he ren^oves all discouragements 
with the most gracious promise, <^ I will heal 
your backslidings, I will love you freely, for 
mine anger is turned away from him." Have 
the *^ heavens over us been as brass,^* and the 
genial dews, the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
been restrained? He is Encouraging us with 
that declaration of love, '^ I will be as the 
<lew unto Israel, and he shall grow as the 
iily and cast forth his roots as Lebanon." 
O brethren, are not these promises full of 
grace on the part of Jehovah ? Are they not 
rich with consolation to us ? Are they not 
worthy of our immediate, our most cordial 
acceptation as individuals, and as a society ? 
They are all in Jesus Christ, " yea, and in 
him amen," infallibly sure, ** unto the glory 
of God by us i'^ let the hearty therefore, of 
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every o«e be stirred up thankfully to em-t 
brace Ibem, and cordially to rejoice in them. 
The Lord God is my witness that I would 
willingly "espouse" you all this day "to one 
husband^ that I may present you as chaste 
virgins to Christ." Were you constrained 
by omnipotent grace to acquiesce in the of- 
fered terms, how glorious would be the oc- 
casion ? Is " there joy in heaven" at the con- 
version of a single sinner, what would be the 
transports of its blessed inhabitants, was a 
whole congregation returning arid " lament- 
ing after the Lord?" How rapturously 
would holy angels mingle in the general tri- 
umph, and record that " this man and that 
man was born therein. Come, brethren, 
and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a 
perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotr 
ten," — Amen and Amen* 
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PREFACE. 

THE following discourse^ with a few 
additions and alterations, makes its appear^ 
ance from the press precisely as it was de- 
livered from the pulpit. It would be vani- 
ty the most inexcusable in the author, to 
affect throwing any light on the duties of 
the ministerial affice, which have been so 
frequently and fully discussed by persons 
of maturer age, of greater experience, and 
whose situation in life opens larger sources 
pf information on this and every other sub- 
ject. In the providence of God, however, 
be wa& called to pieach on that public occa- 
sion, and at the repealed request of some> 
whose judgment he ought to respect, he of- 
fers the sermon to the world. The author 
trusts, that it may occasionally serve at least 
as a monitor to himself, and through the 
blessing of Ihat sovereign God, who makes 
foolish things to confound the wise, and weak 
things to confound the mighty, may not be 
altogether unprofitable to fellow laborers 
in the vineyard of Jehovah. 

All who are in the least degree versed in 
the history of the church ; who are acquaint- 
ed with her prosperities and adversities, and 
the causes . which produced them, must be 
impressed with the unutterable importance 
of her ministry. On the prudence of the 
ambassadors of Jesus, their patience, their, 
self-denial, their fervent zeal, their deep 
acquaintance with the mysteries of the king- 
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dom^ and their holy heroism in defending 
them, depend intimately, under God, the 
success and the glory of Christianity. TJiey 
are in scripture emphatically represented un- 
der the emblem of stars j and if they are ob- 
scured, either by ignorance or error, a gen- 
eral darkness must envelope the horizon of 
the church. Natural talents and human 
learning are little noticed in the following 
character of the gospel steward ; because 
however important these qualifications are> 
they are of inferior importance ; they be- 
come useful and ornamental, precisely in 
proportion as they are sanctified by the Spi- 
rit of Jesus, and consecrated to the service 
of his cross. If those who " bear the vessels** 
of the Lord be erroneous, the more success- 
ful they are, the more dangerous, by ren- 
dering others two fold more the children of 
darkness than formerly. If they appear in- 
dolent and indifferent, their example fosters 
carelessness in their hearers, and tends to 
lull them deeper and deeper in the slumbers 
of perdition. The ordinary pastor, no less 
than the extraordinary apostle, should he 
possess " all knowledge and all mysteries,^' 
yet without charity, must become "as sound- 
ing brass, and a tinkling cymbal.*' Intel- 
lectual endowments, unaccompanied by di- 
vine grace, like the blazing comet, may daz- 
zle and astonish, while he who " endures all 
things for the elect's sake," like the sun in 
the firmament^ exhilirates and cherishes as 
be chines. 
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If the present discourse is made instru* 
mental in impressing a single ambassador of 
Jesus with more becoming conceptions of 
the importance of his office, or of awaken- 
ing one to greater industry and importunity 
in discharging the duties of his office, the 
author will consider himself more than re- 
warded ; and would now and eternally as- 
cribe all to the glory of that sovereignty, 
which out of" the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings" has perfected strength. 

Salem, Dec. 24, 1802. 
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I COK. IV, I. 

Stewards of the mysteries of God. 

« 

THE grace and sovereignty of Je- 
hovah illustriously shine in the redemption 
of man through the cross of Immanuel. It^ 
is a manifestation ofgrace the most aston«> 
ishing and glorious, that any of our family 
should be restored: that after our wilful a- 
postacy from the government of God, and 
rebellion against his crown, we should be 
reinstated in his favor, and dignified with 
the name, and distinguished wilh the inheri- 
tance of sons. It excites admiration in 
the highest, that our recovery should be ac- 
complished by a plan so peculiar, a scheme 
so costly, as the substitution and death of 
his "only begotten,'* eternally "beloved 
Son.'' " Herein is love ; not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins." 

Sovereignty also mingles her glories with 
those of grace, in every part of this won- 
drous dispensation. While grace displays 
her exceeding riches in the salvation of any, 
sovereignty shines mysterious and awful in 
determining the objects of this salvation ; 
in choosing some to adoption, and reconcil- 
iation^ and eternal liSfi, while others of the 
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sannre nation, of the same society, of the same 
family, under the same opportunities of in- 
struction, and the same offers of mercy, are 
utterly passed by ; are delivered up to 
"blindness of mind," and a tejection of Je- 
sus, the only sacrifice for sin. 

The Lord God appears no less an adora- 
ble Sovereign, in the Tery instruments by 
which this redemption is applied to " the 
election of fijrace." Whom does he usually 
raise up and employ for this important pur- 
pose ? Does he fasten upon the unsinning 
angels, those exalted spirits who bask in the 
glories of his throne, whose larger capaci- 
ties qualify them for understanding more 
fully, and unfolding more perfectly the mys- 
teries of redemption ? No ; their apostate 
tribes are not chosen to be the blessed par- 
takers of this salvation, neither are their un- 
sinning tribes honored to be instrumental in 
applying it. What rank of the human "fam- 
ily" is ordinarily employed for promoting 
the kingdom of " Jesus," and applying to 
the souls of others the atonement of his cross? 
Does the living God raise up some preter- 
natural order, persons superior to their fel- 
low-creatures, naturally distinguished by 
purer morals, by a more comprehensive un- 
derstanding or commanding utterance ? No ; 
was this the plan pursued, the success ef the 
gospel would probably be ascribed to the 
excellence of the instruments employed. — 
The vessel naturally most frail^ most fou), 
debased by erery species of abomination^ 
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has frequently been purified, and appointed 
1o contain this immortal treasure, " Base 
things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, — that no flesh 
should glory in his presence." He ordina- 
rily uses instruments the most insignificant, 
seemingly the most unequal to the work, 
that his own wisdom, and power, and sove- 
reignty, may more visibly be traced in eve- 
ry part of the dispensation. A few fisher- 
men, persons of low occupation in life, ua- 
learned in the sciences, and unskilled in the 
policies of this world, were selected as the 
usual companions of our Lord ; and their 
preaching, afterwards, was the great engine 
of spreading his gospel among the nations 
of the earth. Saul, once a malignant " per- 
secutor," a man <* injurious" to the Redeem- 
er's cause, who had uttered the foulest blas- 
phemies against his cross ; this very Saul is 
converted, and rendered the chief apostle of 
this very cross ; glories in it as his only sal- 
vation ; proclaims it as the only hope of 
perishing sinners. ** We have this treas- 
ure," he exclaims, adoring equally the depth 
of divine condescension and sovereignty— 
" We have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of 
God, and not of us. We are stewards of 
the mysteries of God.'^ 

The term mysteries frequently occurs in 
the volume of divine inspiration. Without 
inquiring particularly into its real origin, 
or usual signification, it may be sufficient to 
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remark, that mysteries, as employed in the 
sacred oracles, generally imply those truths 
which our reason, unassisted by revelation,. 
could never have discovered ; and which,, 
after they are revealed, our finite, contract- 
ed understandings, are incapable fully to 
comprehend. The mysteries committed to 
the ministers of reconciliation are the ever- 
lasting gospel ; all those doctrines, all that, 
discipline ; those seals of the covenant also,, 
which are employed by the great Head of 
the church, for the instruction, and correc- 
tion, and edification of his spiritual house- 
hold. 

The persons entrusted with these mystfe- 
ries are denominated "stewards.? There 
18 an evident allusion to a practice which, 
prevailed in early periods of the world i. 
particularly in the families of the opulent 
and honorable. A person of known integr 
rity and talents was chosen, to whom, under 
the character of a " steward," the proprie- 
tor of the house committed the immediata 
disposal of his goods, and management oC 
bis family ; accountable, however, in all res- 
pects, to him by whom he was appointed to 
this stewardship. We read in sacred histo- 
ry of a." steward" in Uie family of Abra-^ 
ham, in the family of Joseph,, and in the fan>- 
iliesof particular kings of Israel and Ch; 
dea. This character is frequently applif 
to the ministers of reconciliation, and e 
presses the great importance and awful re 
Eonsibility of their oflSce. By Jesus Jeh^ 
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Tall, the supreme Ruler and Lawgiver of 
the divine house, they are now entrusted 
ivith the trea&ure of the gospel. This they 
are required to dispense to his family on 
^arth, as they must answer hereafter, *' aft 
l)is appearing and kingdom/* 

The suitableness of this subject to the 
present occasion is abundantly obvious. — 
We are ordinarily employed in illustrating 
and enforcing the duty of others as men : It 
is more appropriate, at present, to illustrate 
and apply our own oTbligations as ministers. 
May the tmction of the Holy One liberally 
descend, and influence every heart, while 
ure attempt — 

!• Toenumerarte a few of those mysteries 
q^hichare contained in the gospel : And, 

II. Illustrate the character and obliga- 
tions of those to whom these mysteries are 
entrusted : " Stewards — stewards of the 
mysteries of God.'* 

1 . The Trinity in Jehovah may be num- 
bered among the mysteries of the gospel : 
T4iree Persons, necessarily, essentially, eter- 
nally "equal;" — one in essence, one in 
perfection and glory. This doctrine was 
revealed obscurely in the Old Testament^ 
but is taught with greater perspic uity and 
glory in the New. The apostle speaks of 
** the mystery of God, and of the Father, and 
of Christ." An evangelist announces, that 
•* there be three which bare record in heav- 
en ; the Father, and the Word, and the Ho- 
ly Ghogt: These three are oae/^ This. 
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truth is taught, not barely as a subject of 
speculation to the understanding, but a 
source of rich, unutterable cousolataoa to 
the heart. The believer 'm Jesus is privile- 
ged to enjoy real distinct comnHinion witb 
each of the Co-Equal Three : with the Fath- 
er in his love ; with the Son m bis grace ; 
and with the Spirit in his sanctifying, com- 
forting influences. It constitutes the privi- 
lege, aud security, and glory of each heir of 
salvation, that be is ** elected according tp 
the foreknowledge of God the Patiier, 
tl>rough sanctification of the Spirit untool^- 
dience, and sprinkling of the Wood of Jesus 
Christ ;'* and that once elected, and sancti- 
fied, and justified, he shall be infalUbly and 
everlastingly glorified. 

2. The incarnation of the Eternal Son is 
another raystery of the glorious gospel.'*^ 
" Without controversy, great Js .tl|^e myste- 
ry of godliness ; God manifested in the 
flesh.*; His appearing in our nature, ap- 
propriating our guilt, suffering iaourroondy 
bringing in everlasting righteousness for our 
TeconciUation, form an essential, and most 
interesting part of that heavenly treiisure 
Qomfflitted tQ our trust ; and oughit to con- 
atiWm^," the alpha and omega'' of ewiy 
adrpinist^^ation, whether public orprivate^ 
*---From'Je$»is and lus cross, all Abe Tevela- 
tion o£ Go^d derives its meaning, end raJuie^ 
andglory^ There tbe la,w of tMofies v^ith 
ittJ costly obserTanoeSj Uhe predictions of 
|)jr(^heti^, and the preaichiDg loi apostlQs^^U 
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. meet, as their common centre. For Messi^ 
r ab's appearance in the flesb, and bis accom- 

plisbmentof our redemption, believers under 
the Old Testament looked forward with; 
anxious expectation ; and to these events 
the ransomed, through eternity, will look 
back with adoring gratitude : They will be 
^ver acknowledging his " decease, accom- 
plished at Jerusalem,'* as the foundation of 
all they expected on earth, and all they ex- 
perience in heaven. In Christ, and him cru- 
cified, all the perfections of Deity are glori- 
fied to the very uttermost : The law is 
magnified in its precept, and vindicated in 
its penalty ; the injuries of justice repaired ; 
the offence of holiness . removed ; while 
mercy, grace and condescension shine forth 
with unparalleled lustre. Through Christ, 
and him crucified, all the wants of the sin- 
ner are supplied. By the blood of his cov- 
enant, sprinkled upon the conscience, the 
vilest of the vile " are purged from dead 
works :" Through his righteousness impu- 
ted, they are completely and eternally jus- 
tified in the sight of Jehovah ; and by hisi 
grace, shed abroad through their hearts, 
they are sanctified and prepared for the in- 
heritance of immortality. So important, 
and glorious is this mystery, the Son of God 
incarnate and suffering for our sins, that pa- 
triarchs "rejoiced," leaped up, " to see his 
day afar off';" prophets inquired diligently, 
who "testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow ;? 
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apostles determined to know '^ nothing but 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified ;" angels 
}ook intoit, with ever increasing admiration, 
and delights 

3* The regeneration and sanctific^tion of 
tiie dinner, by the divine Spirit, is another 
mystery with which, as stewards in the fami- 
ly of Jesus, we are entrusted. The apo;stIe 
therefore pronounces it not only a ^* myste- 
ry of godliness, God manifested in the flesh,'* 
but " believed on in the world," and speaks 
in another epistle of the " mystery of faith.'* 
This grace, which united the sinner to the 
Saviour, and interests him in the "great sal- 
vation," is eflfected in a manner utterly in- 
conceivable to us. Although the change 
produced in the soul, at its translation from 
death to life, is obvious ; new fears, new de^ 
sires, new joys^ .^ew hopes, instantly spring- 
ing up ; yet the manner by which this 
change is produced is altogether my sterious^ 
and unsearchable by us. " The wind blow- 
eth where it listeth; we hear the sound 
thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh, 
or whither it goeth ; so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit." Who can conceive or 
_ describe that gracious influence, by which 
the understanding, once dark, is now enlight- 
ened ; the will, once stubborn, is now sub- 
dued " to the obedience of faith ;" the af^ 
Actions, formerly sensual and earthly, are 
now elevated to Iblngs spiritual and divine ; 
the whole raaga transformed, and translated 
from death to life, from corruption to boli- 
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ness> from things temporal to things eternal. 
The believer himself, although the favored 
subject of this sanctifying Spirit, is unable 
to trace the manner of his operations. He 
can, however, maintain, and maintain with a 
confidence^ which all the 9ophistry of earth 
or hell shall never be able to overthrow, 
•* whereas I was blinds now I see-" 1 dis- 
cover new excellencies and glories in the 
Saviour, new wisdom and condescension in 
the method of reconciliation through his o- 
bedience and blood, new sweetness andpre- 
ciousness in the promiaea, new suitableness 
sind sufficiency in the everlasting covenant. 
These are " all my salvation, and all my de- 
sire/' 

4* To tliese we may add, the resurrection 
of the body ; the awards of the general judg- 
ment; the adjudication of the righteous to 
endless life, and of the wicked to endless 
perdition, as other mysteries of the gospel 
eonunttted to our charge- The manner by 
which the resurrection froni the dead will l>e 
effected ; the particular body in which they 
shall appear ; the part of the universe where 
all the nations, when raised, shall be placed; 
the procedure €4* the Judge in determining 
their unalterable doom.; the instrumentali- 
ty of elect angels in raising the dead, in ar- 
ranging them for judgment, in conducting 
the righteous to nransions of blis^, and hur- 
rying down the damned to the abbdev^ of des- 
pair, are inconceiyable to us. " Behold," 
^ays the apostle, " I shew you a mystery : 
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We shall not all sleep; but we shall be chaif* 
ged, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last tnimp : For the trumpet shaH 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, and we shall be changed : For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality •^ 

These are a part of those mysteries with 
which, as stewards of the kingdom, we are 
solemnly entrusted* These it becomes u« 
to dispense, without reserve, or partiality, 
or hypocrisy, to that house over which the 
" Holy Ghost bath made us overseers." 

Having attempted briefly to enumerate 
these mysteries, we proceed- — 

II. To illustrate the character and oWk 
gation of those to whom they are commit- 
ted : " Stewards — stewards of the myste- 
ries of God.'^ 

1. The steward is freely elected and ap- 
pointed to his office by the proprietorof the 
house. He who daringly rushes into the 
family of another^ and takes possession of 
his property without a regular invitation, 
is chargeable equally with presumption and 
: folly ; he can neither ask the present support 
of his master, nor afterwards expect a re- 
ward from bis band. Equally necessary h 
' it that the minister of reconciliation be di- 
vinely chosen to that office ; that he be du- 
ly called by Jesus Jehovah, the great Mas- 
ter of the spiritual house. No emergence 
of the church, however .peculiar ; no neces- 
sity for laborers, however pressing; no ad- 
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Tantagei ari^uig from natural iaients, froni 
the aids of education or other considerationSj 
ean justify aoy ]» assuming the ministerial 
ofRcej unless lawfully caUed^. The sove^ 
reign Lord of the house, jealous of his roy^ 
al prerogatiTOs^ meet&tbe intruder with that 
bear^-rending: challenge"'—" who hath re* 
quired this at your hand ?" and writes hid 
presumption in his punisbmentr-*' I have 
not sent hkn nor commanded him: Tliere*» 
fore be shall not profit this people at all* 
No man taketh bis honor to liimself, but he 
that i& called of God; as was: Aaron.^ Let 
Its pause a moment^ and impartially inquire^ 
are we sent and appointed of the Lord God to 
this stewardship T Have we been careful to 
make sure our emUing and eleetion, not only 
as men, but as ministers ?. This question in^ 
limately concerns^ the glory of that Jesus 
whom we serve ; the dignity of that cause in 
wbich^ we are^ embarked;, the edification 
of that church which we are appointed to 
oversee ; our own peace, and confideneci 
and triumph as individuals.. How would it 
support in the hour of difficulty ; how would 
it imboldenJn the discharge of every duty, 
could we earrv our commission in our hand, 
and with the prophet confidently proclaim— 
" the Lord God and his Spirit hath sent me.*' 
Then might we daily look up to our Master 
for strength proportioned to our daihf cross, 
and expect his blessing on those labors which 
we perform in obedience to his command. 

A full, formal inquiry, into the nature of 
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this call to the ministerial office, is not io- 
tended at present. It may not, however, be 
impertinent to remark, that he who is di- 
vinely chosen to this work, will experience 
the love of the compassionate, bleeding Sa- 
yiour kindling in his heart. He will feel this 
beavenly flame burning up the dross of self- 
ease, self-interest, self-promotion. He will 
be constrained, by a holy, an irresistible ne- 
cessity, " to preach the gospel ; to spend, 
and to be spent ;*' to occupy his time, his 
talents in promoting the kingdom of that 
Jesus who bought us with his blood. His 
bosom will occasionally melt with tender 
compassion towards his brethren by nature 
who are in danger of perishing eternalJy* 
He will cheerfully renounce each worldly 
prospect, his temporal ease and indulgence,, 
nay^ life itself, to become instrumental in 
rescuing them from neverending ruin. An- 
imated with the same spirit, he will like the 
great apostle "endure all things for the e- 
lect's sake, that they may obtain salvation, 
which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glo- 
ry." 

2. The steward, acting agreeably to hi« 
station, aims at adapting himself to the vari- 
ed circumstances of the household : He en- 
deavors to dispense that portion which is 
most suited to their peculiar age and neces- 
sities. This is called in scripture, " rightly 
dividing the word of truth ; giving to every 
one their portion of meat in due season ;" 
and may with propriety be pronounced the 
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most difBcult part of ministerial dtily.— 
Much diligence is requisite for knowing the 
state of " duv flock,'' and much discermnent 
for accommodating our public administra- 
tions to their respective capacities* Some 
are ignorant and require instruction ; others 
are secure and ought to be alarmed ; others 
are presumptuous, and require to be shak* 
en from their unscriplural confidences.-— 
The weak need to be strengthened ; the 
wavering to be confirmed ; the wandering 
to be restored ; the fearful to be imboldeu- 
ed ; and the drooping to be supported, with 
the consolations of the covenant. 

Could no other argument be adduced, 
this abundantly evinces the propriety of a 
stationary annistry, and of each minister 
familiarly visiting and conversing with his 
flock. The physician must examine his pa- 
tient, before he can administer his medicine 
with judgment : The vine-dresser must go 
from tree to tree, before he knows whether 
to dig around and dung, or with a pruning 
knife to lop ofFthe exuberant branch : The 
teacher must inquire into the age of the 
scholar, his ability, his progress in learning, 
before he can judiciously direct his future 
studies. Thus he who would approve him- 
self faithful to his Master, or become suc- 
cessful in the salvation of souls, must dili- 
gently, and painfully inquire into their spir- 
itual condition. 

Bear with me, respected fathers and 
brethren, if I take the liberty of enlarging 
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en ttiis duty ; because it is scarcely more: 
important than unfashionable; and proba^- 
hly the languor of living godliness in our 
churches^ and the rare instances of conver- 
sion under our administrations^ may be as- 
cribed partly, if not principally, to this neg- 
lect. We are not capable rightly to divide* 
tbe word of truth ; to dispense in public the^ 
mysteries of the kingdom, according to the* 
circumstances of the family ; because we* 
ai'e not more employed in private convers- 
ing with the family, inquiring into their va^ 
rious exercises, their anxieties, their doubts^^ 
tbeir discouragements*. Consequences the^ 
most glorious attended the revival of this- 
primative practice in Geneva^ under the^ 
ministry of Calvin, and in various other pla-* 
ces, at the commencement of the* reforma- 
tion. While ministers, with their ruling el- 
ders, industriously went around from house- 
to house ; while they carried their appeal^ 
immediately 1o the sinner's conscience,, 
" teaching every man, and warning every 
man,** their labors became eminently suc-- 
cessftil : The ignorant were instructed ; the* 
secure alarmed ; and the weak established: 
and edified. 

3. The steward endeavors to manifest for** 
bearance with tbe members of the house.— 
Concern for the interests of his lord induces 
bim to exercise patience, not only with the 
weakness, but even with the wickedness of 
those committed to his charge. A disposi- 
tion this of difficult attainment^ yet india- 
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pcnsibly requisite in the minister of recon- 
ciliation. Much insult, and derision, must 
be expected. Those who are at ease will 
frequently deride our admonitions as im- 
pertinent ; as only calculated to ruffle their 
repose. The drunkard will revile us as un- 
necessarily precise, and as unfriendly to hu- 
man happiness. The impure will attempt 
justifying themselves by the backslidings 
of Lot, of David, and other eminent saints* 
The swearer will probably reward our re- 
bukes with replying, that he intended no e- 
vil, or that he injured none but himself. — 
All this insult must be expected ; all thisr, 
out of compassion to precious, perishing 
souls, ought patiently to be endured. Al- 
though the drowning man does not immedi- 
ately seize the rope thrown out for his re- 
lief; yet a concern for his preservalion 
would oblige to continue the offer. Al- 
though the man conflicting with some ma- 
lignant disease, through ignorance, may re- 
ject the medicine when administered ; yet a 
regard for his recovery will constrain to re- 
peat the application. Rather, infinitely ra- 
ther, should we patiently persevere with sin- 
ners, when their salvation or damnation for 
eternity are at stake. " The servant of the 
Lord must not strive, but be gentle to all ; 
apt to teach ; patient; in meekness instruct- 
ing those that oppose themselves; if God per- 
adventure will give them repentance, to the 
acknowledging of the truth." "Reprove, 
rebuke, exhort," is the apostolic injunction^ 
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" with all long-suffering and doctrine.'* Oiir 
feelings may rather be injured for a tinte, 
than their souls damned for eternity. Be- 
sides, the " conversion of sinners" so obsti* 
nate constitutes our noblest triumphs ;. it 
excites in the spirits of the just the loudest 
hallelujahs now, and will form the brightest 
jewels in our crown hereafter. Noble, ift 
this respect, and worthy our imitation was 
the conduct of the apostles of the Lamb. — - 
** Being; reviled, we bless ; being persecuted, 
we suffer it ; being defamed we intreat ; lest 
we should hinder the gospel of Christ." 

But this forbearance is not necessary bare- 
ly towards the unprincipled and profligate r 
there is equal necessity of exercising it tow- 
ards the living members of the body of 
Christ. As in the family of nature, so m 
the family of grace, there is an almost infi- 
nite variety of disposition^ Much imper- 
fection adheres to the best, arising partly 
from ignorance, partly from prejudice of 
education, and custom ; partly from there- 
mains of a legal spirit, and various other 
causes; and a concern for their edification^ 
calls loudly for the exercise of prudence and 
patience*. It is probably to this yielding,, 
accommodating disposition that the apostle 
alludes in the following passage r "Unto 
the Jew, I becajne as a Jew ; that I might 
gain the Jew : To the weak, I became as 
weak : that I might gain the weak : I am 
made all things to all men ; that I might by 
^i! meau3 save some." 
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4* The steward is in all respects respon- 
sible to him by whom he was called to the 
office. He is answerable for every part of 
his conduct ; xioi only for the disposition of 
his master's goods but also for his behaviour 
towards the members of the houso^ An im- 
pression of our responsibility, as officers in 
the family of Jesus, ought to reign supreme 
in our hearts, and rouse to the most diligent 
discharge of every duty. It 13 the polar 
star, to which every administration, both 
public and private, ought unvaryingly to 
center. The great Ruler of the house, in 
committing the treasure to his different 
stewards, positively commands, " occupy 
until I come," when the reckoning will be 
required* While this consideration calls to 
unwearied diligence in discharging the du- 
ties of our hign vocation, it also requires 
the most rigid impartiality in dispensing the 
mysteries of the kingdom. Solemn, awful 
consideration ! For each distribution of this 
sacred provision : for every admission to, 
or exclusion jTrom, the privileges of the 
bouse, we must give account to Him " whose 
eyes are as a flame of fire ;" who is now our 
omniscient witness; who will shortly appear 
as our impartialJudge, and "render to eve- 
ry man according to his work.'' This all- 
solemn reflection did the great God, our 
Saviour, frequently revive in the minds of 
his apostles, and by it admonishing theiii to 
unwearied industry and zeal in his service* 
*« Behold, I come quickly : Hold fast that 
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which thou hast. Watch ye, therefore, for 
ye know not what hour your Lord conneth. 
Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto 
men that wait for their Lord." This awful 
reflection did the great apostle urge power- 
fully on Timothy his son, and through him 
on the servants of the cross, in every suc- 
ceeding age ; " I charge thee, therefore, be- 
fore God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall judge the quick and the dead; at his 
appearing and kingdom ; preach the word ; 
do the work of an evangelist ; make full 
proof of thy ministry." 

5, The steward naturally expects a suit- 
able reward for bis services. He looks up 
to the proprietor of the house for an honor- 
able compensation. In this respect, our di- 
vinely gracious Master has given the stew- 
ards in his family abundant, soul-supporting 
encouragement. While he forewarned us, 
without reserve, of all the pain, the poverty, 
the reproach, the persecution, which might 
be expected ; that we should be " hated of 
all men for his name's sake ;'* despised by 
the gay as gloomy and melancholly ; ridi- 
culed by the worldly wise, as ignorant and 
enthusiastic ; reproadied by the great, as 
mean and contemptible ; disdained by the 
carnally secure, as disturbing tbe peace of 
society, a^"lurningtbe world upside down;'* 
he encourages, amidst all this contempt, 
with the prospect of an " exceeding and e- 
ternal weight of glory." " There is no man. 
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thdl hatfa forsaken housed, or briBtbren, dt 
lands, for my afake and the gospel, but he 
isfaall receive an hundred fold noiv in the 
present time, with pet'secutions, and in the 
^orkl to come, eternal life*'' Does our pro* 
fession expose to outward poverty ? He 
promises in i*eversion his own " unsearcha* 
l^le riches/' Are we called to take up our 
•cross ? This will shortly be succeeded by 
nn incorruptible crown. Does otir Master 
call us to be ^^ instant in season and out c^ 
reason ? This shall be rewarded by an eten- 
©ity of ease and enjoyment. ^^ They shaH 
rest from their labors. To him that orer- 
cometh, I will give to sit down with me on 
iny throne.'* How did the soul of the great 
apostle swell beyond the chains of persecur 
4ion, and rise superior to all opposition, 
while he contemplated that glory which wa« 
afterwards to be revealed. This prospect 
seemingly softened the rigors of fatigue^ 
gilded the gloom of the dungeon, blunted 
the edge of the sword, quenched the vio- 
lence of flames, and brightened with the 
light of heaven tfie dark vale and shadow pf 
death. " None of these things trouble me ;" 
not all that their ingenuity can devise, or 
Iheit power perpetrate : " Neither hold I 
my life dear ; that I m*ay finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry which I have re- 
ceived of the Lord Jesus to testify the gos- 
pel of the grace of God. If we be dead with 
bim, we shall also live with him ; if we suf- 
fer with him» we shall also reign with hiiZL*^ 
VOL. 4* r 
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vEqunl to the bold, dignified challenges of 
his life, were the triumphs of his dying hour. 
" I aih now ready to be offered ; and the 
lime of my departure is at hand,'* Compar- 
ed with these, how base, how contemptible, 
have been the last expressions of those ad- 
mired as heroes, and poets, and philosophers; 
of those who by their valour have risen to 
empire, or by the efforts of genius have 
borne away the palm of literary fame. " I 
have fought a good fight : I have finished 
my course : I have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day ; and not 
to me only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing.'* 

The application suggested by this doctrine 
is equally obvious and interesting. 

1. Since the gospel of Jehovah is a mys- 
tery, its neglect or opposition by an ungod- 
ly age, and even by the worldly wise^ of 
that age is cause, neither of surprise, not 
discouragement. "The preaching of the 

. ♦ The author by no means acknowledges^ thast the preponde- 
rancy of natural talents, or acquired learning", is, or has been on 
the side of infidelity ; because the contrary is fact. The* living 
God, in righteous sovereignty, may suffer many, who are carnal- 
ly wise, to remain spiritual fqols ; yet in diiferent ages, I may 
add, in every age, some who have ascended tlie very summit of 
literary eminence, have believed and advocated our holy religion, 
Christianity can number among her sons, a Grotius, a Newton, 
a Boyle, a Bacon, a Locke, a Milton, an Addison who, for every 
accomplishment both natural and acquired, may be pronounced 
the brightest ornaments of human nature. These illustrious men, 
although they entertained different sentiments respecting parti- 
<;ular doctrines of scripture, yet cordiallly concurred inreceivingf 
it as a revelation from heaven^ and in recommending it as worth/ 
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trass fe^ to iherathat perish, foaJishness.''— " 
" Christ crucified," in every period of the 
world, has been to many, " a stone of stum- 
bling, and a rock of offence; the savor of 
death unto death/' The reason is obvious. 
The human understanding is naturally blind, 
and cannot, of itself, discover his excellence 
or glory. The man without eyes cannot ^ 
discern the light of the sun, or admire the 
beauty of colours: He who is destitute of 
hearing, cannot be charmed with the melo- 
dies of music: Having lost the sense of 
smelling, he is incapable of relishing the 
fragrance of the rose. As in natural, in 
spiritual things also, senses must be possess- 
ed suitable to the objects to be discerned, • 
"The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: They are foolishness 
unto him : Neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned." — 
Whatever diversity may appear among men ; 
naturally, some possessing less, others 
larger capacities; or whatever difference^ 

of all acceptation. Even in our own age, which a noted blasphe* 
inerj- of the Saviour's cross has complimented as the age ofrea* - 
son, hundreds can be foimd, naturally as rational as himself, and 
whose reason has not been prostituted by foul intoxication, who 
believe that all scripture is given by inspiration of God ; wha - 
have meekness and modesty enough to sit at the feet of. Jesus^ 
and adore those mysteries of his gospel,, which they are unable 
iuJly to comprehend. 

f The allusion to Thomas Paine, the author of the "Age of 
Heason/' is too obvious to require explanation. I shall therefore* 
transcribe the very words of a masterly defender of the christian 
faith, respecting that retailer of infidelity. " As to Paine, he 19 
-^vell known to have been a profane swearer and drunkard. Wo 
Siuye evidence upon oath, that religion was his favorite topic 
when intoxicated.', — Fuller's Gospel its ovn fVitneea — Conduct «/ 
Mtiievj^rs md UnbeUevertr^Fa^e 98, • 
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ttajr arise from the advantages of educatioD ; 
in spiritual things all are equally blind, un-^ 
til enlightened by Jehorah the Spirit, For 
it Is written — ^' I will destroy tne wisdomi 
of the wise, and bring to nothing the under^ 
standing of the prudent. Where is the 
wise man ? Where is the scribe ? Where ia 
the disputer of this world ? Hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world?"' 
True it is, eminence of natural genius, in** 
proved by liberal learning, and sanctified 
by the Spirit of wisdom, give an immense 
superiority. Possessed of such qualifica* 
tions, the man is capable of searching more 
thoroughly the mysteries of redemption: 
of pointing out their consistence with the 
divine character and government; of ar- 
ranging their doctrines, and silencing the 
cavils of unbelievers. But fii'st he must 
"Jearn of the Father:" Like a star of larger 
si^e, he may shine with superior lustre ; but 
he himself must first be enlightened by '^ the 
Sun of Righteousness." 

2. We learn from this passage, what are 
those truths which ought principally to oc- 
cupy our attention; which should consti- 
tute the great theme of our private studies, 
and public administrations ; the plain, pecu- 
liar doctrines of the cross ; the simple truths 
of revelation, neither recommended by hu- 
man wisdom, nor accommodated to human 
prejudice or corruption. We are appoint- 
ed stewards, not of the learning of the 
schools; not gf th^ discQverie)S^ oi philosa« 






269* 

^hy ; not of the charms of moral specula- 
tion, but "of the mysteries of God/' These- 
it becomes us humbly to improve, as sin- 
ners, who require a free salvation. These. 
it becomes us to dispense with all simplicity, 
to that household over which " the Holy ^ 
Ghost hath made us overseers.*' This is the 
provision which the glorious proprietor Hath 
committed to our trust : and to be addres-* 
sing our hearers with harangues merely ino* 
ral, with refined sentiments, or learned spe- 
culations, would be to offer husks, or stuln 
hle^ or straw, ^while in our father's house is 
bread immortal and divine. These obser-, 
Tations, however familiar, cannot be too 
frequently realized : They were perhaps 
never more important, nor more seasonable 
than in the age in which we live. There is 
an uncommon affectation, at present, to 
fashion the gospel of Jesus after the wisdom 
of the world. Is not natural religion fre- 
quently recommended, to the degradation 
of revealed ? Are not virtue, morality, good 
will to ally lavishly extolled ; while the car-^ 
dinal doctrines of peace wilh God through' 
tlie sacrifice of Jesus; justification through 
his righteousness ; regeneration and sancti- 
fication by the efficacy of his grace, are o- 
yerlooked, if not rejected ? A late writer, 
with more hardihood than usual, has ascri* 
bed the alarming progress of infidelity to 
the preaching of the peculiar doctrines of 
Christianity. On this assertion, suffice it to 
ir^mark, that the discovery has been made 
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Miiee the tLge of the apoetles, and is taught 
by another inspiration than that of the Holy 
Ghost. They spake ** the wisdom of God 
in a mystery :'* They " deternaimd to know 
nothing but Jesut Chrigi, and him crucifix 
ed:" They preached not in " the' enticing^ ' 
words of man's wisdom, lest the cross of 
Christ should become of none e£Eect. And 
the fact b too notorious to be denied, that 
when their successors endearored to reeom* 
mend tbemselTes by blending philosophy 
with diyinity : and the gospel of Jesus witb 
tlie learning of the schools, purity of doe- 
trine degenerated in the church,"^ and living 

• The autlior takes the libertyn&f inserting the fbllowing- Pc- 
mark, of the v^ry learned and judi<HOUa Br. Owen ;. and the re* 
mark is the more entitled to our attention, as it is founded upoi^ 
undeniable fact. In his Jiistory of the heresies which early re- 
proached the churchy and the causes which prodticed them, he 
Mds — "The pretended defence of truth, with arts and anns oF 
another kind than the simple application of scripture, has been 
the bane of reli^on, and lost th« peace of christians beyond re* 
coTerv ; and it may he observed, that whilst this way alooe, the 
use oi scripture for the preservation of truth, was insisted on, that 
although mnumerable heresies arose one after another, they nev- 
er mn& any g^rcat prorress, D«r attained uato any such consisten- 
cy as to make a stated opposition to the truth; but tbt errors 
. -memselvTSy a(ii4 ^heir autlMrs were as vagrant neteorsy which ap- 
peared a little and vanished away. Afterwards it was not so» 
when other ways and means, for the suppression of heresies, were 
judged convenient and needful. The Lord Christ," adds this il- 
lustrious champioD, in kn^age full of consolation and trkunph^ 
•*The Lord Christ continucth his word; with the faithful minis- 
try, to reveal, declare and vindicate the sacred truth for the eeo- 
victioii of gainsay era ; and if we are not wanting to our duty^ 
through the aids of divine grace promised us, we shall finally 
triumph in this cause, and transmit this truth, in^olate, to then* 
that succeed us in the profession of it.**— Ow«»'# preface to hi9 
•• Person and Glory of Christ" 

To this may be added the remarks of a late, very dtegant, and 
ingenious author. After jMOBounclag the peculiar doclriBes of. 
iho cross, the great engine of the reformation, he laments our 
j^gem departure deem thede doctriQeSj ttodrepreaenu our s«a« 
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godliness languished in the heart* The ex- 
periment is equally blasphemous and vain^ 
to attempt amending the wisdom of God by 
the wisdom of mortals. Imboldened^ there- 
fore, by apostolic example, and encouraged 
by apostolic success, let us determine to re- 
joice in nothing as mett> or to proclaim no- 
thing as ministers, but " Jesus Christ and 
bim crucified;" to wield in our warfare those 
weapons which are not carnal, hut spiritual ^ 
and then we may confidently trust, that they 
will be ** mighty through God,*^ for the 
conversion and salration of souls* 
* Let none conclude from these observn- 
tions, that the religion of nature is renoun- 
ced, or the excellence of morality denied. 
Shall we be charged with despising the gen- 
tle flo wings of the rivulet, merely because 
we express greater emotions at the more 
majestic movements of the ocean ; or with 
rejecting the light of the stars because we 
kindle with greater admiration at the more 
dazzling glories of the sun ? We preach the 
necessity of love to God, not indeed as the 
foundation of our acceptance, but the ef- 
fect of his love, *' shining in the face of Je- 



eral degeneracy in practice, as thele^timate conseou* 
departure. •' They profess to make it their chief 0DJ< 



[uence of such 
3ject to incul* 
cate the moral and practical precepts of Christianity, without suf- 
ficiently maintaining, often without justly laying the grand foun- 
dation of the sinner's acceptance with God, or pointing out how 
the practical precepts of Christianity grow out of her peculiar 
doctrines, and are mseperably connected with theuk By this fa- 
tal error, the rery genius, and essential nature of Christianity un- 
derwent a chanee. — She no longer retained her pect^iar charac* 
ter, or produced that apprqpriate frame of spirit, by which her 
foUowera had b^en cbn9fMn9^**'^ffilbe/(>ic(f'i ficw^^^ S4^.< 
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mis Christ." We profess the necessity of 
repentance, although not to be the condi* 
tion of our reconciliation, yet as a grace 
wrought in the heart hy the Holy Ghost. 
We exhibit the moral law, not indeed to be 
obeyed for salvation, but as fulfilled in its 
precept by the life, and satisfied inatspenaK 
ty by the death of the Infinite Surety, and 
now proposed as the rule of our obedience 
in his hand. We maintain the excellence- 
of morality, of love to God, of good will to* 
men, although not as procuring the favor of 
the Eternal, yet as blessed consequences of 
our union to the Son of God, and influences 
derived from him, the evei'-living head. 
We acknowledge the charms of virtue, of 
patience under suffering, of forgiveness to 
those who injure us, of compassion towards 
our fellow-mortals in distress ; but this vir- 
tue, this patience, this forbearance, these 
compassions, like so many plants of right- 
eousness, must grow on Calvary, and be 
nourished with the blood of its cross, " Do^ 
we then make void the law through faith ? 
God forbid ; yea, we establish the law/' 

3. We learn from this doctrine the impor* 
tance of being wholly occupied in the duties 
of our office; of being employed, either 
privately in exploring these mysteries of 
the kingdom, or publicly in distributing 
them to the necessities of the family. It is 
cause of humiliation and grief, that many, 
who were once solemnly consecrated to the 
Service of the gospel^ afterwards relinquisbj. 
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in part, their occupation : Tbey prostitute 
their time and talents to purposes widely 
different and inferior. One becomes em- 
barrassed with the cares of this world ; ano- 
ther assume^ the statesman, by engaging in 
political discussions ; another is involved in 
philosophical research, or in some other 
pursuit, foreign to his ministerial office.— 
These exercises, as applied to the spiritual 
steward, may be pronounced " striving, but 
not lawfully." Thus to be occupied, is in- 
deed running a race, but wandering from 
the path which leads to the prize. " No 
man that warreth, entangleth himself with 
the cares of this life ; that he may please 
him who hath called him to be ^soldier/* 
What ! are not the mysteries of Jehovah in- 
carnate, and our redemption through hi» 
blood, sufficiently interesting, and enobling 
to occupy our undivided attention? Here 
is range, ample, unbounded range, for the 
most speculative understanding, for the 
most excursive imagination. What nobler 
subject can occupy the research of mortals, 
than the mystery of a triune Jehovah: 
THREE in one: one in three? What more 
exalted theme than " God manifested in the 
flesh?" That matchless, mysterious name, 
so full of grace, so full of glory, Immanuel ; 
uniting in itself, the uncreated, eternal ex- 
cellencies of the God, and the finite, frail 
properties of the man? What subject more 
elevating in itself, more interesting to us> 
than the substitution of the Eternal Soil in 
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our covenant room? He condemned, t!mt 
we might be acquitted ? He a man of sor- 
rows, that we might partake ineffable joy T 
The Son degraded to the condition of a ser- 
vant, that the slave might be promoted to 
the dignity of sons ! Mysteries these, which 
the intellect of Gabriel, however enlargedy 
is too contracted to comprehend ; and after 
the research of eternity, cannot be fully ex- 
plored. How dignified in itself; howap-^ 
propriate to every ambassador of Jesus, was- 
that resolution of the apostle — "What 
things were gain to me ;" whatever might 
subserve my worldly ease or interest ; what- 
ever might promote my reputation as a 
scholar and philosopher ; "these I counted 
loss for Christ.'' We behold this illustrious 
champion, taking each external advantage, 
nobly sacrificing it on the cross of Calvary, 
and desiring to glory in " nothing but Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified." That same 
ministry, which formed the delight, and 
boast of his own soul, he powerfully^ press* 
ed upon Timolhy his son : — " Till T come, 
give attention to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine. — Neglect not the gift that is in 
thee, which was given thee by prophecy, 

• The cbli.^ations imposed od candidates for the mmjstry i^ 
the Episcopal church so replete with sound instruction, and «o 
pertinent to our present purpose, cannot be improperly inserted. 
•* They arc required to have always painted on their remero- 
bmnce, how great a treasure was committed to their charge ; ar»" 
to apply tiiems elves, wholly to this one thing, aiid to draw all 
their cares, and studies this way, and to this end ; and that by 
their daily reading* and weighing* the scriptures, they will study 
, to wax riper and stronger in the ministry," — Mumefs Pastoral 
C^e^ page 89. 
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%ith the laying on of the hands of tlie pres- 
t)ytery. Meditate on these things; give 
thyseif wholly to them; that thy profiting 
may appear unto all.'' 

Permit me, reverend fathers and breth- 
ren, to trespass longeron your patience, by 
adverting to the high dignity and awful so- 
lemnity, of this stewardship which is com- 
mitted to our trust. How honorable the 
condition of being " workers together with 
God," in that nfK)st sublime, most astonishing, 
of his purposes, the recovery of a perishing 
world ! To stand as ambassadors for the 
King of kings, and by all the majesty of his 
authority, by all the endearments of bis 
grace, entreat sinners to be reconciled, to 
believe, and repent, and be saved ! " The 
ministry of reconciliation is given us.*' In 
holy admiration, may not each of us exclaim 
— " Lord ! what ami, that I should be thus 
distinguished; that to me the unsearchable 
riches should be entrusted !'* In holy grati- 
tude, may we not adore wkh the apostle, 
" I thank Christ Jesus our Lord,^' that, weak 
as I am, worthless as I am, " he hath account- 
ed me faithful ; putting me into the minis- 
try :" He hatli committed to me that treas- 
ure, by which my own soul may be enrich- 
ed, and which enriches to immortal glory 
all who receive it ! That Jehovah should 
save any of our apostate race, is a subject 
of wonder; but that he should choose one 
of this race, who is by nature equally guilty, 
polluted^ and abominable^ and appoint him 
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the instrumerrt of salvation to ottaer8» if « 
wonder that surpasseth : It is a mystery of 
soTereignty and grace, which excites our 
gratitude now, and must fill all heaven with 
admiration through eternity* " O, the 
depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God ! How unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
For of him, and through him, and to him^ 
are all things ; to whom be glory for even 
Amen." 

Again, bear with me, while we reflect on 
the awful solemnity of our office. To ua 
the souls, the precious souls of men, are now 
commuted ; and at our hands, if indolent 
or unfaithful, their damnation will finally 
be charged* Are we duly impressed with 
this all-solemn consideration ? Do we occa* 
«onally throw our eyes over our flock» 
viewing each individual, whether aged or 
young, under our care, as a trust committed 
us of the living God ; as a candidate for an 
immortal destiny, either of glory, or of 
wrath ? Are we watching over them, " with 
prayers and tears, night and day, as those 
who must give an account that we may do 
it with joy and not with grief ?'* Have we 
been hi no instance chargeable, either 
through indifference or untenderness, with 
the complaint urged against the shepherds 
of Israel ? " Ye eat the fat, and ye clother 
with the wool, but ye feed not the flock. — 
The diseased have ye not strengthened ; 
Meither have ye healed that which was sick ; 



^ihet ba^e ye boiand up that wliich uras 
broken ; tieitber have ye hvimghiagjamih^ 
wMch was driven away ; neither baro y« 
sought that which was lost." Are we care- 
ful to recommend, by ^very part of our de- 
{K>rtixie<nt in private, those doctrinas which 
we announce from the pulpit—*" Giving oa 
offence in any thing, that tho naJnistry be 
4M)t blamed ; but in all things approving 
ourselves as the ministers of God ; in labors, 
Sn watchings, by pureness, by knowledge, 
l>y long^suSering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of 
iruth, by the armour of righteousness, upon 
the right hand and upon the left/* If any 
man neglect the great salvation, he shall not, 
be cannot escape : But the damnation of 
the unholy, unprofitable servant, must be 
dreadful beyond, description. While he k 
doomed to endure, in his own person, that 
j worm which never dies, and those flames 
which shall never be quenched ; that worn» 
iiuist be envenomed, and those flames in- 
furiated by the blaspl^mies of others^ 
brought to perdition through his inattention 
and sloth. They will be eternally reviling 
him ; gnashing their teeth upon him, sni 
chargeable with their destruction, by not 
forewarning them of that place of torment. 
** O Lord, who is suiScient for these things! 
O Lord, enter not into judgment with thy 
servant ; for in thy :sight shall no man living 
;be lustified.^ 

Impressed with these consideratioa<>f daei 

TOL. 4* z 
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it not become us to awake from our sloth ; 
to throw off every weight, whatever might 
embarrass us in discharging tlie duties of our 
high vocation ; to keep every gift and grace 
in constant, vigorous exercise ; to occupy, 
with unremitting diligence, each moment of 
our time? Accursed be that present ease, 
which is indulged at the peril of never-end- 
ing pain. Let that gain be rejected, as 
worse than loss, which is obtained at Ihe 
hazard of our own damnation, or the dam- 
nation of those committed to our care. May 
those moments perish from the record of our 
lives, which are wasted in idleness or amuse- 
ments, in worldly company, or worldly a- 
vocations, while our brethren by nature are 
sinking a prey to devouring flames. Let 
those honors wither in eternal disgrace, 
which are sought in pursuits foreign to our 
ministerial profession, while men are " per- 
ishing, for whom Christ died ;" men who 
might have eternally adorned his mediato- 
rial crown. By all the value of our own 
souls ; by all the value of the souls of oth- 
ers ; by the compassions of a bleeding Sa- 
viour ; by the solemnities of his second ap- 
pearing ; by the teiTors of being " cast, as 
unprofitable servants, into outer darkness,'* 
while others, our inferiors, it may be, in age, 
«nd opportunity, and' office, are welcomed 
to the joys of their Lord let us be roused to 
** preach the 'word ; to remain instant in sea- 
son, and out of season ; to make full proof 
^f our ministry;" The Lord enable us all 
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go to run, that we may obtain the prize.—* 
May he render us instrumental in turning 
*' many to righteousness" that, through the 
riches of his grace, we may " shine as stars, 
and suns in his everlasting kingdom.'* 

Called to be a steward of the mysteries of 
God, I conclude offering them to the recep- 
tion of the family present. By the author- 
ity of the great Lord of the house, I this mo- 
ment unlock these treasures, these inex- 
haustible treasures, and tender them for the 
use, and enjoyment of every man, and wo- 
man in this assembly. — Art thou in poverty ? 
I present these unsearchable riches. Art. 
thou naked ? I offer thee incorruptible cloth- 
ing ; robes of everlasting righteousness. — 
Art thou in want? I tender thee immortal 
bread ; that bread, of which he who par- 
takes shall hunger no more. Art thou in 
debt, bound over to the curse of a broken 
covenant?! announce the jubilee of release: 
I offer thee a pardon, written in the blood 
of God, and sealed by a triune Jehovah. — 
Art thou unworthy ? I am warranted to ten- 
der all of grace, free, absolute, uncondition- 
al, unmerited grace. All these treasures 
of the kingdom, precious as they are, costly 
as they were to the dear Redeemer ; all 
these treasures are as free to thee, as the 
grace of Jehovah can render them, or his 
lips can pronounce them. Would to God, 
I could prevail with you to receive them ! 
Would to God, I could persuade every male, 
and every female ; the bond and the free ; 
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the black and the white ; the raore pure antf 
the more proffigate ; to dravr near, and ac« 
eept this great salvation. ** The Spirit and 
the Bride say, come : Let hira that hearetb 
say, come : Let him that is athirst, come ; 
and whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life, freely.'* " We are ambassadors for 
Christ ; as though God did beseech you by 
us ; we pray you in Christ's stead i be ye 
reconciled to God." 

" Now unto Him that is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly, above all that we can 
ask or think, according to the power that 
;inForketh in us ;*' to this Lord Jesus who 
purchased, with the eternal Fatlier who 
elected, and the ever-blessed Spirit wbo-ap- 
plies, the Author of all grace in time, and 
of all glory through eternity be ascribed 
worship and adorationj now and everhsf ing-* 
ly. Amw. 
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Man^dau^fii^rs have done virtuously, but thou txceUest them nff.... 
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THE 

FEMALE LABORER &c. 

» ll | i|i|l ilMI I H I<! 

PHILIPPIAjyS ir. 3* 

j5&2p those women which hAwed with me m 

the gospel. 

THE religion irf Ghrist Jesus the 
Lord is titeralty and eminentty a religion 
of loTe ; it difilises through the heaven b^n 
spirit a principle of love, not only to God 
ivho is perfection itself; who is the author 
of every blessing both temporal and spirit 
tual, but it inspires love the most ardent 
and unfeigned to all who bear his image.--^ 
The christian, expanded by the benign in* 
iluence of this religion, contemplates the re* 
deemed of all countries^ as one great society 
of brethren and sisters; be considers the 
followers of the Lamb by whatever name 
they are known, in whatever region the}» 
reside, under whatever circumstances they 
are pkiced, of whatever colour they are, or 
station they occupy, as one great family u* 
nited by a relation intimate and indissolva* 
ble ; as the ofl^pring of the same Father, 
redeemed by the same divine Jesus, renew- 
ed by the same Spirit, and fellow heirs iji 
the same grace and glory. Animated and 
ennobled by this principle, the apostle con- 
cludes bis epistle to the PhiSippians with 
the most tender expressions of aibetioii to 
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ifaeir per80D9> and concern for their pros-^ 
perity, 

" Therefore, my brethren,- dearly beloT* 
ed :" Overlooking those outward distinc- 
tions which probably existed among tbem^ 
as men, be addresses them indiscriminately, 
whether male or female, whether bond or 
free, as " brethren :. They being many*' he 
considered as *' one body'' in Christ and mem* 
bers one of the other ;, he pronounces them 
** dearly beloved,f' not for any excellence^ 
which they naturally possessed, because 
they were formerly " children of wrath even, 
as others, hateful and hating one another," 
but for the righteousness of Jehovah Christ 
with which they were adorned, and his im- 
age which appeared in their lives and con^- 
Tersation. . 

" And longed for ;" as a fonrd father ar^ 
dently desires to see the face of a beloved, 
eon who had been long absent, or as an af- 
fectionate husband whom duty had called^ 
from home is impatient to return and revisits 
the partner of his life, the apostle longs tOr 
see these believing Philippians; he is anx^ 
ious to know how their souls prosper and. 
** to impart some spiritual gift for their'* 
more complete "establishment/* 

" My joy :" He pronounces them his 
present "joy." It was a source of sublime^, 
unspeakable rejoicing that he had been in- 
strumental in their saving conversion ; that, 
he had brought them from the corruption of 
their natural state into « the glorious liberty; 



of the son& of God." " And crown ;'^ be ao 
knowledges these believers not only his 
present joy but bis future glory, his distin- 
gufshing honor in that hour when they **^ who 
turn many to righteousness shall shine as 
the stars ;" when each sinner brought to sal^ 
ration Ihrough our instruraentality will add 
. anotlier jewel to our unfading crown : " So 
stand fast in the Lord, dearly beloved :" he 
exhorts them to an unshaken constancy and 
stedfastness in their christian profession; 
that " as they bad received Christ Jesus the 
Lord they would carefully walk in bina -J!^ 
that they would aim at growing up more 
and more unto the measure of the stature of 
his fulness ; that they would improve biro 
daily as their light in darkness, their shield 
in danger, their glory in reproach, their coa* 
fidence in death. 

*^ I beseech Euodias, and beseech Synty-^ 
cbe that they be of the same mind in ib9^ 
Lord :'* Harmony among its members, mu- 
tual confidence, mutual esteem and affisic^ 
tion form the chief glory of the visible 
church ; by a deportment thus peacefol and 
amiable " the children of light*' are partic-^ 
ularly distinguished from " the children of 
darkness" who are ^^ hateful and hating one 
another, who are enemies to God'* and con- 
sequently enemies to each other. The a- 
postle, therefore, earnestly entreats these 
members of the Philippian church " to be of 
the same mind," to cherish that forgiving, 
affectionate disposition which becaEie them 
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as the acknowledged followers of the Lamb j^ 
that as they were one by outward profession, 
were baptized in one name, had one hope of 
their calling, and received at one table the 
symbols of the Lord's body and blood, they 
would cultivate a disposition suitable to a 
relation so intimate, that no jar nor jealousy 
might be permitted to interrupt their chris- 
tian communion, or embitter their christiaa 
enjoyments, but that they would be of" the 
■ame mind in the Lord," making his word 
the rule, and his glory the end of their ac- 
tions. . 

To whom the apostle alludes under the 
character of " true yoke fellow*' in the suc- 
ceeding verse cannot be fully determined, 
although various conjectures are formed. — 
It is the opinion of some that he referred (o 
one who had usually accompanied him in 
travelling from place to place, and had con- 
tributed much to his support in advancing 
the gospel of our Lord ; but the person ad- 
dressed as " true yoke fellow" v»^as more 
probably some leading character in the 
rhilippian church : one whose gifts and 
graces and disinterested zeal in promoting 
their spiritual interests had raised him to 
eminent influence and importance in that 
particular society. To his attention the a- 
postle affectionately recommends " those 
women who had labored with him in the 
gospel; help those women;" miniister to 
them all necessary encouragement and sup- 
port ; sympathize with them amidst every 
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disappointment which they may experience; 
exhort them to remain " stedfast and im- 
moveable*' in their christian profession, and 
to be " always abounding in the work of the 
Lord ;" animate them to a holy zeal in these 
labors of the gospel by the prospect of that 
** incorruptible crown, that exceeding, eter- 
nal weight of glory which will be shortly 
conferred on the faithful followers of the 
Lamb. They who overcome shall inherit 
all things;" they will be exalted to a seat 
^* with the Mediator on his throne, even as 
he also overcame and sat down with the 
Father on his throne." 

Without trespassing on your patience by 
any other remarks on the different branches 
of the text, it is intended to inquire in what 
•manner women may consistently unite with 
ministers in the labor of the gospel^ and also 
to mention some considerations by which 
they are reasonably constrained to this spir- 
itual service. 

Our fir:?t inquiry is, the manner in which 
women may consistently unite with ministers 
in the labor of the gospel. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to remark that 
they are not called to labor in the gospel by 
assuming the ministerial office, or publicly 
engaging in the exercises of preaching and 
exhortation. This is a service which our 
adorable Lord has not required, and which, 
therefore, they are not warranted to per- 
form. But there are other duties more pri- 
vate in their nature^ arid more suited to the 



^B8 

:deBcacy of tfaek f»x, in wliidi they maj be 
nearly, if aot eqirally ^ubieirient to theiir 
Master's glory, and the edificaiion of «oiiis« 
1. Tbey may and ought to labor with 
ministers by frequent prayer for Jehovafa'^s 
blessings on |beir adtninistradkions. AH our 
-snccees in the discharge of each nainisterial 
duty depends intimately and exclusively on 
bis co-operating grace. Man may plant and 
fvater^ but Ood must givt the increase : The 
utmost fidelity in our Master's service ; the 
most painful application to our private stu- 
dies ; the most ardent zeal in proclalmit^ 
from the pulpit the whole counsel of God ; 
the most unwearied diligence in going a- 
round from house to house, " warning every 
man, and teaching every man in all wisdom/* 
^ill be profitable only as they are accom- 
panied with the breathings of the Divine 
Spirit, Holyivomen may, therefore, labor 
with ministers by recommending their ad- 
monitions and exhortations to the blessing 
of the Lord, by frequently and fervently 
wrestling with him for success to their la- 
bors whether private or publick ; that thdr 
gospely through the energies of the Spirit of 
life and of power, " might have free course 
and be glorified'* in the salvation of men.'*<- 
Much may be done, much has been done in 
the closet for the advancement of the gospel 
in the church ; when christians, retired from 
the view of the world, with no eye upon 
them but the eye of their Father, approach 
« the mercy-seat/' assail heaven by humble^ 
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fervent supplication^ and '< give t%^ Lord fl# 
rest day nor nlgbt until be make Jerusalem 
a praise in the earth." Tk&ir pfaytrs cotm 
before him << as iacedse, ^nd the lifting ap of 
their hands as the evening saerifice'^ througli 
the all-prevailing name of Jesus ; and after* 
wards descend in showers of blessii^ on 4te 
sanctuary. ^* The effectual, fervent prayer 
of a righteous" person *^ availetb much.—* 
Shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry 
day and night unto him, though he bear long 
with them T he will avenge them speedily. 

2. Women may and ought to labor with 
ministers in the gospel by the diligent ia^ 
^truction of their household, whether chil* 
dren or servants ; by improving every scrip- 
tural means '' for bringing them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.'* By 
a becoming zeal* in this respect they have 
eminently co-operated with ministers, and 
eminently contributed to the advancement 
of religion in the world. I am fully per- 
suaded that the foundation of personal god- 
liness and of the spiritual prosperity of con- 
gregations is ordinarily laid in private fam- 
ilies. Unprofitable, humanly speaking, will 
be our watering from the pulpit unless par- 
ents are industrious at home in sowing the 
immortal seed : I am eqimlly persuaded 

* An illtidtrioos instance of female zeal in promoting the spir« 
itual edification of her hotisehold^ was the late Lady jfalkUmtL 
She ordinarily spent an hour every morning' in prayer and cate« 
chisin^ and instructing them : On the morning of the Lord's day 
she rose earlier than usual, and occupied it ia secret devotion 
i^u] :.) rxr.minir.;; herchild:*en and3errantfl» 
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ihat the opportunities of female christians 
for adyancing the spiritual education of their 
household are far superior to those of the 
male. They are not so perplexed with the 
cares of the world ; they are more constantr 
ly With their children, and therefore have a 
better opportunity of witnessing their con- 
duct, of reproving what is improper and re- 
commending what is right ; they possess, 
for the most part, a greater share in the af- 
fect ions of their children, and therefore ad- 
monish and exhort with a stponger proba- 
bility of success ; again, being more gener- 
ally present and conversing with them, they 
learn their various dispositions and acquire 
a happier talent of conveying instruction in 
a manner suited to their age and capacity^ 
What numerousinstances might be mention- 
ed of female zeal and success in the spirit- 
ual admonition of their^offspring* We hear 
upon one occasion.tbe pious resolution of 
Hannah respecting the education of Samuel 
ber son. " I will give him unto the Lord 
all the days of his vlife, and there shall no ra- 
zor come upon his head ; I will bring him 
that he may appear before the Lord and a- 
bide there for ever. We read in his future 
life the blessed fruits of an early education 
thus pious. " Samuel minister-ed before 
the Lord being a child ;" he was very early 
iavored with the manifestation of the Most 
High, and grew up apublic and lasting bless- 
ing to the nation of Israel. We may men- 
rtion the examplary zeal of Lois and Eunice, 
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the grand-mother and mother of Timothy* 
Through their early attention* and instruc- 
tion, he " from a child* knew the holy scrip- 
tures which are able to make wise unto sal- 
vation ;" and what an abundant harvest 
sprung up to the church from the seed thus 
early sown. — He was afterwards " a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost/* and was the 
honored instrument of turning many to 
righteousness. — ^John the evangelist dedi- 
cates his second epistle to " the elect lady 
and her children whom he loved in the 
truth :"he appears to consider himself in- 
debted to her for enforcing upon her family 
in private those doctrines which he deliver- 
ed in public, and looks upon her children 
as the seals of her pious administrations; 
nay, lier concern for the salvation of souls 
seemingly extended far beyond the bounda- 
ries of her particular family, because the 
Evangelist adds, " whom I love in the truth, 
and not I only, but also all they that have 
known the truth." 

3. They may and ought to labor with 
ministers in the gospel by conscientiously 
attending their administrations, and thus re- 
commending religion by the force of their* 
godly example. — Many women are men- 

* The word, translated child, was generally used amon^ the 
Jews for expressing a babe or suckling / it was usually applied 
to little children under the ivg-e of three or four years. This cix-- 
cumstance shews at what an early period the attention of these 
holy women was directed to the spiritual nurture of their son. — 
Gradually as the powers of his mind began to unfold, they were 
directed to the truth as it is in Jesus and to the things which coo* 
cem his everlasting' peace. 
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tioned in the sacred records a6 siogularl^ 
devout <'ia walking in all the command- 
ments aTid ordinances of God." Miriam Ibe 
glsier of Aaron accompanied Moses at tbeir - 
national thanksgiving, and animated the 
daughters of Israel by the ardor of her seal. 
^* Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aa«- 
ron, took a thnbrel in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her ; and Miriami 
answered them, sing ye to the Lord, for he 
jbath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and 
his rider hath he thrown into the sea.'' To 
Miriam, the sister of Aaron, may be added 
jinna the prophetess, as one distinguished for 
her zeal in attending the public institutions 
of Jehovah. She was a Tt^idon^, therefore, 
probably, encumbered with the sole man- 
agement of a family ; it may be^ oppressed 
and embarrassed with poverty of outward 
condition ; ihe bad attained to the age '^ of 
fourscore and four years," and consequent** 
ly must have labored under much infirmity 
of body ; those circumstances could readily 
bare been offered by a cold, lifeless profess- 
or as an apology for rarely appearing in the 
sanctuary <^ the living God : they might 
bave excused her in some degree to her own 
conscience and to the christian world ; but 
the tabernacles of the Lord of Hosts were 
her chief delight ; for these she thirsted 
more ardently than the hart panteth after -^ 
the cooling stream, and thither she must 
press amidst ten ' thousand difficulties and 
discouragements ; there she desired to ap- 
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apear not only for her own edification, but 
that by the influence of her example she 
might recommend to others the paths of 
righteousness. "This mother in Israel/* 
the inspired historian testifies, " departed 
not from the temple, but served God with 
listings and prayers night and day." An 
attention thus uniform and ardent to every 
ordinance of God has an astonishing influ* 
ence in recommending the gospel of Jesusl 
** Iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpeneth 
the countenance of his friend." The so- 
Ifenini. devout appearance of one. christian 
in the sanctuary admonishes the ihdifierence 
and irregularity of another ; it is frequently 
a means of exciting their emulation and in» 
flaming their zeal: . 

*« They may and ought to labor with min- 
isters by devising liberal plans for difiusing 
the gospel of Jesus and enlarging the boun- 
daries of his- kingdom*. Their attention 
should be occupied inqurrirrg what schemes 
may be adopted for instructing the ignorant 
around them ; for rousing to a constdera-^ 
tion of their ways the secure and unconcern-^ 
ed, and conveying to distant and destitute 
places the knowledge of salvation- through 
the Redeemer's name. Plans equally gen* 
erous and disinterested have been executed 
in different ages by women of piety and for- 
tune ; churches have been erected ; free 
schools established for the education of in- 
digent children ; hospitals have been found* 
ed for accommodating the sick and the doo« 

T0I4.4, 2a 2 
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irines of life hare been propagated in re** 
inote» unenlightefied parts otuie earth. I 
cannot be charged with extravagance in as- 
serting that the zeal of female believers for 
diffusing the knowledge of Jesus, has almost 
incomparably outshone, and their deeds of 
charity to the bodies and souls of men, al* 
inost incomparably exceeded ^ny thing re- 
corded in the history of the male. — The 
boundless contributions of a Miss Gray,^ a 
liady GUnofchyy and a Lady Huntingdon 
remain a lasting monument of reproof to 
men of fortune; and their names will adorn 
fbe historian's page while charity is cherish* 
ed or religion revered in the world. Tbey, 
although dead, yet live^ and speak, and ad- 
monish by their liberal, disinterested exer** 
tions for promoting the honor of their Re- 
deemer and the -salvation of their fellow 
creatures. H^yitig Jreely received from tho 
handof a bounteous God, they Jreely gave^ 
for the spread of his gospel and the promo* 
tion of his glory : As vessels o/* peculiar ftiHi- 
or they were entrusted with a more than or*^ 
dinary share of his treasures, both temporal 
and spiritual, and these they cheerfully im- 
parted for the encouragement of every hu- 
mane or pious design. Through their in- 
strumentality various churches were formed, 
and thousandsf of perishing sinners are now 
favored with the means of eternal life. 

* Besidea a series of libei'al donations for pious and charitable 
uses, durhjg a period of Uvelve years, Miss Ghat, at her decease. 
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Is sucti tiie manner in which female chris« 
tians have and may consistently labor with 
ministers in promoting the gospel of our 
common Lord ? are their opportunities both 
frequent and favorable for contributing to 
the advancement of his honor and the im- 
mortal interests of their generation ? it is 
proper to inquire by what considersitiong 
they are constrained to this service* 

This was our second inquiry, and tothit 
your attention is now invited. 

1. To this labor of the gospel they are 
reasonably constrained by Jehovah's good- 
ness displayed both in their creation and re*, 
demption* It is an eternal truth, and would 
to God it was more uniformly impressed on 
my own soul ; and the soul of every hearer, 
whether male or female, that we are not 
OUR own ; we are not the authors of our 
own existence either natural or spiritual, and 
are therefore obliged to live, not to ourselves, 
hut to HIM who made and redeemed us. Is: 
the eye which sees, the ear which hears, the 
tongue which utters, the understanding 
which comprehends, the memory which re* 
tains, created of God? is it not reasonable 

tees find executors to contintte the plan which she had commenc- 
ed in her Itfe ; and this they have pmsaed with great zeal and in 
creasing success. Not fewer tlian one hundred thousand persons 
now enjoy the preacliin^ of the gospel tiirough her means."-— 
MBmoire oflHout JVomtn^ Vvl 2, p. 300. If a cup of cold water 
given to a disciple of Jesus will not be forgotten in the hour of fi- 
nal retribution, what an exceeding, eternal weight of glory will 
be (inferred on one wiio has comparatively counted all things Imt 
loss for his sake ; who has virtually offered up houses, and Tan^ 
and possessions on the altar of love to the Sariour and compaa* 
ftiw to perislung' souls. 
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that they should be devoted to hiin and em- 
ployed/or him ? Are the nufflerous bless- 
ings which crown our condition in life mere- 
ly streams from the overflowing fountain of 
his goodness ?- are our silver and our gold 
derived from his treasures, is it not reasona- 
ble that a portion of them be rendered sub- 
servient to his glory ? Are we redeemed 
from destruction by his rich, unmerited 
love ? was this redemption accomplished by 
a plan so mysterious, a price so immense as 
the death of an onlj/^ a beloved Son, this adds 
an obligation infinitely powerful to shew 
forth his praise ; to spend and be spent in hu 
servite. This is the argument, which the 
great apostle employed for interesting the 
hearts of the believing Romans, and which 
I would now employ for impressing my own 
heart', no less than my sisters in Christ Jesus. 
" I beseech you by the mercies of God," by 
all that sovereignty, that grace which was 
manifested in rescuing you from misery so 
great, and restoring you to glories so unfad- 
ing, " that ye priesent your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable, which is your 
reasonable service/* This argument be af- 
terwards repeats in his epistle to the Gorin-? 
thian church ; " Ye are not your own ; for 
ye are bought with a price ; therefore, glo- 
rify God in your body and in your spirit 
which are God's." Is the woman possessed 
oif privileges in common with the mantis 
she created by the same Lord, redeemed by 
the same blood, endowed with the same ra* 
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tbnal and immorlal powers, a fellow hetr 
of the same grace and glory ? she is, there- 
fore, reasoflably obligated i6 unite with him 
in the labors of the gospel. 

2. To this service they are powerfully 
constrained by motives of compassion to the 
souls of their fellow creatures. We cannot 
altogether repress the feelings of pity and 
sympathy, while we behold the outward 
miseries of others. Who can deliberately 
shut their door against the man that is per- 
ishing in the wintry storm, or refuse a mor- 
gel of bread to him who is starving with 
hunger ? Who can forbear to cheer the spir- 
it broken with repeated calamity, or to aim 
at drying up the tears of the disconsolate 
widow ? The moment that our eyes behold 
the wretched obgect, they necessarily affect 
the heart, and the heart irresistably heaves 
with emotions of pity and longs to relieve. 
This tenderness towards the miseries of oth- 
ers, this disposition to sympathize eminently 
adorns the female character ; and remem^ 
ber, beloved sisters, it cannot be so nobly 
indulged as in pitying their spiritual woes, 
and attempting to minister relief. Surely 
compassion to the souls of men is incom- 
parably more refined than even compassion 
to their bodies. Was I lost in some dreary 
waste, far from the habitations of men, and 
the shadows of the evening began to close 
fast around me, I should feel grateful to the 
man who met me in the hour of distress and 
conducted my wandering steps to some a- 
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greeable abode ; but my obligations are is^ 
finitely greater to him who orertakes roe 
when wandering in the maze of my natural 
state, estranged from God, enveloped in the 
gloom of spiritual night, and points out to 
me in the light of eternal truth the path " to 
glory and honor and immortality : Was I 
travelling the burning sands of Africa, was' 
my body exhausted with fatigue and ray 
(Spirits fainting with thirst, I must esteem the 
man who melted at my misery and directed 
my drooping eye to some cooling stream ; 
but I must hold him in estimation incom-^ 
parably higher who meets me in all the 
wretchedness of my fallen condition, tortur- 
ed with ten thousand anxieties, hurrying 
from cistern to cistern in pursuit of happi- 
ness, but always disappointed; and leads me 
to tlie refreshing streams " of the water of 
life,*' to that " living fountain of which he 
who drinks shall thirst no m6re :'* W»s I 
pursued hard by an unfeeling foe, did be 
press nearer and nearer, thirsting for my 
blood, I necessarily would feel' obligated to 
the man who interposed in the moment of 
peril and secured me from the pursuer^S' 
rage; but my obligations are inconceivably 
greater to him who beholds me surrounded 
with legions of spiritual adversaries ; wh© 
points out the city of refuge, and thus se- 
cures me eternally from ** the avenger ©f 
blood." Was I — but I forbear to multiply 
comparisons ; as an immortal spirit is no- 
bler than a frail, perishable bqdy, to conqi- 
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passionate its distresses and aim at relieving 
them is charity incomparably the most ex- 
alted. Cast your eyes around, ye daugh- 
ters of Zion^ and bdhold what spectacles of 
wo meet them in every direction ! How 
many in parts adjacent, in parts i^mote are 
sickening and dying with the contagion of 
«in, and yet are either ignorant or regard- 
less of the cure : They scarcely know that 
" there is balm in Gilead and a physician 
there ;" they have rarely beard the reviving 
tidings that Jesus " came to seek and to save 
them that are lost /* that "the Fathek sent 
his Son to be the Saviour of the world." — 
While your eyes behold their pitiable situ- 
ation, let your hearts tenderly sympathize, 
let them speedily devise the means of relief. 
" Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though be was rich, yet for your 
^akes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich.^' 

3. To this labor of the gospel they are 
constrained by a concern for their own fu- 
ture felicity and glory. In the sovereignty 
and grace of God a certain connexion is 
established between obedience and reward. 
" He that soweth bountifully, shall reap al- 
so bountifully. If any man serve me, him 
will my Father honor." The Lord God is 
pot at all dependant on us for the accom- 
plishment of his purposes ; he could easily 
^rnploy other agents for the execution of his 
de&igns, or he nright with infinite justice 
bave demanded the ojie half or third of our 
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ikae and treasures for acts of piety and mer- 
cy Tvitbout adding any promise of reward ; 
he might afterwards have pronounced ^ us 
*< unpix^fiiable stewards" restoring only a 
pail of what his bounty bad given us : But 
he rather deals with man as a free agent ; 
he exhibits our duty, and tenders an abund^ 
ant " recompence of reward'' to those who 
hone&tly aim at discharging it. " To them, 
who by patient continuing in well doing, 
^ek for glory and honor and imraor tality, 
he will render eternal life." £Iach sacrifices 
of our outward ease or interest, which .is 
made with a view to the advancement of his 
glory, will be openly acknowledged and am- 
ply rewarded at his final appearing. How 
full of eondescensionon his part, how replete 
with encouragement on our part, istbattes* 
timony which the Judge will finally bear to 
the services of his people ! " Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Ldrd. Come, ye blessed, in- 
herit the kingdom — for I was an hungered 
and ye gave me meat ; I was thirsty and ye 
gave me drink ; I was a stranger and ye 
took me in ; naked and ye clothed me ; sick» 
and in prison and ye came unto me ; in as 
much as ye have done it to one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
roe. 

I trust that it i? unnecessary to repeat an 
observation which has beenfrequently made, 
that these good works do not purchase our 
heaven ; that they do not constitute either in 
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whole or in part bur title to tbe ey^rldsting. 
kiogdom. There is one term of adtnissioit 
to glory for the mosfr pure and the most pro- 
fligate ; for the most indolent^ unprofitable^ 
cumberer of his Lord*s vineyard, affiid^ tbdf 
most industrious, useful laborer, frbi? GHAOtf 
through the righteousness of Jehovah tbtf 
Redeemer. Abraham, ** the father of the' 
faithful,'' Paul, •'the chief of the apoan 
ties/' and ** these women who labored in tb^ 
gospel,'' were as really, and exclusively ini» 
debted to " free grace'' as Mana^seh ther 
murderer, the thief on the cross, or the Co- 
rinthian adulterer. Graccy to the uttet ex* 
elusion of human work»as the meritorious 
part, " grace reigns through righteou^nessi 
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord*'* 

This passage, thus briefly illustiated, evi** 
dently suggests, 

1. That in the service of the adorable 
Redeemer toil and trials may be expected* 
tt appears to be the unalterable appoint- 
ment of God that nothing important can bef 
accomplished in the present life without^ 
painful exertion and numerous discourage- 
ments. The traveller is frequently fatigued 
in the prosecution of his journey; he suf- 
fers, in turn, from the scorching sun of sum-^ 
mer and the chilling blasts of winter : The 
student frequently feels his body and spi- 
rits exhausted in the lawful pursuit of learn- 
ing, in obtaining those qualifications which 
are requisite for the station to which provi- 
dence iscaUmg him: the patience of the 

TOL. 4» 2 fi 
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husbandman is tried with the labors of the 
field, and his hopes of a ripening harvest 
are frequently blasted. This is a part of 
the curse which attends our apostacj from 
God, and is bitterly felt even by the gene- 
ration of the righteous in this state of im- 
perfection. "We that are in this taberna- 
cle do groan being burdened. Arduous la- 
bor, numerous trials must also be expected 
by those who minister in holy things, and 
whose attention is earnestly bent on the sal- 
vation of others. The student does not be- 
come learned by slumbering on his couch 
and vainly dreaming, " I am wise ;'' the 
busbandman cannot sit slothfully in his 
bouse and command his " pastures to be 
clothed with flocks and his vallies to be cov- 
ered over with corn.'* Can parents say to 
their children, " be ye fed," and they are 
immediately filled, " be ye clothed" and 
they are immediately warmed ? Neither can 
they who are eagerly set on " winning souls" 
to the Savipur, address their ignorant fami- 
lies and neighbors, " be ye instructed" and 
they are instantly taught ; " be ye regenera- 
ted" and the mighty change is effi^cted ; 
** be yie converted" and they are turned to 
the living God. In the accomplishment of 
any measure appropriate means must be 
employed. They who expect to be instru- 
mental "in winning souls** must " labor in 
the gospel ;" they must " spend and be 
spent," embracing each favoii^ble oppor- 
Xtxxxiiy and employing every mean appoint- 
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^d of Jehovah for their conversion. " The^ 
must endure all things for the elect's sake 
that they may obtain salvation in Christ Je- 
sus with eternal glory." What unwearied 
diligence is requisite seizing every oppor- 
tunity " of doing good ;" what wisdom in 
determining when to " forbear" with sinners, 
or when to " admonish and exhort ;'* what 
" long-suffering in giving line upon line/* 
entreaty upon entreaty, notwithstanding 
their stupid indifference and neglect ; what 
circumspection over our own conduct and 
conversation lest we defeat the force of our 
instruction by the levity of our example; 
what hours of ardent supplication with Zi- 
on's King for his blessing to accompany our 
endeavors ; what continual heaviness, what 
unutterable anguish of heart amidst disap- 
pointed expectations, when they who " be- 
gin in the spirit end in the flesh ;" when 
tbe blossoms which opened iair and promis- 
ed abundant fruit are suddenly blasted " by 
the cares" or pleasures "of the world and 
the deceitfulness of riches ?" What fatigue 
of body, what reproach of character, what 
anxiety and even agony of spirit did the 
great apostle endure in the work of the gos- 
pel ? " I have great heaviness and continual 
sorrow in my heart : For I could wish that 
myself were accursed from Christ for my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh.'' Again — " In all things approving 
ourselves as the ministers of God, in . niuca 
patience^ in afflictions^ in necessities, in dis- 
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Presses, io labors, in watchiags, in iastingSy 
by pureness, by knowledge, by long suffer* 
ing, by kindness, by love unfeigned, by 
honor and dishonor, by evil report and good 
report ; as deceivers and yet true, as chas- 
tened and not killed ; sorrowful yet always 
rejoicing ; as poor yet making many rich ; 
as having nothing and yet possessing all 
things." His deep solicitude, his great anx* 
iety for the conversion of men, he compares 
to the pains of " a woman in travail," and 
his unceasing exertions in promoting it to 
the strivings of a man in a race, or a soldier 
in the field of battle. He also represents 
these '^ women as laboring," or as it miglrt^ 
be rendered, '^ wrestling with him in th^ 
gospel," plainly intimating their earnestr 
jness and diligence in the work, that their 
iimd and strength and worldly substance. 
vfere made subservient to the spread of di* 
vine truth and the eternal salvation of men* 
2. We learn from this doctrine that much 
may be done by persons of every station 
and every sex for the honor of our Re* 
deemer,and the spiritual interests of others. 
Female christians are frequently reluctant 
to engage in public measures for the pro- 
motion of religion ; they are afraid of mov- 
ing beyond the spliere allotted them in pro* 
vidence, of leaving that retired station, 
those more private virtues which are equal- 
ly the characteristic and ornament of their 
sey. We acknowledge that a retired station 
and the g«.ntler virtues appear more becom- 
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iDg their character ; yet this diffidence of 
manners, this disposition for a retired sphere 
which in a certain degree is expedient and 
ornamental, may be readily indulged to ex- 
cess. " Miriam the sister of Aaron'* was 
bold in ascribing glory to IsraePs God for 
the deliverance he had wrought and anima- 
ted the daughters of Zion to that exercise : 
Hannah the mother of Samuel was open in 
ofiering the tribute of thanks to Jehovah 
for an answer to her prayers and the gift of 
a son : " Anna the prophetess'* was public 
in the profession of her faith in Jesus as the 
promised Messiah, and spake of Him " to 
all them that looked for redemption in Je- 
rusalem: Priscilla, the wife of Aquila/*^ 
was open, unshaken in her attachment to 
the apostle, accompanying him from place 
to place ; she undertook to teach an " efo*- 
quent ApoUos the way of God more per- 
fectly ;" yet were these illustrious persona- 
ges impeached with presumptuous conduct, 
were they charged with throwing off that 
softness, that gentleness of manner which 
form the ornament of the female character ? 
No ; " they are held in everlasting remem- 
brance ;" their names are embalmed on the 
inspired, page, and their zeal is exhibited as 
a pattern for the imitation of all succeeding 
generations* With what elevated senti- 
ments of esteem and affection does the a- 
Eostle mention the latter of these women ; 
e acknowledges not only his personal obli- 
gations to " this mother in Israel," but the 
VOL. 4« 2b 2 
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ful !" to wham uot only J give thaxiks, but 
filso all the churches of th^ Gentiles :" he 
con9iders her edifying conversation and ex- 
ample a^ diffusing their happy influence 
throughout eyery part of the christian cpa>- 
inunity. 

3. This passage may be improved fx^r ad- 
monishing and animating female believers 
io a dignified zeal in pronioting the gospel 
pfour Jiord* "Seeing, ye pauoute^s of 
JERUSALEM, Seeing ye also are compassed a- 
tout with so great a cloud of witnesses,*' 
with a splendid retinue of women, in earlier 
and latter ages, who lived the ornament of 
their sex, the glory of human nature, the 
T)lessing of their own age, the admiration of 
future generations : women whose charac* 
iers were adorned with every virtue, private, 
yelative, and social ; in whom appeared fer- 
vent piety to God, unfeigned charity to 
men, zeal for the diffusion of the gospel and 
£olicitude for the salvation of others i are 
ye " compassed with a cloud of witnesses 
so great, arise and trim up your lamps ; 
lay aside every weight" and rouse into vig-^ 
Qrous exercise each gift and grace in imita- 
tion of their high example. You have the 
same command authorizing your exertions, 
the same plenitude of grace to support iq 
the arduous work, the same compassionate 
Saviour to sympathize amidst every dis- 
couragement that may attend" your labors 
in the gospel ;" and the same prize of im- 
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mortality at the end of your cbristian 
course. Let each female hearer, who bag 
beheld the glory of Jesus or felt the coiv 
gtraining influence of his lov^, solemnly in- 
quire what are the peculiar duties of my 
station? How may I most successfully la* 
bor with ministers in advancing the gospel 
of my gracious Lord ? 

Ye women who have an interest at our 
Father's throne : on whom the Holy Ghost 
ba9 rested as the spirit of supplication, la* 
bor with us by frequent and fervent prayer 
for the success of our gospel ; wrestle mighU 
ily with Israel's Shepherd for his blessing on 
our feeble administration, thai it may please 
him " by the foolishness of our preaching t(^ 
gave" precious ^ouls. ** Ye that make 
mention of the Lord keep not silence and 
give him no rest until he arise and make Je<- 
rusalem a praise in the eartb.'^ 

Ye women, who are honored with chil^ 
dren, whose tables are encircled with these 
rising jt>/a«fe, your own rejoicing and the fu- 
ture hopes of Zion, labor with us by ardent* 
ly promoting their salvation ; " be instant 
in season and out of season'* advising and 
admonishing, and expostulating with them. 
If there be any consolation in Christ, any 
thing endearing in these little pledges of 
your Father's love, any thing valuable ia 
their immortal souls, any thing desirable ifi 
their usefulness through life, any thing in* 
teresting in their future glory and blessed- 
ness, " fulfil ye my joy" by making theur 
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instruction your chief employment, and 
their salvation your chief concern. The 
Lord God has conferred a peculiar honor 
on the woman in frequently, I venture to 
add, in ordinarily using her instrumentality 
for the conversion of her children. Jn read- 
ing the history of those who were early 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, or 
lived public and eminent blessings to tba 
world, I have noticed that their first impres- 
sions may be usually traced back to her ex- 
ertions; a Samuel, a Timothy, a Gardiner, 
a Newton, a Lady Glenorchy appear each 
of them to have been indebted, under God^ 
to the early prayers, and tears, and entrea- 
ties of a pious raothen 

Ye women, who are crowned with world- 
ly affiuence ; on whom Jehovah has poured 
in rich profusion the treasures of the earth, 
labour with us by devising and executing 
liberal measures for the enlargement of his 
kingdom. While you reflect that your sil- 
ver and your gold are derived from his boun- 
ty, let them flow in the advancement of his 
glory. Bear with me if I use freedom in 
admonishing and expostulating on the prop- 
er distribution of your wealth, because on 
this not only the salvation of thousands but 
your own eternal rejoicing and glorying in- 
timately depend. " Charge them that are 
rich in this world ;" and how does he, " whose 
are the silver and the gold," require that 
these talents be occupied ? In luxury of diet 
or dresi ; in personal or family aggrandize- 
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ment ; in adding possession to poesession^ 
and thus securing an independence for tbeit 
offspring after tbem ? No, widely different 
is his solemn, sovereign command. " Charge 
them that are rich in this world that they de 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to distribute, willing to communicate, lay- 
ing up in store for themselves a good foun- 
dation against the time to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal life." 

Ye women, who are poor in this world ; 
who are encumbered with many cares, who 
have numerous families and look on this 
hand and the other hand and see little pros- 
pect of their support, labor with us by 
throwing your " single mite into the treasu- 
ry of God.** It is not the possession of 
much, but the proper occupation of what 
you do possess that is accepted of Jehovah 
and secures the reward. " The widow** 
farthing** will be cheerfully acknowledged 
by HIM who judges " according to what a 
man hath and not according to what he hath 
not.** One talent well improved amountt 
to more in his estimation than ten or ten 
thousand slothfull v neglected. 

Shall 1 multiply arguments for animating 
my christian hearers, male and female, to 
imitate those who have gone before " in the 
labors of the gospel?*' Shall I call forth to 
ibeir consideration the infinite, eternal ob- 
ligations imposed on us by the redeeming 
love of the Son of God ? Shall I dwell on 
those complicated miseries from which be 
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lias delirered, the curse of a broken core* 
nant, the terrors of an accusing conscience, 
the afflictions of the present world, the hor- 
rors of ** the second death, the blackness of 
darkness for ever?*' Shall I mention those 
great and everlasting privileges to which he 
restores, "the assurance of our Father's 
love, joy in the Holy Ghost,*' support a- 
midst the numerous evils of life, victory o- 
Ter death, the joys and glories of his heaven- 
ly kingdom '/ Waving these considerations, 
however interesting, I would direct your at- 
tention to the solemnities of death and of 
judgment. Suppose that we were this mo* 
roent placed on the verge of eternity, that 
our eyes were now closing on all terrestrial 
scenes and our immortal spirits just winging 
their flight to a world unknown, whose con- 
dition would then be most joyous, whose re- 
flections the most reviving ? Their's who 
could look back on a life wasted in carnal 
ease and enjoyment, or their^s who had ac- 
tively occupied their hours for God and their 
generation ; ihtir'^s who could recollect 
evenings spent in unprofitable visits, ia 
splendid circles, in the wanton dance, or 
iheir^s tvho could reflect on evenings em- 
ployed in teaching their families at home, 
in spiritual conference and prayer with their 
brethren in Christ Jesus, or in going around 
relieving the temporal and spiritual wants 
of bis disconsolate members. In jshorU theirs 
who had wantonly "sown to the flesh and 
of the flesh must now reap corruption ;" or 
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theirs who had been diligently *' sowing to 
theHspirit and of the spirit shall reap life e* 
verlastingl" Surely their situation does not 
admit even of a comparison. The former 
begin to feel the remorse of a guilty con- 
science as a presage of "that worm which 
never dies," and hell from beneath pourii ar 
round them its gloomy horrors ; the latter 
experience a "joy unspeakable,'^ and the 
*May star" of glory sheds around them its 
cheering, light. Suppose that you were this 
moment summoned to the tribunal of the 
Son of Man, that your ears already heard 
the dread alarm, arise, ye dead, and come 
to judgment, and that your eyes beheld 
" the great white throne" erected, the Judge 
descending " and the books opened," whose 
condition would then be most blessed, and 
whose prospects the most glorious ? Their" s 
who had eagerly heaped up wealth for their 
children when the gospel of Jesus was not 
propagated, and his needy members not sup- 
plied, the naked not clothed, the hungry not 
fed, and the disconsolate not comforted ; 
their' s ** who had slept on beds of ivory, that 
eat the lambs out of the flock and the calves 
out of the stall, that chanted to the sound 
of the viol," and gave every anxiety to the 
winds ; or fheir^s who had been ** rich in 
good works, ready to distribute" for the en- 
couragement of each pious and liberal plan ; 
who employed their vacant hours not ia 
wanton amusement, but going about doing 
^ood; who occupied their wealth not ia 
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splendor of drea^ not in '^ faring siinipltioii»« 
ly," not in the support of each fashionable 
indulgence, but in spreading the knowledge 
of salyation^ who, in imitation of the eastern 
Patriarch, were ^< eyes to the blind and feet 
to the lame ; who delivered the poor that 
cried, the fatherless also and faim that bad 
none to help him ?" In short, whose condi'^ 
tion wiil be the most blessed and whose 
prospects the most transporting on that all- 
dreadful, decisive daj ? Their^s whom the 
Judge will bail with that reviving acclamar- 
tion, *' come, ye blessed of my Father, and 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world : For I was an 
hungered and ye gave me- meat," &c. or 
their" s to whom he will denounce with a tone 
more terrible than thunder, <* depart from 
me, ye cursed, for I was an hungered and 
ye gave me no meat," &c, Methinks I hear 
each individual anxiously exclaim, *^ Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and let my 
latter end, like his, be peace*" 

O Lord, render each of us faithful to the 
death, that " we may at last receive a crown 
of life i'' enable us all whether male or fe- 
male so to occupy our time and talents that 
when our Master appears we may receive 
him with exceeding joy. Amen. 
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2 Corinthians xi. 23. 
In labors more ahundanU 

» 

THEi traveller, as he draws near the 
end of his course, feels a pleasure in retra- 
cing the different stages through which he 
passed; in revolving in his own mind the 
dangers he escaped, the inconveniences to 
which he submitted, and the obstacles which 
he surmounted in performing his journey ; 
It is a gratification to the laborer at the ap- 
proach of evening to recollect the various 
toils of the day ; to take a retrospect of the 
hardships he endured, of the discourage- 
ments under which he was supported, and 
the success with which his labors were crow- 
ned : The soldier towards the conclusion of 
life, finds a pleasure in recollecting the va- 
rious campaigns in which he served, the 
dangers he braved, the enemies he vanquish- 
ed, and the victories he won in fighting the 
battles of his country. That " good soldier 
of Jesus Christ," that chief of champions in 
the cause of Christianity, whose words we 
have been reading, frequently indulges him- 
self in reflections of a similar nature. He 
appears to feel a satisfaction too great for 
utterance while he recounts the temptations 
he had resisted, the persecutions he had suf- 
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fered, the toils be had endured, and the <$p* 
position to which be rose superior in ad« 
Tancing the cause of bis Saviour and Lord. 
" In stripes above measure/* he mentions, 
•' in deaths often ; once was I stoned ; thrice 
I suffered shipwreck ; in joumeyings often, 
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 
perils by mine own countrymen, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in pe- 
rils in the wilderness, in perils among false 
brethren; in weariness and painfulness ; in 
walchings often ; in hunger and thirst ; in 
cold and nakedness,'' and as he relates in 
the words selected for our present discus- 
sion, " in labors more abundant/* 

By the labors mentioned in this verse we 
are not to understand any peculiar trial 
which happened to Paul ae a man or a chris- 
tian ; they are designed to express his ar- 
dent, unceasing exertions as an apostle of 
the Lamb; his unremitting activity in pro* 
pagating the gospel of his Master, and pro- 
moting the salvation of his » fellow-men.—^ 
These great objects occupied his individual 
attention ; they summoned into action all 
his energies of body and mind : JBe appear- 
ed to lose sight of his own ease and interest, 
and outward aggrandizement, and regarded 
bimself as an infinite gainer if others became 
spiritually rich although at the expence of 
toil, and reproach and poverty to himself. 
Although the apostle sustained an extraor- 
dinary office in the church of the living God, 
yet bis e:sami>le is recorded for the imita- 
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tion of all who succeed him in the service* 
of the altar. Reverend fathers and brelh- 
reriy this subject is peculiarly interesting to 
you and to me. On this auspicious, solemn 
occasion, it cannot therefore be unseasona- 
ble, and perhaps may not be unprofitable 
to inquire what "labors" are incumbent on. 
us as the ministers of reconciliation, and what 
is our encouragement for becoming " in la- 
bors^more abundant^" 

May a coal from the celiestial altar touch, 
the lips and heart of the speaker, inspiring; 
him with a frame answerable to tlie magni* 
tude of the occasioo. on which: we are conve- 
ned ; may ii touc& the heart of every am- 
bassador of the cross^ in this assembly, exr 
citing him to exclaim in the language of the 
apostle,, "the- love of Christ constrainefh 
me ; I count not my life dear unto myself; 
so that f may finishimy course with joy, and^ 
-^testify the gospel of the grace of God." 

1. Minktersot the gospel ought to labor 
prtvalely in the ardent prosecution of their 
studies ; they should exercise an unwearied 
industry in improving their ministerial gifts,, 
and thus becoming more qualified for dis- 
charging 1 he duties of their important sta- 
tion. It is a very erroneous-opinion, too^ 
frequently entertained, that the necessity of" 
study in a great measure ceases when we 
are admitted to the capacity of public teach- 
ers. In schools of human learning and in; 
seminaries of theology we can only lay the- 
foundation^ upon which the superstructure.^ 

VQL» 4, 2c 2 



318 

nmsC affetwardfT lSe reared up by diligent 
aiyplieati6l> ib priirate. Tbe largest fuikl of 
J^ttowledge which we cbh collect in the pre- 
liminary part^ of our education for the min- 
istry must soon b^ eicbausted unless it be 
replenished by reading, by reflection, and 
other means of information. God forbid that 
I should be understood to represent literary 
attainments as the most important qualifica- 
tion, or even of equal importance with real 
grace in the ambassador of Jesus Christ; 
yet I may renture to assert that every spe- 
cies* of learning when sanctified by the Ho- 

• Those who deny the utility of learning to the christian min- 
aatfy, not only oppose the opinion of the most eminent divine?, 
l)«t the p&ctice of the church in the days of her greatest purity 
an4 glo'T' It is satisfactorily proved by Bishop Stjulingfiekt 
that mine times of Samuel, schools were established in Ramah, 
snd other parts of Judea in which jouth of apparent piety and 
prominent talents were taught the learning of the age, and that 
«* God Ordinarily called out of these schools those whom he em- 
ployed in the prophetic office :" he adds « therein their only em- 
ployment was to cultivate their natural faculties, to improve in 
knowledge, and true piety ; the greatest part of the exercises of 
those who tfrere educated in the schools of the prophets were in- 
^tractions in the law and the solemn praises of God." — Sacrtf Or^ 
iginet, vol 1.— 181-2 Ox. ed. 

Jtremv$9 who flourished in the second century, mentions that a 
school of sacred literature was founded at Smyrna imder the di- 
rection of Polycfirp, a Father in the primitive chiuxh : Eusebi- 
to, as quoted by Lardner, relates that such an institution was 
early established in Alexandria over which Pantaenus presided, 
.who was succeeded by St Clement, *nd that after him followed 
Origin J that the latter particularly instructed the youth " in lo- 
^ic, physics,"geometry, astronomy, and ethics: he encouraged 
them likewise to read all sorts of ancient authors, poets and phi- 
losopher ; but above all he inculcated a dili^nt attention to the 
mind of God revealed in the prophets ; he himself likewise ex- 
plained to them difficult passages."-— ioref. c«?d «*/. 3.^26-r. 
iton. ed. Public schools, for the same purpose, appeared soon 
after the reformation, in almost every protestant country : and 
perhaps there is no moite favorable presage for the rising re- 
spectability of the ministry, and the future prosperity of the 
churches in our oWn country, than the erection of similtf senai- 
]iai*lcs by different denoxnipAtions of chiistiaxis. 
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ly Ghost, will materially aid him in sapport- 
ing the dignity, and discharging the duties 
of bis oflSce. No man can become too learn- 
ed for the ministry of reconciliation. Eve- 
ry new acquisition of knowledge will enr 
large the sphere of usefulness. There is no* 
thing in the vast range of human science 
which may not be converted to the service 
of the sanctuary, either for the illustratioa 
and establishment of the truth, or the expo- 
sure and refutation of error.. By an exten- 
sive acquaintance with learning commoa 
and divine the herald of the gospel becomes 
" a workman that need not be ashamed ;**hei» 
rendered capable of *^ giving a reason of the 
hope that is in him j of evincing the reason- 
ableness of that gospel which is the charter 
of ^11 his hopes : and is thus qualified for 
confounding if he cannot actually coqvince 
the enemies of the cross. It is obvious there- 
fore that even in the age of inspiration lite- 
rary acquirements were honored by Jeho- 
vah the Spirit for the greater edification of 
the church. " Moses was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians," and he was em- 
ployed as the first and principal penman of 
the Old Testament scriptures ; and Paul, 
who " had been educated at the feet Gama- 
liel,** preached much more and wrote much 
more than any of the other evangeHsts or 
apostles. But a knowledge of sacred litera- 
ture ; a profound, universal acquaintance 
with the holy scriptures is of prime impor- 
tance, and should be sought with preeminent 
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ardor by all who " serve at the ahar/*^ — 
While other books are permitted to atteml 
as ministers of state, the bible should be el- 
evated to the throne in our studies ; while 
they are regarded as satellites revolving and 
shining in their respective orbits, the bible 
should be considered as the sun which enr 
lightens and cherishes the whole^ system.: — 
" Search the scriptures/^ is. the command 
of the L#rd God to all his prafessed follow- 
ers, but it is directed with peculiar empba^ 
sis to those who serve him in the gospel of 
his Son. They are entrusted with immor- 
tal souls of their own,, and ought therefore 
to search tbQ scriptures as a- means> divinely 
appointed £or their own sanctification and. 
comfort ; they are employed by " the chief 
Shepherd" for promoting the salvation of 
others, and ought ''to search, them" as a. 
means of qualifying them for the interesting 
work. Our great reformers considered the 
sacred oracles in the original languages as 
constituting the chief subject of study to 
those who were separated to the labors of 
the gospel. It was the maxim of Luther,, 
that the man ^' most acquainted with his bi- 
ble was the most accomplished divine.'' — 
Bez;a in his eighteenth year repeated the 
Psalms of David and the epistles of Paul in 
Hebrew and Greek ; and Witsius, at an ad- 
vanced period of his life, could rehearse al- 
most any verse of the Old and New Testa- 
ment in the original languages. 
. Need I apologize for repeating the remarik. 
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that application to study, and particularly 
to the study of the sacred oracles, consti- 
tutes an essential part of ministerial labor ? 
It is required that " the fips of the priest 
should keep knowledge," and that the peo- 
ple " should" seek " the law at his mouth," 
but can we communicate to others know- 
ledge which was never possessed by our- 
selves ? Is he capable of " dividing aright 
the word of truth,'' who has not patiently and 
painfully investigated that truth ? Can any 
man as " a steward of the mysteries of god- 
liness" make a proper or profitable distri- 
bution of these for the use of the family who 
has not endeavored to explore these myste- 
ries, viewing them both in their separate im* 
portance and intimate connexion ? Can it be 
expected that he will bring from '^thig 
treasure things new and old" whose under- 
standing has not been liberally stored with 
this treasure by reading and meditation ? 
The minister of religion " is set for the de* 
fence of the gospel," but can he execute 
that awful trust who has never learned to 
wield those weapons by which " the de- 
fence'' must be made, and every adversary 
driven from the field ; who has not pro- 
foundly investigated the gospel ; who is not 
master in some measure of those evidences, 
external and internal, on which its authen- 
ticity rests ; who has never traced the pre- 
dictions and promises of the Old Testament 
to their literal and luminous accomplish- 
ment in the New ; who has not contempla- 
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led the ceremonies and sacrifices of the 
former dispensation as immediately point- 
ing to, and exclusively centering in " Jesus 
of Nazareth," the great antitype, the real 
" Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of 
the world ?" Ezra, although a scribe divine- 
ly inspired, yet " prepared his heart to seek 
the law of the Lord" before he ventured 
" to teach statutes and judgments in Israel :'* 
Solomon, the wisest of men, " gave good 
heed, and sought to find out acceptable 
words," and felt experimentally " his much 
study" to prox^e a " weariness to the flesh ;" 
And Daniel, " a man greatly beloved," and 
favored with eminent manifestations of the 
Most High, understood by books, by a care- 
ful research into the writings of preceeding 
prophets, the divine purposes relative " to 
the desolations of JerusalemJ^ 

2. We ought to " labor*' hy faithfully and 
zealously " preaching the gospel" in public^ 
What should be our motive for prosecuting 
with unremitting industry our studies in the 
closet? Not merely to gratify an ardent 
thrist for knowledge, or to improve the un- 
derstanding by the discovery of truths form- 
erly unknown ; not to acquire the reputa- 
tion of polished scholars, or eminent divines. 
Nobler motives ought lo actuate, and will 
actuate all who are called of Jehovah to the 
ministry of reconciliation. That same zeak 
for their Master^s glory which rouses them 
to diligence in making preparation in pri- 
vate, will rouse them to eqjjal diligence in 
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seizing every opportunity for promoting 
the gospel abroad. Animated by the samte 
spirit, and aiming at the same object witfi 
the great apostle, each faithful "laborer**^ 
will be ready to exclaim, " I will very glad- 
ly spend and be spent for you : I endure 
all things for the elect's sake, that they also 
may obtain the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus with eternal glory:" He will reli- 
giously consecrate all his gifts, every talent, 
whether natural or acquired, to his Master's 
use in the conversion of gpuls, " warning 
every man, and teachinglivery man in all 
wisdom that he may present every man per- 
fect in Christ Jesus/' Knowledge thus oc- 
cupied becomes the glory of the individual, 
and subserves the interest of Zion. Money 
locked up in a trunk, or buried in the earth, 
is neither profitable to the owner, nor to 
others, but when judiciously circulated 
proves a source of revenue to him, and 
tends to the convenience and advantage of 
others* A lamp however replenished wilii 
oil, or however carefully trimmed, is use-» 
less if "concealed under a bushel," but wheh 
placed on an eminence diffuses light to all 
around : Thus all our ministerial qualifica- 
tions, our gifts and graces however improv- 
ed, are profitable only as they are devoted 
to the edification of the church. All the 
spoils which the royal David obtained in his 
conquest of the nations around were conse- 
crated to the service of the literal temple, 
and all the knowledge which we acquire by 
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meditation^ by the study of books, whether 
sacred or profane, should be exclusively 
consecrated to the service of tlie spiritual 
temple ; either in unfolding the mysteries 
of redemption or in dispensing them to the 
household of faith. We are naturally 

{)rone to extremes ; while some are too neg- 
igent in their previous studies ; while they 
g restitute in sloth or secular employments 
ours which ought to be occupied in pre- 
paring for their public administrations^ and 
thus rush presumptuously* into the pulpit ; 
others again spend in studies not immedi- 
ately connected with their officcj hours 
. which might be employed more usefully in 
active service, ^teaching from house to 
house/' or publishing the gospel of peace 
where openings are presented* While Paul 
admonishes Timothy his son " to give at- 
tendance 1o reading ; to meditate upon 
these things, that his profiting might appear 
to all," he adds with equal solemnity, 
" preach the word ; be instant in season aod 
out of season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long-suffering and doctrine." 

Excuse me if I make a digression from 

♦ The following anecdote, related of the great and good Mr. 
Bradbuiy, will be ^atifyineto every reader, but it is peculiarly 
instructive to those who labor in the gospel. An acqusdntance 
having called upon him at an advanced period of life, and found 
him intensely occupied in study, and seemingly impatient at the 
interruption, remarked that "certainly it could cost him but lit- 
tle trouble to prepare^for the pulpit having been so long in tlie 
habit of preaching j" to which the venerable divine with an air 
of pleasantry replied, "I always endeavor to have an Isaac on the 
altar ; if the Lord God is pleased $0 provide a io/mbfir th^ kun^ 
*^r/73g^ I thMjfe&iUy Accq* it** 
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the subject hy rdmarking^ that in forrMttig 
our discourses for the pujpit we cahiiot im* 
itate a more excellent model than the ** gteBft 
apostle^ that master-builder" in the riew 
Testament temple, ** I ha?ve determined not 
to know any thing' among you, sbve Jesus 
Christ and him crucified :'' The Son of God, 
in his atonement, and righteousnesi^, and in« 
tercession, is the " alpha and omega^^ of a 
dinner's hope ; he is the consolation andglo* 
ry of the church militant ; he Js the conso* 
lation and glory of the church triumphant^ 
and should therefore constitute ** the begin- 
ning and ending" of all our discourses, 
whether from the pulpit or the press, Ele* 
gant diction may please the ear ; brilliant 
composition may amuse the fancy ; nicei 
ingenious disquisition, on different subjects, 
may improve the understanding, but it is 
the plain, practical, powerful, may I not 
add, unadorned exhibition of Jesus and hit 
salvation, which usually proves effectual for 
arresting the conscience, for forming thd 
heart, and ultimately saving the soul : And 
ought we not to deplore, and deplore with 
tears, that in so many pulpits dissertations^ 
merely moral, or a species of subtle, meta«» 
physical speculation are substituted for tha 
" simplicity of the gospel of Christ :" And 
we need feel no hesitancy in asserting that 
a sermon which does not exhibit Jesus and 
redemption through his blood, however ex- 
<]uisitely prepared, ot eloquently preached, 
is an insult to perishing sinners, and a piw 
VOL. 4. 2d 
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titution of our sacred function. The par* 
ent IS a thousand fold more consistent who 
professes solicitude for the welfare of his 
child, and yet offers it " a scorpion for an 
egg; a stone instead of nourishing " bread," 
or conducts it when athirst to some stale^ 
putrid cistern, rather than the living, over- 
flowing fountain. Is there any thing in the 
cold region of moral science, or metaphysi- 
cal speculation, to soothe the conscience 
when set on fire by the lightnings of the law, 
or agitated by fearful apprehensions "of the 
wrath to come ? Is there any thing here to 
support the drooping pilgrim, and animate 
l]im in his career to glory, when his " com- 
forter has withdrawn" and " the candle of 
the Lord'* scarcely sheds a glimmering ray 
on his path? Besides, we are not initiated 
into the ministry " to preach ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord, and that not with the 
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in de- 
monstration of the Spirit and of power.*' — 
" Saul of Tarsus was no mean man :" he was 
BO contemptible scholar ; his natural genius 
was sublime ; his mind, originally great, 
was expanded by every species of learning ; 
his eloquence was bold and commanding ; 
his imagination excursive and towering ; 
his powers of reasoning were strong, and 
grasped every thing that lay within the in- 
tellectual range. Yet all these accomplish- 
ments, natural and acquired, he resigns at 
the foot of the cross, and desires to " be- 
come nothing tjiat Jesus may be all and in 
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all : We preach Christ crucified," he says, 
" to the Jews a stumbling block, and to the 
Greeks foolishness, but to them that are call- 
ed both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God." Charmed 
with the surpassing importance and glory 
of f his subject, he devoutly exclaims, " I 
count all things but loss for the excelFency 
of the knowledge of Jesus Christ my Lord : 
Filled with a holy indignation against any 
thing that would offer to intrude itself as a 
substitute for this subject, he mentions a- 
gain, " God forbid tliat I should glory sare 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me and I 
unto the world." 

I have felt a greater confidence in enlarg- 
ing on this subject, from a consideration that 
these doctrines of the cross, in their native, 
artless simplicity, constituted the faith of the 
forefathers of this audience ; ih^i faith which 
they openly avowed while they lived, and 
which they deemed it their duly, and glory, 
and joy to bequeath as the most precious le- 
gacy to their offspring. The assembly 
which I am now honored to address, have in 
general descended from a host of the most 
ardeat, enlightened, disinterested champions 
in the cause of evangelic truth : a host who 
resisted to the loss of their property, their 
liberty, and in some instances of their lives, 
in " contending for that uith which was once 
delivered to the sain s;" who in their at- 
tachment to th6 gospel, in its purity and 
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pimplicity, bartered tbe cbarwsof ^fivili^eji 
Europe for ft precarious^ perilous retreat in 
the woods of America. A brighter constel* 
lation* never adorned, or ble3sed our workl 
since the age of aposUes. 

3. We ought to labor by occasionally vi- 
fiiting and catechising the Jlocks which we 
are appointed to oversee. The importance 
of this part of ministerial service has been 
acknowledged in the purest periods of the 
f hurch. The instruction of mankind, parti- 
cularly of the rising generation, in this man- 
ner has usually revived with the revival of 
religion in all ages, and occupied the atten- 
tion of those who attained to any considera- 
ble distinction either for piety or usefulness* 
li is the opinion of learned expositors, that 
4}0 early as the ministry of the apostles di^ 
vine truth was arranged into the form of 
que^tjipn and answer as the most convenient 
^nd successful method of commimicating 
knowledge. Paul thus admonishes Timo-* 
thy, " hold fast the form of sound words 
whiqh :thou bast heard of me in faith and 
love p again, " continue thou in the thingp 
W^b thou hast learned, knowing from 
'wbom thou hast lear^ned them." The mode 
pf conveying religious instruction by cate- 
cjbislng i!^as adopted hy the immediate suc- 

* Xhpi^ yrho charge the author with an e^traTSgant partiality 
for the original s€;tt|ers of Kew-£aglaxid> may consult the Histo- 
rv of ,the Puritans by Mr. Jfeal, &. Calamy and others. Nay, 
the most honorable testimony ^las beo^ borne to their talents^ 
fheir learnir^, their .piety, tl^cir zeal by some ^vcn of their iii> 
tdktioitjpepeci^oa. 
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' cessors of the apostles, and some of the most 
eminent lights in the primitive church were 
chiefly distinguished for their zeal and abi- 
lity in that part of ministerial labor. No 
sooner had Zion begun to emerge from the 
gloom of antichristian night, . and recover 
her former purity and glory than reformer* 
directed their attention to this duty, an4 al- 
most every protestant church prepared cat- 
echisms for the instruction of its particular 
members. Unless our people are rational- 
ly instructed and firmly established in the 
doctrines of Christianity we cannot expect 
them to " remain steadfast and unmovable.?* 
A professor of religion, without a rational; 
profound acquaintance with the great prin- 
ciples of that religion, is like a ship without 
balla&t, or a tree without roots, ready* to be 
overturned by every wanton gale, and per-^ 
haps there is no mean by which this know- 
ledge can be so successfully infused as by 
the ordina^nce af catechising. A. sermon ex- 
hibits the doctrines of revelation only> in 
general terms, and therefore, however plain 
the language, or natural the arrangement, 
it is ordinarily above the capacity of the ig- 
norant and young.- A hearer must possess 
some acquaintance wilh the system of di- 
vine truth, before his knowledge will prob- 
ably be much promoted from the pulpit. 
Besides, a public discourse is addressed to 
the congregation at large, and however ve- 
hemently pressed home by the preacher, a 
careless hearer is disposed to make the ap^ 
VOL. 4, 2 D a 
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plication tp #ny othfer latber tb^p faiipselfs 
|>ut in .€£itecfai3iDg> the minister .can cpjoaoHu- 
liicate bis imese^g^ k a manner level 4o the 
meane^st capacity ; 4^e way, uvitbcMit the lemi 
iodignity to bioi^elf or Ib^B ordiaapce, repeat 
the eaine tr^tb ^g^iB upd ag^in ; be may 
vary bis ei^pression and impart Ibe §ame 
iBentiinent in different language, &o tbat 
none can fnisuj^derstand ; b^ can bring tbe 
message bonie ioimediately to the coeh 
science, and has thus a greater opportunity 
of instructing the ignorant, of rousing the 
attention of the secure, of stripping the 
mask from the hypocrite, of ansivering the 
objections of opposers, and of solving th^ 
doubts and animating the hopes of inquir- 
ing souls. It was probably in this exercise 
that Paul was occupied towards the conclu- 
sion of his ministry at Rome. He is repre- 
sented by the sacred historian as *^ dwelling 
in his own hired house, and receiving all that 
came to him, teaching those things which 
concern our Lord Jesus Christ." And in 
his departure from Ephesus he appeals to 
the elders of that church, that he " had kept 
nothing back, but had taught them publicly 
and from house to bouse." 

Diligence in catechising "the flocks, over 
which the Holy Ghost hath made us over- 
seers," is thus an important part of minister 
rial labor; a service sanctioned by the ex- 
ample of apostles, and of those who have 
imbibed most liberally the spirit of apostles 
in different ages of the church : " Wherefore 
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boly brethren, partaters of the heavenly 
calling/' I would einbrace this public, in- 
terestiog ocpasion for impressing not mere- 
ly yon, but inore especially my own soul with 
the importance of thiii duty : JLet us hear it 
enforced in the very language of three of 
the iioliest men, and roost laborious, suc- 
cessful ministers of the periodsin which they 
respectively lived ; men ** whose praise ii 
in all the churches,*' Qud will flourish iu th^ 
church while the church flourishes in the 
world, " Ministers of the gospel," oiie* of 
them expostulates, "think not that all yojir 
work is in your studies and pulpils ; you 
are shepherds and must know eyery sheep, 
and mark their straying, «nd help to bring 
them home : Learn of Paul oot only to 
** teach your peopb publicly, but from 
house to house ;" inquire how they grow 
in knowledge and holiness, and on what 
they build their hopes for salvation ; see 
whether they worship God in their families, 
and teach them how to do it^" A secondf 
remarks, " prudence will direct us to lay a 
good foundation of knowledge by catechis- 
ing our people, and instructing them in the 
principles of chjistianity, without which our 
labors will be in vain. This is " the master 
piece of a Master builder.'' You can ne- 
ver adopt a better plan for securing success 
to your labors than the fruitful way afca« 
techising. What age ever produced more 

♦ Baxtssi^s Saint's Best, p. IQ^h 
I Tu^rxua Evang^clical Pastor. 
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lively and steadfast christians than tlie first 
ages ? and then the care of this duty most 
eminently flourished m the churches- Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus, Origen, Optatus, Ba- 
zil, Austin, and Ambrose, were all cate- 
chists/' A thirdj remarks, and it adds pe- 
culiar force to his observations on this sub- 
ject that they were among his last expres- 
sions, uttered in the prospect of a speedy 
and solemn appearance at the judgment seat 
of his Lord, " I lament that I have not at- 
tended more freq[uently societies for pray- 
er, and that I have not been mote diligent in 
cate'chising children in my congregation^ I 
am persuaded that these exercises are some 
of the best which ministers can use for pro- 
moting the welfare of souls, and it would bo 
happy for the church rf the zeal and care of 
her ministers were more exercised about 
these things."' 

4, We ought to labor by going abroad as 
opportunity is afforded^ and conveying the 
message of salvation to those who are" des- 
titute* It is readily acknowledged that 
when a minister is ordained to the pastoral 
care of a particular congregation, among 
them his time and talents ought principally 
to be employed.. They are a charge im- 
mediately committed to him by " the Great 
Shepherd ;" at his hand their souls will be 
required, and consequently for their salva- 
tion his jproycr^, his tears, his rvatchhigSy his 

* The posthumous works of Mr. Bbo wv, a late professor «^f 
«UvitUty in Scotland. 



fastings ottght chiefly lo be devoted. Yet 
his labors are not exclusively to be occupi- 
ed among them. Although he is ordained 
the pastor of a particular church he does not 
cease to be a minister of the church univer- 
sal, and the latter still possesses a claim to 
a portion of his labors, as circumstances^d- 
rait. Wherever, therefore, a field unoccu- 
pied may appear within his reach, there the 
spiritual sower ought readily to enter, throw- 
ing around him the "incorruptible seed of 
the word." Our commission not only au- 
thorizes, but obliges us " to preach the go«h 
pel to every creature ; to be instant in sea*- 
ion and out of season, to go out into tlie 
highways and hedges compelling them to 
come in to the feast of the gospel.'* This 
practice may be derided by some as " me- 
thodism,'' and "enthusiasm." Would to 
God that such" methodism,'* such " entbijr 
ftiasm" was more fashionable among us. 
Our Master would be more glorified ; the 
boundaries of his church more enlarged j 
the triumphs of his cross more multiplied, 
and our own glory and joy more advanced. 
Besides, did not the compassionate .Tesus 
^^ go about doing good ?" Did he not feel 
constrained ** to pass through Samaria" that 
he might instruct a solitary woman ? Did 
not Paul consider himself a " debtor to the 
Greeks and the barbarians ; to the wise and 
the unwise, longing to impart some spiritual 
gift ? Did not Philip the evangelist travel a 
considerable journey, that he might teach a 
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tingle Ethiopian in the method of salvation? 
and in bisreturn " did he not preach in all 
the villages whither be went ?'' This is a du- 
ty peculiarly incumbent on us, because 
perhaps there is not a part of the globe 
where itinerant labors may be performed 
with more ease, or greater probability of 
success than in the country where we reside. 
" Lift up your eyes,*' fellow laborers, and 
behold on the east, and the west, and the 
north, what an extensive, almost unbounded 
field opens to our viewer "Afield while already 
to harvest*" The inhabitants of our new 
settlements use the same language with 
ourselves, therefore the road to their in- 
struction is more open ; they are generally 
inquiring after the truth, and ready to em- 
brace with open arms and affectionate hearts 
those who appear to commuoicatfe among 
them the knowledge of salvation. " How 
beautiful upon their mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings ; that 
publisheth peace ; that bringeth good ti- 
dings of good; that puhlisheth salvation!" 
Rarely have I enjoyed happier days than in 
my occasional excursions tbrousfh those un- 
cultivated regions: Marelv have I felt areat- 
er freedom of utterance, or greater eleva- 
tion of soul than in " preaching" among 
their desolate inhabitants " the unsearcha- 
ble riches of Christ." All the toil to be 
undergone in travelling from place to place, 
and the little inconvenience arising from 
want of suitable accommodations are re- 
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warded a Ibousand fold by that affection 
which is expressed for the person, and that 
attention which is paid to the ministrations 
of the messenger of peace : Rarely have I 
witnessed greater eagerness in crowding to 
the ordinances of grace, more solemn, silent 
attention, deeper awakenings of conscience, 
or more tender meltings of heart under the 
message of reconciliation than in my itiner- 
ant labors through the frontier settlements. 
Every hearer apparently hangs upon the 
lips of the spealcer, eager to catch the word 
of life as it is uttered. The standard of the 
cross is rarely erected among them, and all 
are seemingly anxious to press to it ; the ti- 
dings of salvation seldom resoimd through 
their abodes, and are therefore heard with 
greater transports of gratitude and joy. O 
brethren, had we been more " zealous for 
the Lord God of hosts," and more solicitous 
about the souls of men, our labors . might 
have been " much more abundant" both at 
home and abroad ; Our particular " vine- 
yards might have been better cultivated," 
and " the wilderness," through our means, 
have become " fair as Eden, and fruitful as 
the garden of the Lord." 

Such are the duties incumbent upon us as 
" servants of the Most High God," and 
while we contemplate their variety, their 
arduousness, we may reasonably ask, " who 
is sufficient for these things ?*' To mention 
some considerations which may tend to en- 
courage was the second branch of our dis- 
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course ; and to this your attention is now 
invited^ 

1. We may derive encouragenaent from 
the infinitude of our Master's fulness^ and 
the repeated assurances that he is ever ready 
to communicate. "In him/' the Mediator 
of the covenant^ " it hath pleased the Fath- 
er that all fullness should dwell," and, 
thanks be to his name, as duty is arduous 
this grace will be imparted. Are we igno- 
rant incapable of exploring the windings of 
the human heart, or exhibitinsr the myste- 
ries of redemption with that skill which ap- 
pears requisite for ensuring success? "He 
possesses all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge ;" and to them who humbly de- 
pend on his teaching he will impart a meas- 
ure of knowledge proportioned to the work 
allotted for them. Are we weak in body ? 
are our feeble frames, " through their often 
infirmities,*' ready to sink beneath the pres- 
sure of public and private duty ? Jesus whom 
we serve, is Jehovah, " who fainteth not, 
neither is weary" by any possible exertion, 
and his omnipotence is pledged for our sup- 
port : Amidst all those discouragements 
which can arise from the frailty of the flesh, 
and fatigue in the discharge of duty, be 
meets us with that reviving interrogatory, 
'^ hast thou not known ? hast thou not heard ? 
hath it not been told thee from the begin- 
ning ? hast thou not the testimony of apos* 
ties, of martyrs, of reformers, of my faithful 
followers in every preceding generation. 
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that the everlasting God, the Lord faintetJl 
not, neither is weary ; that he giveth powei!' 
to the faint, and to them that have no might 
he increaseth strength ;" and thousands from 
their own experience can attest the truth of 
"these promises. " Out of weakness they 
have often become" sensibly "strong:'* 
"When they have ascended the pulpit, or 
gone abroad " in their labors of love,*' tot- 
tering through bodily frailty, or trembling 
through a consciousness of inward insuffici- 
ency, strength has been almost miraculous- 
ly imparted ; they have been enabled to 
perform the service in a manner most hon- 
orable to themselves, and acceptable and 
edifying to others. Read, " ye ministers of 
our God,'^ read in the hour of despondency^ 
the'golden: legend of those who have gone 
before us in the labors of the gospel, and 
their triumphs in all difficulty by strength, 
communicated from Jesus Jehovah their liv- 
ing head ; Read the history of Gideon, and 
of Barak, and of Sampson, and of Jepthae ; 
of David also, of Samuel, and of the pro- 
phets ; who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens/* Are we occasion- 
ally discouraged from an impression that 
- imperfection attends our best services ; that 
we neither study^ nor pray, norpreach witii 

TOL, 4% 2 i> 
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ati earnestness and solemnity becomlhg otrr 
•sacred function ? Jesus, by whom we ^re 
called to the oflBce, is *^ Jehovah oiir right- 
eousness and advocate j^ \m Wood is ever- 
lastingly meritorious for ihe remission of 
all our failures, «nd ;be ever lives, ever in- 
tercedes to make the application of these 
merits : Does joy frequently depart from 
our hearts, and sleep from our eyes through 
the melancholy apprehension ihat ** Israel 
is not gathered by our'tnistfi)^ ; " diat we arie 
laboring in vain, and spending our strength 
for nought and in Tain?'^ Jesus, in whosfe 
service we are employed, is a "most merci- 
ful and fkithful High Priest :" He knows by 
experience the bitterness of ** laboring in 
vain," and is infinitely compassionate 1© 
'fi3nnpathize in all our sorrows : Our teais 
may not soften the obdurate hearts of oik 
bearers, yet they are carefully numbered 
by Hiin, and " laid np in his bottle:" Tbe 
-sighs which often beave our bosoms ma^ 
not produce in them one pang of reilfior^^ 
one emotion of sorrow; yet they errterlhe 
ears of otir divinely compassionate Lord : 
Our most pointed admonitions, and &£bc- 
tionate entreaties may rebound back like 
arrows from the \^all of adamant, y^ "they 
^re graven as with a penofirbt^ end the 
point of a diamond** in his heart for 'even 

2. We may deKve Encouragement :frcitii 
the assurance of'succd^s' to accompany d«: 
labors, ilarely,^ perhaps never, iis thetip- 
irighiy "fiiitbtul servant of itbesarietiifary likt 
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without some fruits of bis. ministry^ either 
in one period of his life or another. Every 
particle of grain, which the natural husband-, 
man deposits in the earth, may not spring 
up and bear fruit,, and sometimes the whole 
field may be apparently blasted ; yet these 
instances are rare^ and out of the ordinary 
course. The husbandman who is industj i- 
eus and prudent is usually prosperous. He 
V^ho is careful to* prepare the soil ; who en- 
deavors to put iii the best seed in the best 
season is, for the most part, rewarded with a 
liberal harvest.. As it is with the natural, 
it is usually with the spiritual husbandnlan.^ 
The servant of Jesus, who is " in labors 
more abundant ;" most diligent in his stu- 
dies, trying to find out the most seasonable; 

feuths, ana the most acceptable words for 
conveying them ; most circumspect in his 
private walk *^ that the ministry be not bla- 
med ;" most vigilant in promoting the spiri- 
tual interests of his flock, watching over 
each family and individual as one who ex- 
pects " to give account ;*' most importunate 
in prayer to the^oly Ghost for his blessing 
on every administration, is ordinarily the 
most abundant in success. " The word of 
the Lord,'' thus honestly dispensed " rarely 
returns altogether void,**but is accompanied 
with some happy efleci either for conver- 
sion or edification. Perhaps our labors are 
much more successful than we generally ap« 
prebend. Our message is probably eflectu-' 
al for imparting light to those wbo complain. 
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of spiritual darkness ; for animating some 
-who endure a " fiery conflict'* with their 
own corruptions ; for ministering consola- 
tion to some broken, disconsolate bearer ; 
for supporting the weak and establishing 
the wavering, in a thousand instances of 
which we shall receive no intimation until 
it is told us in the region of glory. So hiti- 
mate is the connexion between appropriate 
means and the end, that the establishment of 
a faithful ministry in a congregation is a 
certain pledge that there are souls to be sav- 
ed there. The Apostles were thus enjoin- 
ed to remain in Corinth, " for," saith Jeho- 
Tab, " I have much pefople in this city." 

3. We may derive encouragement from 
Ahe prospect of an unutterab lej^eternal re- 
»ward in the world to come^ DTTT^ C61ide- 
seending Lord, who knows the difficulty of 
lOur work, and the numerous discourage^ 
^inents to which we are exposed, animates ijs 
to persevere by the promise of " glory, a 
weight of glory, an exceeding and eternal 
Ifveight of glory : a glory" to be enhanced 
by all the toil, and poverty, and suffering 
which we now endure " for his sake.'* Al- 
though he has promised a heaven of bles« 
sedness to all his followers; a crown to eve- 
ry " soldier who overcomes, and an inheri- 
tance" for all who are heirs by adopting 
grace, yet he reserves a brighter crown, and 
a larger inheritance for those who disinter- 
estedly serve him in the work of the gospel. 
.While " they that be wise shall shine as the 



Brigbibess of t%e firmameiit> tiiey Uiat i^n^ 
many to righteousness shall shine as the^ 
i^ARs for ever and ever." 

Fathers and brethren^ are we occasional^ 
ly borne down by the pressure of arduous^, 
and complieated duties } do we feel 'Mnucb 
study to prov€ a weariness to the flesh/* 
and become impatient under this part of 
imnisterial labor ? Is our love olten rewitrd*? 
ed with ingratitude, and are we ready to 
relax our diligence^ in well doing?" Doojxh 
ed perhaps to poverty of outward condition* 
or embarrassed unavoidiably with the cares 
ef life are we tempted to behold with an en« 
yious eye others living in ease, and rolling 
in all the affluence of the world ? Amidst 
these trying discouraging circumstances- 
lift up your eyes>^ and contemplate those 
glories which shall hereafter be revealed; 
realize that public, honorable testimony 
tvhich will'be gjiVen to all your fidelity and- 
zeal in the hour of retribution. Inciting . 
}fou to a station on bis right hand, the judge 
will mention openly all the fatigue to which 
you now submit, and the efforts which you 
now make for the adTaucement of his inters- 
^st ; after he has taken a- minute survey of 
all your prayers^ your tears, your anxietiest 
your exertions for the spread of his gospel 
and the promotion of his glory ; after be has 
related these to his Father^ and attending, 
angels, he will announce with an air of a^ 
lection neither to be described, nor conceive 
erd at present^, ^< Well don^^ good and Mthi» 

Tou 4. 2jb2 
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Tul «efrants : Te which have followed me in 
the regeneration! I appoint unto you a king-^ 
dom as my father hath appointed unto me." 
IVho would not run for. such a ** prize ?" 
.Who would not " strive for such a maste«^ 
ry ?" Who would not become *^ in labors 
fadre abundant" for the acquisition of such 
t ** palra^ a throne, a crown, a kingdom ?'^ 
Bci fencouraged, therefore, " holy brethren, 
to feed the flock of God, taking the over-' 
sight thereof, not by constraint, but willing^ 
3y ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
•nind," in the anticipation " that when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall re- 
ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not a- 
.•way/' 

Your own imaginations have probably^ 
suggested the most suitable application of 
this doctrine. 

1. May we not infer from this subject that 
an the ministerial office there is no room for 
{sloth or carnal indulgence ? Some have been 
induced to assume this awful station from 
the prospect of temporal ease, and gratifica^ 
tion. Too indolent to perform the duties 
of any other calling they have sought in the 
service of the altar a retreat from difficulty 
3ind toil. From such "apostles and pas* 
tors" may the Lord God, in lender mercy, 
preserve his church; men who have not d< 
Jiberately " counted the cost" and who ar 
Bot therefore prepared " to spend and b 
«pent" in the arduous, interesting work. 
Jiay from such " apostles and pastors" mj 



the Lord in mercy preserve his church, be- 
cause an indolent, unqualified, unconscien- 
tious ministry should be deprecated as her 
greatest curse : It almost necessarily diffu^. 
sea the contagion of spiritual disease and. 
death wherever its influence extends. Be- 
sides, the very nature of this office ; the va- 
riety of duties enjoined on those who em-; 
bark in it, and the names by which they are 
uniformly distinguished in scripture all u- 
Bite in exposing thepresumptuousness, and 
infatuation of such imposters*. Are they 
not called " stewards," to shew that they 
should be always ready to wait ^^ upon the 
household of God,'^ imparting "milk to the 
spiritual babe, and strong meat to those who 
bave attained to the stature of men?" Are 
they not designated " laborers, and laborers 
even in harvest," a season in which the most 
ardent, unremitting industry, is expected ? 
Are they not denominated ''workmen,'* 
yea, **workcrs^ together with God, who 
neither slumbers nor sleeps?" Are they not 
characterised " overseers and watchmen," 
to instruct us that their eyes should be al- 
ways open, their attention ever awake to 
the spiritual interests of the flock commit- 
ted to their care ? Are they not exhibited 
in scripture under the emblem of " stars," 
to intimate that they should be always re- ^ 
volving in their orbits, and still shining as 
they roll along ? What is the history of a 
Paul, a Peter, and the other apostles but a 
history of their " travels, their watchings. 
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tfaenr fastings, their perils by sea and hy 
land/' their zeal in public instructing the 
multitude, or their fervor in secret nrrest*- 
ling with the Holy Ghost for his blessing on 
their labours ? " The minister of the sanctu-^ 
ary," if actuated by the spirit of bis office, 
may find employment for every moment of 
his^time in discharging the different duties 
of his calling- IJf o vigor of body is raore^ 
than sufficient to bear up under those exer^^ 
lions which he is occasionally called ta* 
make. No learning can be too various, toa 
profound for understanding and illustrating, 
mall its connexions, the vast scheme of 
revelation ; tliai which first dawned in para* 
dise : which shone with increasing lustre^ 
during the age of patiiarchs and prophets ; 
which burst forth with still greater glory 
at the birth and death, more especially at 
the resurrection and ascension of our blessed 
Lord ; which will be raceiving additional 
evidence from every movement of divine 
providence untile* the mystery of God is 
fully finished'' at the consummation of aH 
things : No application to study can be too 
patient, too persevering for bringing out of 
the sacred " treasure," from sat^ath to 
sabbath, " things new and old*^ f«r the use 
of the spiritual family. How explicit, 
therefore, how awful is the admonition of 
Paul to Timothy is son ? " I charge thee be- 
fore God and the Lord Jesus Christ, iirho 
shall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
pearing, and his kingdom : Preach the word^ 
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be instant in season^ out of season ; Watch 
thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist/' 

2. Are we not reproved by this example 
of the great apostle, for our own indolence 
and unprofitableness as "laborers in the 
vineyard of the Lord of Hosts V When we 
realize the solemnity of our station; when 
we consider the duties which we ought to 
have performed, and which, by a becoming 
diligence in our callings, we might have per- 
formed, must we not acknowledge that we 
fall infinitely short? Have we labored iii 
our closets, and endeavx)red by reading and 
meditation to acquire that knowledge which 
is requisite for the responsible and profita- 
ble disch€trget)f T>nr imnistry^? ' Have we di- 
ligently cultivated our graces ; aspiring af- 
ter higher attainments in laitb, in love, in 
humility, in hope, in tenderness for the souls 
of men, and in zeal for our Master's glory T 
Have not many hours been unnecessarily 
spent in conversation with our families; or 
in the society of our friends, which we might 
have usefully employed, examining our own 
hearts, or pleading with the Divine Spirit 
for wisdom to deal successfully with the 
hearts of others, or in searching the sacrecl 
oracles to learn, by a comparison of scrip- 
ture with scripture, " how to divide aright 
the word of truth, and give to all their por- 
tion of meat in due season V Have we pro- 
ceeded from the labors of the cIo?et to the 
pulpit " in the fulness of the blessing of the 



34e 

gospel of Christ, regardless of every othec 
eoDsideration than the salvation of our bea^? 
ers? Have we, as leisure was afforded, gone 
abroad from settlement to settlement, dis- 
pensing the bread of life to those who were 
languishing with spiritual hunger? Ah, bre- 
thren, it may be our shame now, and if soiv 
row could mingle with the joys of paradise^ 
it must be our sorrow there, that we are so 
indifferent in performing the duties of a sta- 
tion the most interesting and responsible in 
which mortals can be placed. Men are not 
inactive or unconcerned in the other occu- 
pations of life. The patriot does not slum- 
ber wken the rights of his country are in- 
Taded: He rises "from his bed of ivory,'* 
he girds on his armor, he s^riSces h^ o^j^o* 
case, he hazards bis own life in avenging 
her wrongs. What oceans have not been 
navigated ; what countries have not been 
explored ; what toil has not been endured ; 
what dangers have not been encountered by 
"the children of this world'' in the pursuit 
of their favorite objects ! NoW;, we. see them 
burning beneath a southern sun, again, shiv* 
ering in tho frozen regions of the north for 
the acquisition of the bubble of earthly ho- 
nor ©r gain ; a bubble which vanishes as it 
is grasped, and eludes their fond expecta- 
tions; and yet can we be indolent or indif- 
ferent in a cause in which the honor of our 
Master^ the salvation of our brethren by na- 
ture, and our own felicity and glory for 
eternity are immedialely involved ? Me- 
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iiiinks I seethe condesciending Saviour poin- 
ting to the vnaiiger where he lay, shut -out 
from the abodes of raes, " to the wilderness 
•where he was an hungred, to the garden'* 
where he bled, to the crbss on which he expir- 
ed, and then asking, ** is such your kindness 
to your Friend ? Do you thus requite your 
compassionate, dying Lord ? Do you believe 
ih^i you were redeemed froih eternal wrath, and 
-rendered heirs of eternal glory, "'not by sil- 
ver or gold, but by ray precious blood," and 
yet are you slothful in rhy service?'* For 
my own part, I never survey the months 
and years of my life that are past without 
the most profound humiliation and regret : 
flow much might I have done for my own 
'SDulj and for the souls of others, in moments 
-which have be^ wasted in idleness, or in 
pursuits not imonediately connected With 
my office as a servant of Jesus Christ. 

Men, hreihreuy criid/a/Aers—-" The night 
is far spent;" by all, therefore, that is so* 
lemn in our ministerial vocation ; by all 
that is interesting in the glory of that Jesus 
which we are appointed to promote ; by all 
4hat is precious in the souls of fell6w-im- 
mortals which we are set apart as the instru- 
rmetits ^f living ; by all tbat is august and 
elevating in those rewards of biessedneis 
-and honor which await the faithful sermnt 
^f the croias; by all that is awful in the an- 
Iticipation of being rejected a« "unprofita- 
ble stewards," and having the "blood df 
^hei^ -required ^t oiir haiids/' let us ' tfan. 
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day be admonished ''to lay aside every 
weight/' whatever might imbarrass in the 
discharge of duty, and aim at imitating the 
illustrious example which the text presents 
to our view. " By the grace of God this 
great apostle was what he was/' and the 
same grace is vls plenteotis in our day, as it 
was in bis : it is no less free for us» than for 
him. " He was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, an injurious person, but he ob- 
tained mercy" for himself and was employ- 
ed for bringing others to a participation of 
the same mercy, why then may not we ask 
and receive from the same unexhausted 
treasure ? Like him " let us live by the faith 
of the Son of God, receiving from his medi* 
atorial " fulness" the necessary " supply 
of every grace,'' and like him let us conse- 
crate all our talents to the advantage of the 
" spiritual household." Our ministerial gifts 
will be always expanding and improving as 
they are employed. " To every one that 
hath shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundantly." He who faithfully occupies 
the talent, already possessed, shall have his 
taUnt increased. It is almost incredible to 
what a pi^e^minence of usefulness many 
have attained in the christian churchy whose 
bodily constitutions were slender^ whose 
iBtellectual powers were by no . means ex- 
traordinary, and whose local situation was 
rather unfavorable for the cultivation of 
these powers. They have reached an ele- 
vation of rank, amopg the followers; of the 
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Lamb, little inferior to that of reformers anfl 
inartyrs. Wbeti we contemplate the active 
services of many in modern times, the la- 
bors of a Baxter, a Boston, a Brown, a 
Doddridge, an Edwards, an Elliot in visit- 
ing the sick, in " exhorting from house to 
house^ in preaching the gospel through 
the week, and on the Sabbath> we are rea- 
dy to conjecture that they were f arely in 
their studies, and when we take a review of 
the books which they have written, their 
number and excelience* we are ready to 
conclude that they were rarely out of tberfti 
All this pre-eminence of respectabilityii^ 
Usefulness they attained by frugally colfeDt^ 
* ing every fragment of their time> and hum* 
bly depending on the Holy Ghost for his in- 
fluences to enlighten, and sanctify^ and stip-* 
porti These illustrious personages^ " al- 
though dead, yet speak'' by their example^ 
and could they address us this day from their 
mansions in glory, they would expostulate 
with us to shake off our lethargy, "to gird 
on the armor of light,'* and become more 
" valiant for the Lord God of hosts, and for 
our generation*" 

Brethren, the period itt which we live is 
peculiarly eventful ; but although the move* 
ments of divine providence are ominous^ 
and, in some respects, awful, yet a thousand 
considerations rush upon our minds animal-* 
ing us to a holy zeal in the '' labors of the 
gospel. Ancient predictions are receiving 
a rapid and glorious accompltsbment in the 

Tot. 4.. 2 ir 
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enlargement c^f Messiah's k?ngdOnif. hook 
around, and behold how ''the desert has 
blossomed" within our own recollection, and 
under our own eyes ; and " the wilderness^'* 
lately barren and dreary, is now waving 
with a profusion of golden fruit ! New con- 
gregations are frequently formed in almost 
every direction ; and, by a liberal supply 
of the Spirit of our ascended Lord, many of 
them are furnished with an evangelic, em 
lightened, laborious minis^try^ Do I not 
speak in moderation when I mention, that 
IHifcithousand instances in the n^ortbern and 
iKf^tern parts of this state, and of a neigh- 
boring state, the very places where stood 
the hut of the Indian, are now consecrated 
by temples to the living God ; teihples crow-- 
ded wJth peaceful, spiritual worshippers, and 
the howl of savage beasts, and the war-hoop 
of more savage men are succeeded by 
*^ song& of solvation, eveu praises to our 
God ?" How rapidly is^ divine grace raui* 
tiplying her trophies^ m other parts of the 
globe 1 Whfle the Lord God, ki a manner 
unusually awfi^l, ^ is shaking the nationir„ 
the desire of all nations is visibly coming" 
in the wider ^xten^i^n of his^ kingdom, and 
the more luminous displays of his gltiry. 
Scarcely does a week revolve without brings 
ing the intelligence of some other missiona^ 
ry field explored, anid some other sociiety 
organized for conveying "the testioiony of 
Jesus" to nations which hate neither *' heard 
Wa fame, nor seen his glory/* Lo ! the an* 



gel, foretold by the lip of aricien* proplieQjr) 
l;a$ reached ** tlie naidst of heaven, harifig 
the everla^tiijg gospel to preach to every '-^ 
kindred^ and t^ague, and people ;'' and I see 
the apparently impenetrable gloom which 
had long enveloped the nations gradually 
breaking, and receding before « its celestial 
light : I i^e the abject African, who had 
been formerly the sport of oppression, now 
swelling beyond the chain which galled WiKn^ 
and leaping, and exulting <' in ihd glorious 
liberty of the sons of God -^ I see the for- 
lorn, cheerless Icelander, remote in the re- 
gions of the north, almost a stranger to the 
heat of the natural sun, now basking be- 
neath the more genial, fostering rays of 
** the sun of rigtleousness :'^T see tbe ruth- 
less, wandering Arab arrested by the mes- 
senger of peace, and refreshed, on his burn- 
ing sands, <^with that river which makes 
glad the city of God," those living ** streams 
of which they who" participate *^ shall thiist 
no more :" I see the stupid, sottish Hindoo, 
although a stranger to all the learning and 
refinements of this world, " made wise unto 
salvation through Jesus Christ," and pre- 
paring '' to shine as the brightness of the 
firmament for ever and ever :" I see some 
rude idolater of almost every clime, rising 
from his fancied god, which he bad ignorant- 
ly worship jped, and doing homage to Jeho- 
rah the only Creator and Lord : I see, in 
the conversion of a Sabai and Abdallah, 
*^ the first fruits" of the long deluded vota- 
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ries of Mahomed "to Jesus of Nazaretfc,^ 
the true prophet and Saviour of the world, 
and in the " martyred blood" of the latter I 
realize a seed for the christian church more 
numerous than the stars of heaven : I see, 
in the anxiety of the Eastern Jews, their 
eager research into ancient prophesy, a pre- 
cious presage that while the Gentiles " from 
the East, and from the West, and from the 
North, and from the South are pressing into 
the kingdom of God," the period is at hand 
^* when all Israel shall also be saved : Sing 
unto the Lord a new song, and bis praise 
from the end of the earth ; the isles and the 
inhabitants thereof: Let the wilderness, and 
the cities thereof lift ug their voice, the viU 
lages that Kedar doth inhabit; let the in* 
habitant of the rock sing, let them shout 
from the top of the mountains. For behold,* 
the Lord hath made bare his holy arm in 
the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends 
of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God." What eye does not sparkle with joy- 
at the elevating scene ? What bosom does 
not kindle with an ardor inextinguishable' 
to aid in carrying on the important work ? 
Whose gold and whose silver will not flow 
in the execution of any scheme, the result 
of which may probably be another source 
of glory to God, of exultation to angels, 
and salvation to millions of mankind who 
are yet unborn ? " Ye servants of the most 
high God,'^ who are now invading the emr 
pire of darkness in different and distftnt pa« 
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lions, edl hail. Although " we are absent 
from you in body, we are present in spirit,'* 
«n(i at every step that " the ark of the cov- 
enant'* advances through your exertions we 
unite our acclamation with vours, hither- 

TO HATH THE LoRD HELPED. We aCCOmpa- 

ny you with our prayers night and day, that 
the Redeeming Angel may protect your 
persons, may give efficacy to your admin- 
istrations, may cheer you, in the hour of 
conflict and peril, with his rich consolations, 
and enable you ultimately* to " overcome 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of your testimony :" With a heroism worthy 
of the Captain whom you serve, and the 
pause in which you are embarked, go on, 
in the sacred warfare, ** conquering anti to- 
conquer, until you have borne the standard 
of the crogs in triumph around the globe : 
With the angel's ecstacy, reiterate in every 
region under heaven the message announc- 
ed by the angel to the shepherds on the 
plains of Bethlehem, " Behold, we bring 
you good tidings of great joy which shall 
be unto all people ; For unto you is born 
in the city of David, a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. Publish to the most rude, 
the most remote inhabitant of the earth, the 
reviving record, that " Jesus of Nazareth is 
a PROPITIATION — for the sins of the whole 
vroRLD.*' . - 

When I look around this vast assembly ; 
hundreds of whom I never saw before, and 
nvhom it may be, I shall never see on earth 
pgain, " ipy spiritti? moved" with the most 
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iender fioJicitude about their eternal destiny, 
1 am irresistibly borne forward in imagina- 
tion to that occasion^wben we must stand to- 
gether at the ** judgment-seat" of our com- 
mon Lord, and I feel anxious for the statioq 
which each of you 3bali occupy in that 
dreadful, decisive hour. Dare I entertain, 
shall I entertain the pleasing hope of be* 
holding you all placed on the right hand of 
the Judge, clothed in the Rowing robes of 
his righteousness, shining in the beauties of 
holiness, carrying ** palms in your hands,'^ 
wearing " crowns upon your heads/* and 
invited with angels and arch-angels to the 
possession " of his everlasting kingdona/* 
Ah ! are there not some ; have we not rea- 
son 4o^ apprehend that there are many pres- 
ent who " have neither part nor lot" in that 
inheritance? Who have never undergone 
that change of heart, ^^ that washing pf re* 
generation* that renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, witiiout which no man can see the 
Lord." Although the influence of the Di'^ 
vine Spirit have recently descended in lib* 
eral showers on various towns around, and 
apparently on many in this town, they have 
not descended on them. Would io God^ 
that their eyes were opened to behold that 
sword of indignation which hang« unsbeat^ 
ed over their heads, and the horrors of th 
wrath to which they are exposed by trani 
gression. Would to God, that they wer 
enabled by faith to discover " that city o 
refuge" which is revealed in the gospel, ani 
which all who enter ars eternally saife,'- 
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Most willingly I embrace this opportunity 
" of espousing them all to one Husband,'* 
even Jesua the infinite surety, that liereafter 
they may stand before the presence of hh 
glory with exceeding joy. Behold, I bring 
near his righteousness, and offer it for your 
immediate, unconditional reception, and a^ 
you consult your eternal welfare, put on 
without delay, put on with all affection ^* thi*3 
garment of salvation." Clothed with this 
immaculate, infinitely precious robe you 
shall be accepted now, and saved for even 
^* He that believeth oik (he Son bath ever- 
lasting life." How truly gracious the term, 
«' believing on the Son,'' embracing his 
righteousness, submitting to his sceptre, re- 
lying on his atoning sacrifice for the reiuisH 
sion of all offences, trusting to bis covenant 
faithfulness, for the accomplishment of eve- 
ry promise ; " He who thus believeth oti the 
Son bath eternal life ;'* he receives thie tillfe 
in his immediate adoption ; be is con^titu^ 
ted;in the very nloment of" his believing,** 
he is constituted " an heir of God, and a 
joint heir with Jesus'*^ the Mediator to all 
the blessings of grace and glory. As your 
brother by nature, your fellow-sinner by 
departing from the living God, let me ex- 
postulate with you to acquiesce in this plan 
of redemption. Do you eitpect, can you 
ask salvation by any schema niore eligible ; 
8 scheme more acceptable to the Father 
who <>rdained it, to the Son who accom" 
plished it, to the Spirit of grace who applies 
it^ or more appropriate to your own circum- 
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stances as sinners who have forfeited every 
claim to the mercy of God ? " Choose you 
this day" on what terms you will transact 
with a holy, righteous, offended Sovereign. 
Will you throw down the weapons of your 
hostilities, and accept of Jesus in whom 
*^ Jehovah is reconciled ?" or consulting the 
damning suggestions of proud, impious, in- 
fatuated reason will yon carry on the war- 
fare, and rush deliberately "on the thick 
bosses of his buckler ? We are ambassadors 
for Christ,'' and wait to know the issue of our 
embassy: We wait to know whether the 
termsof negoclationare acceptable : Wheth- 
er the overtures of grace proposed on the 
partof heaven are acceded to, and ratified 
on your part. Were all the strangers to 
the covenant who are present ; were twen- 
ty ; was only one persuaded to jfcdept of 
Jesus Christ for " righteousness and salva- 
tion," how joyful would be thia occasion ! 
Some attending angel would speedily pon- 
Tey the intelligence to the hosts above : 
Then all the angels of God would clap 
their wings, and they in concert, with " the 
spirits of just men" before the throne burst 
forth in one universal, rapturous acclama* 
tion, let us " make merry and be glad :*' For 
such a sinner in yonder sanctuary " was 
dead, and is alive again ; and was lost and 
is found." 

" Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from 
everlasting to everlasting ; and let all the 
people say, Amen, prake ye the Lord/* 
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LIFE AND IMMORTALITY, &c. 



2 TIMOTHY, I. 10. 



JVho — hath brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. 

" LIGHT is sweet, and it is a plea- 
sant thing for the eye to behold the sun.'* 
How agreeable, how exhilirating to us, af- 
ter being enveloped for hours in the gloom of 
the night, is the first perceivable dawn of the 
morning, when the prince of day rises in 
the east diffusing light and joy over the na- 
tural world ! Innumerable objects, which 
were formerly concealed, are then brought 
obviously to view, and we are aided in the 
prosecution of our various employments. 
The natural light, therefore, which is so 
pleasant and profitable to us as men ; which 
cheers the eye of the beholder ; which 
brings to view objects formerly veiled in 
darkness, and directs us in our ordinary 
pursuits, is fitly and frequently employed 
as an emblem of divine revelation. " Thy 
word," says tlie royal poet, adoring his 
God for this light which has beamed on our 
^^•^ightcd world, "thy word is a lamp unto 
feet, and a light unto my path';'* and an 
^stle, alluding to the same heavenly ora- 
, declares, " we have a more sure word of 
)phesy, whereunto ye do well that ye 
:p hped, as unto a light shining in a dark 



place, until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts." As the natural light 
is grateful to the eye of the'body, this celes- 
tial lamp imparts joy to Ihe intellectual eye ; 
by it also doctrines the most interesting in 
I elation to the perfections of Jehovah, to 
the mediation of Jesus, and to the future 
destinies of men, which must otherwise 
have remained in impenetrable darkness, 
are luminously revealed. " He hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the 
gospel." 

The life here mentioned by the apostle, 
does not signify merely a future, never end- 
ing existence. An eternal duration, unless 
connected with circumstances of happiness 
and glory, would be an object of dislike ra- 
ther than of desire : The human mind ne- 
cessarily recoils at the thought, as we star- 
tle back from a gulph to which we can dis- 
cover neither bottom nor bonnds : They 
who have perished without hope have the 
prospect of an immortal existence, but this 
prospect, instead of soothing their anguish, 
inconceivably augments it, and throws a 
deeper shade over the blackness of their 
darkness. The life mentioned in our text 
implies not only a being which shall never 
end, but all that can render this being desi- 
rable, the immediate vision of God, his inti- 
mate, uninterrupted fruition, an exemption 
from every species of pain, and the posses- 
sion of all those pleasures, which our ever 
expanding powers are capable of enjoying. 



5 



The immorlalili/, or as it might be trans- 
lated, incorrupiion noticed by the apostle, 
relates immediately to the body, and expres- 
ses that perfection to which it will attain in 
its glorified state. Being redeemed in the 
present life from the demerit of sin, through 
the sacrifice and righteousness of Ihe incar- 
nate Jehovah, it will in the morning of the 
resurrection be redeemed from all the con- 
sequences of sin. Having then emerged 
from the bosom of corruption, it will no 
longer be subject eilher to dissolution or de- 
cay : Infirmities will not multiply upon 
the risen, glorified body with its advance- 
ment in age, as in the present, imperfect 
state ; but it will flourish for ever in all the 
vigour and gayety of i/outh ; of youth im- 
eontaminated, and unenfeebled by trans- 
gression.. " This corruption shall put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall put on 
immortality." 

This life and immoriaUti/, which the " gos- 
pel' brings 1o light," should not be under- 
stood as referring exclusively to a future 
state, or expressing the privileges of the 
redeemed in the world to come : They may 
also be considered as comprehending all that 
ispreparatory to that infinitely important re- 
It. Beneath <he benign effulgence of ce- 
jtial truth, we behold the building of nier- 
not only as completed in the heavenly 
rid, but we see the foundation laid in 
rnity past: Wc see the scaffolding erec- 
'. all the means by which tlie superstruc- 
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ture is carried on through every intervening; 
period of lime, and all the dispensations of 
the church until it is consummated in eter- 
nity to come. On all these interesting reali- 
ties the gosj)el has poured its radiance, and 
brought them clearly to human view. The 
eye, through the medium of evangelic 
light, may grasp, in its comprehensive 
range, the past, and the present, and the fu- 
ture; the whole scheme .of redemption in 
its origin, and progress, and consummation ; 
it can survey the whole plan as reflecting 
the highest glory on each attribute of Dei- 
ty, excitino; the astonishment of every or- 
(ler of holy intelligencies, and raising, from 
the lowest depths of degradation to the 
highest elevation of bliss, unnumbered mil- 
lions of the family of man. "Life and im- 
Luortalily," in their origin and issue, " are 
thus brought clearly to light through the 
go.'-jpel." 

- What are the great doctrines disclosed in 
divine revelation, and vvhat is imported in 
*' bringing them to light," are inquiries na- 
turally suggested in our text ; and their so-; 
lution is adapted to the occasion of our pre- 
sent meeting. 

Scarcely two years have elapsed since I 
commenced the discussion of this Fubject in 
tb.is church before the Northern Missionary 
Society : I rejoice in the opportunity of ap- . 
pearing an advocate for the destitute among- 
ourselves, and for the still more pitiable 
heathen, by resuming the same subject be- 
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fore the Bible Society. The. objects of* 
both associations are substantially the same :. 
The one contemplates the glory of Messiah 
in the extension of his kingdom by the gos- 
pel ready the other by the gospel preached: 
Through the instrumentality of one society,, 
the celestial light beams on that eye which 
never saw his glory ; through the instru- 
mentality of the other, the *^ tidings of great 
joy" salute those earsv/hich never heard 
bis fame : and either ordinance, through the 
energies of Jehovah the Sanctifier, will- 
prove omnipotent for the conversion of the.^ 
soul to his grace. 

It was already noticed, that by the life 
and immortality/, wliich the scriptuies reveal, > 
we aie not to understand merely the consum- 
mation of the economy of grace, its ultimate 
design in the resurrection of the body and 
tlie felicities of the heavenly state ; but al^ 
so the various elementary parts of this plan, 
all that is preparatory to that sublime, in- 
teresting result. 

l.The gospel has brought to light the 

transactions of Jehovah from eternity past 

in relation to the recovery of man. Amidst 

the radiance of inspired truth "the council 

of peace" rises obviously before us, and 

see the coequal Three convened, devis- 

, and determining the restoration of our 

"n world: We see the volume of life 

.ad open, and the Father with his own 

id filling up its ample, mysterious pages : , 

" see him setting down at the head of this 
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10C01 el his own Son as the Representatire, 
unci afterwards entering the names of that nu- 
jneroiis olFspring whieli shall be brought to 
j^lory through the perfection of his suffer- 
ings. Each Divine Person then appears 
assuming his particular office in the econo- 
of grace, and undertakes to accomplish his 
proper work at the appointed time. Mov- 
ed by mercy pure, unsolicited, unmeriled, 
the Father ordains his beloved Son to be 
the Saviour of the world; promises to sup- 
port him ia the arduous work, and offers 
iiim millions of the human family as a re- 
ward for the degradation of Bethlehem, and 
the agonies of Calvary : Moved by mercy 
no less pure, unsolicited, unmerited, the 
Son, equal in perfection and glory, cheer- 
fully embarkg in this w^ork, and, by making 
his soul a vicarious offering for sin, engages 
to vindicate the honors of the divine govern- 
ment, and of each divine attribute in the 
redemption of sinners: And the Spirit, co-? 
equal with the Father and the Son, under- 
takes in the plenitude of his grace to sancti- 
fy and prepare for heaven all those whom. 
the one had elected and the other should re- 
deem : These are truths intimately connect- 
ed with our present privileges and future 
prospects which the gospel brings clearly to 
light* TTiere v^e see the plan fully drawn, 
out by Jehovah in concert, and every cir- 
cumstance respecting Jesus the Head, 
and the glory which ishould afterwards 
crown both him and his members minutely 
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and unalterably determined. We find the 
great design at that moment fully matured 
in the infinite mind ; all its parts arranged 
by a wisdom which never miscalculates ; 
upon which no intrigue either of man or an- 
gel can possibly impose; by a sovereignty 
which none without the most impudent im- 
piety will dare to arraign, and by a power 
which no opposition either from earth or 
hell can resist, or even retard in its opera- 
tions. " Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning," and being fully known, 
they shall all be executed in their proper 
order, at the appointed time, and by the 
most appropriate means. The apostle, pe- 
netrating by the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost into the heavenly world ; obtaining 
a foretaste of its joys, and a glimpse of its 
glories, traces all back to the sovereign, eter- 
nal purpose of God as the origin, ** In 
hopes of eternal life which God that cannot 
lie promised before the world began." Yes, 
believer, it is a mystery of sovereignly and 
condescension and love which must fill thy 
heart and all heaven with wonder for ever, 
thou wasiihen prcdeslinaled that thou might^st 
afterwards be called s and thou was caJl- 
cd that thou mightst he juslificd, and being 
^"stifled thou shall be infallibly and ever- 
i\n^\\ glr[fied. 

:. The gospel brings to light various or- 
.ances to be improved, and an important 
uige which must be undergone, in order to 
^^*re us for the actual enjoyment of this 
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^ immortality and life." Although divine 
sovereignty reigns in every part of the eco- 
nomy of our redemption, yet there is no 
collision between her prerogatives, and the 
freedom of human agency : Secondary cau- 
ses are employed, and diligence on the 
part of the objects of mercy required asab- 
iolutely as if there was no purpose of the 
Father predetermining their salvation, or 
no operation of the Spirit predisposing them 
to improve that salvation. "Of his own- 
will begat he us by the word of truth." The 
Holy Ghost .Tehovah 7i'orks ; he ivorks as a 
sovereign, ar.d with an energy almighty and 
irresiblible, and yet he works by his ow^n 
word either read or heard as the important 
means. With this he imparts light to the 
darkened understanding, he agitates and a- 
larms the slumbering conscience, and sub- 
dues to the obedience of faith the whole 
iTian : all uho shall hereafter be admitted 
ifitotije ]:ingdom of heaven are horncigain ; 
" they are born not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God, and yet they are horn of the incorrup- 
tible seed, even the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever. Faith is not of 
ourselves, it is the gift of God, and yet this 
faith Cometh by hearing" as the instituted 
and ordinary means. In these and innume- 
rable other instances, the prerogatives of 
sovereign grace are kept uninvaded, and 
ber glories appear unclouded as much as if 
Bo outward ordinances were used, and no 
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•duty prescribed for the performance of man, 
and yet the instrument appears as promi- 
nent, and the sinner is called to work out 
his salvation as imperiously as if grace 
should possess no dividend of the glory at 
all. Divine sovereignty reigns now, and 
will reign for ever, to the exclusion of hu- 
man merit, and the silencing of human 
boasting, as if there were no scriptures to 
be read, no sabbath to be sanctified, no 
sanctuary to be attended, no ministry of re- 
conciliation to be improved, no baptismal 
water to be applied, no sacramental bread 
and wine to be received, and yet he who ex- 
pects salvation in the wilful neglect of these 
institutions is as infatuated as the student 
who expects learning without reflection or 
reading, or the husbandman who expects his 
corn in autumn, without planting it in 
spring, or the merchant who dreams of at- 
taining to opulence without enterprise or 
industry, or the mariner who. expects to 
reach the port of destination without offer- 
ing his sails to the wind. The connexion be- 
tween the means and the end is exquisitely 
nice, too mysterious for our contracted, 
clouded understandings to comprehend ; yet 
the fact itself, the existence of such connex- 
ion is " brought clearly to light in the gos- 
l :" and, reverend fathers and brethren, I 
:st that no apology is necessary, on the 
3sent occasion, for enlarging on this truth, 
is fraught with instruction equally inter- 
^'""" to all, whether we stand in the rela- 
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lion of teacher or taught. While it admo^ 
nishes those in private life " to give all di- 
ligence to make iheir calling and election 
sure," by improving every ordinance of re- 
ligion, it admonishes us who serve at the al- 
tar to unwearied industry in promoting the 
salvation of others. While the wind blow- 
eth where it listeth on the valley of vision/^ 
infusing life into the dry bones which are 
scattered around, it is only while we prophe- 
sy that the ruslibig^ mighti/, vivifying breath 
is to be expected. There is no possibility 
of the eflfect without the cause, and the 
cause usually operates by the appointed 
means. While Paul "became mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds," in repelling the prince of darkness, 
and erecting the standard of the cross in the ve- 
ry centre of hisdominions; it was by wielding 
the spiritual weaponSy by levelling against 
it the artillery of heaven that be succeeded 
in the arduous conflict. The intimate con- 
nexion between the means and the end is a 
part of the mystery of godliness, which 
ought on no occasion to be overlooked, but 
the exhibition of it, on occasions like the 
present, must appear particularly seasona^ 
ble. We have contemplated with profes- 
sions of sympathy the deplorable condition 
of the poor among ourselves, and the still 
more deplorable condition of the heathen ; 
we have melted at the consideration that 
iiny should be "perishing with hunger" 
while there is living bread provided, " bread 
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enough and to spare," and we have associa- 
ted for the purpose of sending Ibera relief: 
But while we look M'ith melted heads and 
jSowing eyes on their pitiable situation let 
us recollect that interrogatory of eternal 
truth, "how shall they believe on him of 
whom they have'not heard ? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher? and how shall 
they preach unless they are sent " and sup- 
ported?" or how shall they "search the 
scriptures" unless these scriptures are trans- 
lated into their language and circulated a-* 
mong them? 

. But this gospel, which brings to light the 
past and the present relative to the method 
of human salvation, also sheds its radiance on 
the future ; it renders obvious to the eye of 
faith the formerly unknown and invisible 
ivorld. We learn from the oracles of divine 
truth, that " as it is appointed unto all men 
once to die, after death" succeeds the judg- 
ment, an impartial, unalterable retribution 
of honor and happiness to the just, and of re- 
proach and misery to the unjust. Yes, be- 
loved in the Lord, through the medium of re- 
velation we can look forward and see these 
heavens set on Jire, these elements dissolving 
with fervent heat, and stars, and suns, and 
worlds all retiring to make room for the 
dread solemnities of the judgment-day : We 
see the throne erected, and the once despis- 
ed, insulted Nazarene descending in all the 
grandeur of his divinity unveiled and sitting 
upon it : We see the grave surrendering its 
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peaceful prisoners, the ocean disclosing •tlie 
bodies which had lain for ages in its watery 
cavern!?, and all the millions of the human 
fiunily thronpjing with anxious solicitude to 
the face of kirn rvho siltefh upon the throne : 
We see the records of heaven laid open, 
those actions which had been done in a cor- 
ner sounded in the hearing of all nations, and 
men, without the least deference to rank, or 
fortune, or any outward advantages, judged 
according to their works : We see the piti- 
-able multitude of the damned standing on 
the left hand of the judge pale and ghastly, 
and at last retiring reluctantly to their own 
place ; vvhile the nations of the saved, with 
mingled shouts of exultation and thanksgiv- 
ing, ascend with their Lord through the air, 
and taki& possession of that kingdom which 
he had prepared for them. The substance 
of " that life and immortality which the gos- 
pel brings to light," is contained in the fol- 
lowing passages : *^ When the Son of Man 
fehall come in his glory, and all the holy an- 
gels with him; then shall he sit on the 
throne of his glory, and before him shall be 
gathered all nations, and he shall separate 
them orte from the other, as the shepherd 
divideth the sheep from the goats ; and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on his left :" Again, " the Lord hir 
self shall descend from heaven with a shoi 
with the voice of the archangel, and wi 
the trump of God, and the dead in Chri 
shall rise first : Then we which are alive an 
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remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air ; 
and so shall we be ever with the Lord.*' 
Thrice splendid, thrice blessed assembly ! 
may you and I, clad in the righteousness of 
Jesus as our robe, mingle in their society, 
and participate in their glories. 

What is imported in bringing these doc^ 
trincs to light was our second inquiry, and 
to this your attention is now respectfully 
invited. "He bath brought life and immor- 
tality to light through the gospel." — 

1. There these great doctrines are clearly 
revealed, and incontrovertibly confirmed. 
All the speculations of unenlightened rea- 
son respecting a future state were only con- 
jecture : her feeble eye, with its obscure, 
irregular light, could not penetrate the dark 
medium which intervenes between this and 
the future world, and ascertain n'Ae///er man 
shall exist hereafter, or wherey orho7v. An- 
cient sages among the heathen not only dif- 
fered from each other on this interesting 
subject, but they often differed from them- 
selves. Almost every new class of philoso- 
phers which appeared in the most flourish- 
ing ages of Greece and Rome entertained 
and avowed theories different from those 
who had preceded : some supposed that 
death wasa perpetual torpor or sleep; others 
fancied to themselves Elysian fields, where 
the spirits of their departed heroes and sa- 
ges should range abroad in the indulgence 
of sensual delights ; others imagined that 
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tlic soul upon its separation from one bod^r 
migrated to another, and still remained on 
the earth : But to their most profound inqui- 
rers an existence or happiness in a future 
state was tl^ object rather of desire and 
Lope, than of confident expectation. What- 
ever were the conjectures of heathen philo- 
sophers relative to the immortality of the 
soul, none entertained a belief of the resur- 
rection of the body. An impenetrable gloom 
covered the region of the grave, and the 
body once brought under its dominions, 
they considered as doomed to perpetual im- 
prisonment. These facts, however, which 
were doubted by some of the wise men a- 
mong the heathen> and denied by others, 
and no more than conjectured by any, are 
clearly taught, and unquestionably confirm- 
ed in the volume of inspiration. The chris- 
tian can look upon death as " disarmed" of 
its sling, as stripped of all its horrors through 
the death of his divine Redeemer, and all- 
conquering Prince : he can look upon the 
^rave not as a dreary, cheerless dungeon, 
Avhere his body must languish in everlasting 
chains, but as a peaceful retreat from all the 
toils and afflictions of this world, or rather 
as abed of rest, where it will enjoy undis^ 
turbed repose until the morning of its 
demption arrives; and as he descends i\ 
the tomb every cloud is dijssipated, eve 
apprehension is quieted by that assuran< 
of his Lord, " 1 am the resurrection and tl 
life; be thiit belicvcih in me, though h 
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were dead, yet shall he live : I will ransom 
them from the power of the grave ; I will 
redeem them from death :" The christian, 
relying on these divine declarations, may 
exult in the elevated strains of the inspired 
poet, "my flesh also shall rest in hope: 
Thou wiltshew me the pathof life; inthy pre- 
sence is fulness of joy, and at thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore." While 
his body descends to the grave, softened and 
prepared for its reception, his immortal 
spiril, amidst a retinue of angels, soars aloft 
to the regions of bliss, and reclines on the 
bosom of its God* 

Nay, we have not only the evidence of 
faith founded on the testimony of Jehovah 
to assure us oi ibh life and im mo ftaUty^ but 
we have the evidence of sense as an addi- 
tional confirmation. Enoch, in the age of 
the patriarchs, was translated without see- 
ing death : the body of Elijah was miracu- 
lously transformed, and caught up to the 
celestial paradise ; and althougli it was re- 
quisite that the Saviour should die, being 
substituted in the room of sinners, yet ha 
afterwards arose as a pledge and pattern of 
their resurrection. The living God has thus 
brought " immortality to light," not mere- 
ly to the eye of faith, but has in infinite 
condescension afforded outward, ocular de- 
monstration. 

As in the gospel the doctrine of " life and 
immortality" is clearly revealed — 

2. There its blessings arc indiscriminately 

B 2 
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announced for the reception of all naifons* 
The economy of grace, under the christian 
dispensation, is much more liberal than du- 
rint; the reign of the law, and tenders its be- 
nefits not to a particular kindred only, but 
to all the kindreds of mankind* The lighfe 
of life, which was confined for ages within 
tlie limits of a single country, has now burst 
beyond these narrow boundaries, and is 
shedding its radiance on every quarter of 
the globe, and ** making glad" with its in- 
tJnences all the nations of men. The pro- 
plict of the former dispensation was direc- 
ted in his mission to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, and was confined in his 
range to the inconsiderable region of Judea ; 
but a more unlimited field for exertion opens 
to the view of the apostles and their succes- 
sors, and a more extended, unqualified com- 
mission is ptit into their hands. They are 
fully authorized, and explicitly enjoined to 
go into ALL THE WORLD ; " to preacb the gos- 
pel to EVERY CREATURE, and thus bring them 
to the knowledge of " life and immortali- 
ty ;''to baptize, and thus introduce them to 
the visible communion of tiie faithful: 
There are no limits now prescribed to the 
herald of the cross, but the boundaries of the 
earth, and the assembly, which he is instn 
ed to evangelize, comprehends every " 
tion under heaven." And while be g 
fortli, exploring tte field which is opei 
before him, and fulfilling his high comin 
sion, lie may be animated by that prophe 
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and promise, " they that dwell in the wilder- 
ness shall bow before Messiah : The kings 
of Tarshish and of the Isles shall bring pre- 
sents ; the kings of Sheba and Seba shall of- 
fer gifts : Yea, all kings shall fall down be- 
fore him, all nations shall serve him," The 
ambassador of Jesus, and indeed every lov- 
er of Jesus, may look abroad to the east and 
to the south, and to the west and to the 
north, anticipating that peaceful,- blissful, 
period when " nation shall not lift up sword 
agauist nation :" When " the wolf shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid;" tril>es the most savage in 
themselves, and the most hostile to each 
other, shall live together in harmony ; when 
the standard of the Saviour, through the 
zeal of the spiritual soldiery, shall be borne 
in triumph over every land, and our globe, 
which has for ages been the theatre of crime, 
and confusion, and blood, shall be coii^ecra*- 
ted a temple for his praise. 

Reverend fathers and brethren, your im- 
aginations have prol>abIy anlicipaled the 
most suitable application of this subject 

1. Is not gratitude, gratitude the most ar- 
dent and unfeigned due to the great God for 
this disclosure of his will in the oracles of 
truth, for lighting up this celestial lamp in 
our dark, benighted world ? " Natural light 
is indeed sweet," How reviving to a mari* 
ncr, tossed on the tempesttious ocean, with- 
out chart, or pilot ; without a ray from either 
sun or star to illumine, would be a li^" 
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5ncldeiily liemi? before and directing bim to 
his deiircd Imven I flow cheering to the 
traveller, bewildered in some lonely desert, 
without any path to pursue, with no friendly 
guide to direct, remote from the abodes of 
men, and enveloped in the shadows of the 
night, would be a star unexpectedly appear- 
ing to his view, and shedding its light on the 
path to his wished for home ! But to him 
who realizes the worth of the soul, or the 
magnitude of his eternal destinies, the light 
of divine truth must appear infinitely more 
precious. Say, my fellow mortal's and im- 
mortals, how deplorable in the extreme, 
how desperate must have been your situa^ 
tion and mine this evening without the '* glo* 
rious gospel of the blessed God?" Extin* 
guish all the luminaries of heaven^ and dark^ 
ness less awful would cover the natural, than 
must have brooded on the moral world willh- 
out this lamp of truth, this word of salva- 
tion. We should have indeed known our 
disease, but could have known of no healing 
balm, or tender physician to apply it : We 
should have felt the sting of remorse, the 
torturings of a guilty conscience, but we 
could have known nothing of that blood 
which speaks reconciliation and peace, of 
that crimson flood which rolls from the 1 '" 
of Calvary and washes^ away the guilt of t 
nations : We must have entered into c 
flict with the king of terrors and felt his ir, 
unrelenting grasp, but should have be 
strangers to that Jesus who has ^Vabolisht. 
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: death," and will render all his followerss 
I "more than conquerors" in the arduous 
I struggle : In looking down into the grave, 
to which we are rapidly tending, it must 
have appeared suIIqh, horrible as the gloonn 
I of midnight, but we should have heard no 
friendly voice whispering in our ears, ^'^be 
not afraid to go down ; 1 am he that liveth 
and was dead, and I revived and arose as 
a security, yea, as the very pattern of your 
resurrection : This grave is now numbered 
among my trophies as your victorious Cap- 
tain, and from its dark dominions I will 
raise your bodies radiant as the sun in his 
meridian lustre." In looking still forward 
into eternity, it must have appeared at beat 
a mighty void, awful, immeasurable, from 
whose bourn no traveller ever relurned, 
but we could have discovered no "heaven- 
ly city, no new Jerusalem" with its jasper 
walls, with its golden streets, with its ivory 
palaces, with " the tree of life growing in the 
midst of it, yielding its fruits every month 
and healing the nations with its leaves :" all 
these discoveries so interesting to our pres- 
ent peace, so essential to our future wel- 
fare, it is reserved for the "gospel of the 
Son of God" to afford. Thisy this bible is 
the record that God hath given to us eleriud 
life ; and this life is in his Son. It announ- 
ces pardon for human guilt ; healing for the 
desperate disease of sin, consolation an)idi:t 
the varied sorrows of life, and the jut/iiee of 
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eternal emancipation to the most abject vas-^ 
sal of corruption and bell. 

2. Is nol gratitude, gratitude the most ar- 
dent and unfeigned, due to Jebovab, that 
this light has shone upon owv own part of 
the world ? During the lapse of many ages 
the sacred oracles were confined to a parti- 
cular section of the earth, and the boon of 
^ immortality and life" was olfered to a par- 
ticular family of men. The Lord God, in 
his searchless sovereignty, ^' gave his wori! 
exclusively to Jacob,'* an' was revealed 
peculiarly as a God to Abraham and his 
olKspring. Nay, my friends, is there not at 
this moment a great portion of our globe on 
which the true light has never shone? and 
are there not mHlions, hundreds of millions 
of immortal beings who have never seen a 
ray of its glory ? amf, in various countries 
which tlie scriptures have reached, are 
they not locked up in languages which the 
mass of the jjeople are incapable of under- 
standing, or, tlnough the artifices of merce- 
nary priests, wrested from their enjoyment ? 
Contrasted with other ages and other 
countries, how exalted must our privileges 
appear? Among us, bibles are universally 
distributed, and every class of inhabitant's 
not only permitted, but admonished to 
ruse them. They are translated into f 
common language of our country, and, r 
ing to the general establishment of schc, 
and diffusion of learning, almost all are < 
pable of reading and reflecting for the 
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selves. There is another circumstance len- 
ding to evince the divine benignity to our 
favored land, which it would be ungrateful 
to pass over unnoticed, I mean the very in- 
considerable expence at which the scriptures 
may be procured, and, by the instilution of 
societies, they are gratuitously furnished 
for the poor. The lamp of sacred truth by 
this means diffuses ils cheering light equal- 
ly on the cottage of the mean, and the pal- 
ace of the magnificent; and salvation through 
Jesus Christ is offered alike to the indigent 
and the affluent. It is related, in ecclesias- 
tical history, that a poor widow in England 
gave a " cart load of bay for a leaf of the epis- 
lle of James;"vinda Dutch Divine, soon after 
the reformation, mentions that in his age a co- 
py of the scriptures, neatly transcribed, would 
cost nearly five hundred crowns: Whe« 
we calculate the wages of a common labor- 
er at that period, it appears that the earn- 
ings of a whole life would scarcely be suffi- 
cient to procure a copy of the bible, which 
in our country may be obtained by the ear- 
fiings of a single day. The relation of these 
facts, I trust, will not be deemed imperti- 
nent on the present occasion, nor unworthy 
the attention of this very enlightened and 
respectable audience which I have the honor 
of addressing. May not these considera- 
tions inspire us with gratitude to that sove- 
reign, munificent Being who has exalted us 
to such an eminence, not only over our bre- 
thren in other ages, but over millions in our 
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own aoe ? Bugeribasrius, a German ectlesr* 
aslic, was so transported at the divine good- 
ness in giving the scriptures to his nation in 
their own language that, when the transla- 
tion w^as completed, he made an entertain^ 
ment for his friends which he afterwards call- 
ed " the feast of the translation of the 
bible." Ought we not therefore to keep a 
perpetual spiritual feast, a constant holy ex- 
ultation, (hat the word of life is not onlv 
translated into our own language but circu- 
lated among all classes of our citizens? Con- 
templating our advantages in general, the 
universal diffusion of learning, the free dis- 
tribution of the scriptures, and the liberty 
of inquiry which is secured by our civil con- 
stitution, may I not apply to our country 
the exclamation of a Jewish prophet over 
the land of Palestine? *^how'goodly are thy 
tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Is- 
rael ! as the vallies are they spread forth, 
as gardens by the river's side which the J^ord 
hath planted, and as cedar trees beside tlie 
waters ?" 

Amidst this profusion of the divine good- 
ness to our world, and to our country, and 
to ourselves, are we not called to pursue 
with increasing ardor the great objects of 
our association, and to aim at diffusing more 
widely that gospel which brings " ?"^ 
immortality to light?" I would nc- ,„ 
this dignified assembly by questioning t* 
convictions of the importance of th?" •" 
Their convening in this sanctuary, t 
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tiing, is a pledge stronger than language can 
give of their solicitude for the heathen ; and 
their promptitude to occupy any talent in 
the design of evangelizing them — Yet it may 
iiot be altogether unprofitable to reflect a few 
moments on the reasonableness of Ihisentev- 
prize : One may tlwis prove instrumental in 
throwing additional fuel on the flame of the 
zeal of the other. Go back with me, ye 
who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, 
xihd long for the full fruition of his glory^ 
go back with me and contemplate the con- 
•dition of our forefathers previous to the 
dawn of the christian dispensation : They 
sat literally in darkness, and in " the region 
of the shadow of death :" No lamp of divine 
truth shone around to cheer the eye, or 
guide their feet in the paths of righteous- 
ness ; no ambassador of Jesus appeared with 
the olive branch of peace in his hand, or 
with his soothing voice besought them to be 
reconciled to God. No, they were, in the 
most emphatic sense, OentileSy afar o/f, aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel^ having no 
hopcy and atheists in the world. Thus for- 
lorn was their situation, when apostles, in- 
spired and inflamed by the Holy Ghost, 
looked upon their wretchedness, and hasten- 
ed to their relief: Fired with zeal for their 
Master's glory, and melting with*compassion 
at the miseries of their fellow men, they seiz- 
ed their commission in their hand and went 
from country to country regardless alike of 
ease, of worldly interest, or honor; and how 
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glorious was the consequence? ThrougJ^i 
tbeir preaching and the co-operation of al- 
mighty grace, the nations " which walked in 
darkness saw a great light j" they emerged 
from the gloom of pagan night into lb? 
splendors of spiritual and everlasting day. 

Go back with me a few ages, and contem- 
plate the condition of your forefathers and 
mine in Holland, in Scotland, in England^ 
in Ireland and Germany: Were they not 
plunged in all the absurdities and abomina- 
tions of papal superstition; deceived, and 
deceiving? If not degraded by the enormi- 
ties of pagan idolatry, yet they were rely- 
ing on their penances, and pilgrimages, and 
other antichristian observances which were 
equally unavailing for their salvation, and 
in their turn a Jerome, a WicklifF, u Luther, 
a Knox and a host of others looked upon 
their dej^radation and pitied while they be^ 
held : They also seized the lamp of revela- 
tion, which had been buried for ages under 
Iho rubbish of superstition ; they held it forth 
to the vievv^ of tlie nations, and the true light 
«tgain gilded the general gloom. What is 
the history of apostles first, and of refor- 
4Tiers afterwards, but a history of fatigue, of 
poverty, " of cruel mockings and scourgii^s, 
t)f bonds, of imprisonment^,*' and even of 
death aggravated by every circumstai 
horror? Can we deliberately conten-j^*. 
their example and still remain indiffere* 
shall we arrogate the same oflSce, and p 
lend to be actuaied by the same spiri* « 
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Jret sleep on '^ our beds of ivory'^ while Iho 
heathen are not converted, and the triumphs 
of the cross not extended ? I ask you again, 
seeing we are *^ compassed by this cloud of 
witnesses," the apostles, and reformers and 
confessors of the Lamb, professing to have 
imbibed their spirit, to be walking in their 
footsteps, to be anticipating a share in their 
glory, can " we sleep on our beds of ivory^* 
while the heathen are not converted, and 
the triumphs of the cross not extended} 
What ! is not the soul of a poor, benighted, . 
perishing pagan in the woods of America as 
precious ? is not his destiny as awful ? is he 
not equally susceptible of pain in the tor- 
ments of hell, or of pleasure in the immuni- 
ties of heaven, as the soul of an inhabitant 
of Greece, or Italy, or Holland, or Scotland, 
for whose salvation others made a sacrifice 
of their ease, and put in jeopardy their lives ? 
Ah, brethren, these Elijahs have ascended 
without leaving scarcely the shadow of their 
mantle. How is my soul humbled when I 
read the travelsy the perils, the walckings^ the 
fastings of a Paul in the primitive church, of 
a Swartz the Moravian apostle, of an Elliot 
who laboredamongthe Indians of thiscountry 
and of the immortal Vanderkemp who lately 
breathed his last on the sands of Africa, and 
then contrast with their ardor my own indif- 
ference and sloth ? They possessed an inte- 
grity in their sacred trust which no artifices 
of the world could allure ; they manifested 
a heroism in their Master's cause which no 
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clangers could appal, and a patience in " welt 
doing" which neither toil, nor hunger, nor 
heat nor cold could exhaust. Where is the 
JLord God of these champions in the chris- 
tain warfare ? Has the love of a bleeding 
Saviour lost its influence to constrain ? Does 
the cross no longer possess its omnipotent 
efficacy for crucifying its disciples to the 
world, or the world to them ? 

Brethren, bear with an insignificant, self^ 
condemned f(:llov\''Iaborer while he dwells 
on the mifiories of the American heathen, 
and expostulates with you to provide the 
means, of relieving them. It is not a stain 
on their reputation which I ask you to wipe 
off; it is not a moth in their property which 
I entreat you to "crush ;" it is not a wound in 
the flesh which I solicit you to bind up, but 
it is a canker, a morbid, mortal canker, cor- 
roding the very vitals of the soul, to which I 
adjure you to administer the healing balm. 
I do declare, in the presence of angels and 
of God, that, I think, we have been unfaith- 
ful to our consciences, unfaithful to our 
Master, unfaithful to the eternal interests of 
these our brethren who are probably per- 
ishing without hope ; I may add, we have 
been unfriendly to our own future glorying 
by the languor of our missionary effo"^~ ^ 
say, to all the reproach which we h — 
red, and to all the guilt contractec, ,, 
acted a part hostile to our own futui.. ^ 
rying. How many pagans in the north, a 
the west, and the south of this c"""*""*' 



29 

might we already have had as oui "crown 
and joy" by a nobler zeal, and niore disinte- 
rested exertions ? 

Let us, therefore, receive the word of ex- 
hortation, and awake from that lethargy 
which is below the dignity of the man or the 
minister who professes to have imbibed the 
same spirit by which holy men and minis- 
ters in former ages were actuated. No lon- 
ger satisfied with giving the word of life to 
the destitute at home, or supporting mission- 
aries among the savages who reside on our 
borders, let us look farther into the western 
wilderness; let us inquire into the language 
of what Indian tribe the scriptures may most 
profitably be translated, and by our contri- 
butions this evening furnish the means of 
executing the benevolent plan ; Let us ex- 
plore without delay some new missionary 
field, and look around for some other 
Svvartzs, or Elliots, or Vanderkemps, some 
precious youth of heroic spirits, of liberal 
learning,.of ready utterance, and full of the 
Holy d^host,.who will go forth as pioneers to 
" prepare the way of the Lord:" Let those 
who remain behind follow them with their 
prayers night and day, and of their sub- 
stance amply minister to their support. 
,Can you look upon that hoary -headed sa- 
vage ; can you see him tottering under a 
weight of years, and pressed down by a he a- 
vier load of guilt? ready to sink into the 
grave, ready to sink into the arms of the 
second death, can you look on such a spec- 

c 2 
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lacle without heaving a sigb, without drop*- 
ping a tear, without passionately exclaim^ 
ing. Lord, save him or he must perish, with- 
out reaching forth your offering to send him 
a copy of the scriptures, or a messenger of 
peace to teach him the way of salvation ? 
When I estimate (he worth of a human soul > 
when I realise the endlessness of its dura- 
tion in a future state, and the immensity of 
its capacities either for pleasure or pain : 
When I go forward in imagination to a dis- 
tant point in eternity and behold this soul 
still living, these capacities stiil unfolding 
and acquiring new vigor, land then reflect 
that these powers, thus enlarged and en- 
larging, will be eternally occupied either in 
honoring my God or blaspheming his holy 
name, I am really lost in the contemplation : 
any language which I can employ falls al- 
most infinitely short of the description. 
But why do I speak of one soul ? are there 
not thousands, yea, probably millions in the 
Tast forests of America? I appeal then to 
all that is tender in the consc-ience, to all 
that is enlightened or expanded in the un- 
derstanding, to all that 15 humane or gene- 
rous in the l>eart of every worshipper within 
these walls; can you allow yoinselvesin any 
luxury of living, in any superfluity of dress, 
in any splendor of equipage, whiie there 
mains an Indian tribe without the script' 
translated into their language, or a a^*"' 
ary preacher residing in their border 
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Bi'ethrel)) dearly beloved in t\\e Lord, al- 
though the aspect of divine providence tow- 
ards the church and the world has for y^ars- 
been deeply interesting ami awful, yet I 
look through the clouds which have thick- 
ened around, and hail Ihednwn of a more 
auspicious morning. Promises of scrip- 
ture without number assure us that "the 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preach- 
ed to all nations," and successive events in 
providence apparently presage the speedy 
accomplishuKnit of these promises. It is a 
very intereisting fact in the dispensations of 
Jehovah, that, when any signal interposition 
for his chtjrcb is shortly to take place, an* 
expectation of it is excited, and a spirit of 
prayer for it is poured forth. By (his ai»- 
rangement while he is fulfilling his owa pre- 
determinations he is gratifying the wishes, 
and answering the prayers of his people.-^ 
Previous to the incarnation of the Son of 
God and his appearance on earth> the expec- 
tation of some illustrious personage was i*- 
iiivergally entertained; entertained even by 
the heathen around the place where he 
sinouid appear* Was not the golden age 
which be should introduce the subject of 
song to their bards, and of declamation to 
their orators? Was it not predicted occa- 
sionally by tiieir oracies, and painted and 
panegyrized by their poets? More especial- 
ly ai^iong the oifepri^ag of Abraliam^ the pe^- 
culiar people of God, did not the faith of 
the appearing of Messiah universally pre* 
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rail; and in all their approaches to the mer- 
cy seat was it not a part of their petition, 
"O, that the salvation of Israel were come 
out of Zion : That the Star which our fa- 
thers beheld with prophetic eye might ac- 
tually appear to enlighten and gladden the 
nations ? And to the most superficial obser^ 
ver is there not a remarkable coincidence 
between the situation of the world previous 
to the coming of our Lord in the flesh, and 
its present situation when we look for him 
in the wider spread of his gospel and the 
brighter displays of his glory ? Has there 
not been lately a general "shaking of the 
nations?" thrones tottering to their centre ; 
revolution succeeding revolution as wave in 
the ocean succeeds wave, ancient establisb- 
nients civil and ecclesiastical sinking from 
their towering heights and crumbling into 
atoms? Has not the very earth which we in> 
habit appeared to sympathize and sliake 
with the shaking of the nations which dwell 
upon it? Perhaps in the natural history of 
ourglobe there has rarely been an instance af 
such a variety of phenomena, following each 
other in rapid succession, as we have witness- 
ed within the lapse of a few years; the preter- 
natural descent of water in some places ; its 
uncommon, and unaccountable rise in other 
places, the earthquakes* which again and 

* This part of the discourse was delivered u\ Septembei ^ 
Sind the alaiin excited by successiye earthquakes, during' a p 
ding winter and Spring", must be fresh .in. the rccoUectii 
almost every reader. They were felt occasionally from ]V; 
land to the southern part of North America^ and fror '^ 
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asafn hare shaken considerable sections of 
our continent. Our lot is seemingly cast in 
that period foreseen and foretold by an an- 
cient prophet, "I will shake the heavens, and 
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land, and I 
will shake all nations." And amidst these 
fearful concussions of the earth, and its in- 
habitants, is there not an ardent, almost uni- 
versal longing for the spiritual advent of 
Him who is the desire of all nations 1 Was 
there, since the ascension of our Lord, such 
a general impression among christians that 
" the fulness of the Gentiles i« speedily to 
be gathered in," and such a cordial concur- 
rence and co-operation for promoting this 
glorious work ? The hand of almost every 
true Israelite is reached forth to accelerate 
the motion of the spiritual ark in its progress 
through regions hitherto unexplored. Thou- 
sands who reside in different countries, who 
were nurtured in different prejudices, who 
appertain to different communions are uni- 
ting hand with hand, blending heart with 
heart, and mingling their deliberations in 
the important design; and their prayers are 
daily ascending in one stream for the de- 
scent of the Holy Ghost upon alljleslu More 
tracts, containing the truth as it is in Jesus, 
have been published and distributed; more 
"missionaries have been sent forth to differ- 



itic to the region west of the Missisippi : and the effect prodiii- 
sd by them appears in the following' reiriark of a merchant in 
'cnnessee. ** Before the earthquakes I st^ld ten pncks of cards. 

where I sold one bible, and now I sell ten bibles for one pr.ck of 

;ards*" 
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ent and distant nations; nfiore bibles Bat(! 
been translated into foreign languages and 
circulated in foreign countries within the 
last Iwent V* years than perhaps during the 
ten centuries which preceded ; and bow lib- 
eral are the offerings which are almost eve- 
ry where made for the service of the temple 
of our God ! No sooner is a new plan pro- 
jected for the extension of his kingdom than 
the gold and the silver, the abundance of 
the rich and the mite of the poor roll spon- 
taneously into his treasury for the execu- 
tion : And tiie same spirit which forrnerly 

• This reprcscntxitlon will not appear exaggerated when We kd- 
wett to the following' facts. A sing-le society in Eiig'land, accor- 
ding to ft statement g^iven by Porteiis, late Bishop of luondon, in %. 
sermon preached m 1802, had circulated between two and threfe 
millions of tracts ; and the number distrihated by that or another 
similar society, as appeared in a late pex*iodical publicatioo, a* 
mounted to more thun twenty two millions. A bout 20 years hav& 
elapsed since the missionai-y spirit so emlrt^ntlr i>?stcd on thfc- 
churches in En^^l-.md, and about half that period since the first 
bible society v/as lurmcd ; and during Xl\.a period missionaries- 
have been supported, and the translation r.Ld ciistributioil of the 
living- orach's promoted v;i'.h aliberaiiiv altogcfher unparalleled 
in the hisroi y of the re I'-j^ious world. The p:r:'cjt bible society in 
London "ius printed or contriMited to the printing- of the word 
of God in fiii}-f.vc dilrerent languages and diui.c'oS :" There are 
already in Great iJr>r.in, of lesb or hirp-^T fiTiide, 400 bible soci- 
eties and braiich'^y: In the rnli/d Starts there are €6 : Li tlie 
Russian empire 8 Iiavc been lately estahi'is?icd in theii* principal 
citicK, and patroni;cdby the most distiiju,'uishcd characters, lite- 
rai'y iind poIJtic.il, tliroughout the nation. "Tiiese have under- 
tiiken to trjinsh.tc and print tlie scriptures in tea difRrent Ian- 
griag-es and dialects, which arc used in the Hussiim d';iniri*ons,'* 
Similar societies have recently been ip.stitvitcd in Holland ••" 
Denm.irk, in Switzerl'uid, hi Germ.eny, ond nine st ever}' cou; 
■on the Europpim continent. Thus Ihc aj;cic nt pi cphcsy is rer 
hig its literal accompli ^hiiicnt, *•' they shall run to and fro, 
knowledge shall be incrc jujcd." By tlie niiijjion of the mes 
gers of peace uito the vraioiis quarters of tlie world ; by the tr 
lation of the scriptures into all languages, and their difiusioi 
mong all nations, the seed is now deposited which, in the Loi 
time, will no doubt spring up, and present the millenial ba^'Vi 
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rested upon the Jew leading him to pray 
"O that the salvation of Israel were come 
out of Zion, is now exciting the Gentile be- 
liever to expostulate, " let thy way b^ 
known upon earth and thy saving health a- 
mong all nations: Let all the earth fear him, 
let them show forth the praises of Jehovah." 
Such are the signs of the times that the gosr 
pel is speedily to " bring life and immortal- 
ity to light" through every region under 
heaven. 

. It may be that the vials of mrath, which 
have been poured upon the " seat of the 
beast and the false prophet," are not exhaus- 
ted, and that " the smoke of their torment 
has yet to ascend" in columns more awful 
in the " sight of God and the Lamb :" It may 
be that the " jSesh of kings, and the flesh of 
mighty men, and the flesh" of mercenary 
priests, and the flesh of iron-hearted inquisi- 
tors, whose hands have been stained with the 
blood of the saints, are yet to be otfered as 
a banquet to the fowls of heaven for a display 
of severer vengeance against the impurities 
and impieties of the papal harlot. It may 
be that the storm which has blackened over 
protestant lands will burst with a fury more 
terrible blowing ^* the chaff* from the wheat ;'* 
and tliat the faith of the christian is perhaps 
to be tried in the fires of persecution : It 
may be that we shall not live to hear that 
shout of exultation thundering through the 
temple on earth and the temple in heaven^ 
<^ Babylon is fallen^ is fallen and shall arise no 
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more ;" It may be that we shall notlire to see 
the "partition wall" whicb separates christian 
From christian " parted in twain from the 
lop to the bottom," and one Lord, ofie faitb» 
one baptism visibly professed over the whole 
earth : It may be that we shall not live to 
see these great events, yet I no more doubt 
but they will occur, each in its proper or- 
der, than I this moment doubt my own ex- 
istence : It may be that this generation will 
pass away before all these things be accom- 
plished, yet, christian, be not anxious. The 
intelligence will soon reach thee in thy Fa- 
ther's kingdom. Legions of angels are rea- 
dy to communicate the tidings througti eve- 
ry part of the divine dominions : But I veri- 
ly believe that, although we may not live to 
see them, our immediate offspring will see 
them. Yes, the solitary places will soon be 
made glad through the diffusion of the tidings 
of great joy, and the desert will blossom as the 
rose: Oh, how reviving is even the anticipa- 
tion ! How transporting beyond conception 
must be the sublime reality ! when the tviY- 
derness in all directions, far as the eye can 
range, shall be converted into a second 
paradise; when it shall appear "fair as 
Eden, and fruitful as the garden of the 
Lord;" when all the trees of the forest 
shall become " trees of righteousness," the 
planting of Jehovah, each presenting its 
blossoms and fruits in due season ; when, as 
a New Testament prophet has described it, 
l[ the tabernacle of God shall be with men, — 
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and they shall tiring the glory and honor o£ 
the nations into it/^ 

It is readily acknowledged that obstacles 
great, andi to the eye of sense, insurmount- 
able, lie in the way of the progress of that 
gospel which " brings life and immortality 
iO light." The savage is yet roving in his 
habits ; the sceptic is yet sullenly sneering 
and scoffing and blaspheming; the Jew re- 
mains bigoted, and obstinate, and apparent- 
ly invincible; the disciple of Mahomet is yet 
tftking his pilgrimages to Mecca, and offering 
his deluded homage at the tomb of his pro- 
phet ; nations numerous "as the stars of hea- 
ven" are sunk in ignorance and sottishness 
irearly to a level with the beast of the field, 
and by crimes which we should blush to men- 
tion are degraded far below them; but what is 
either or all these obstacles before the Lord 
God ofg^ods? He toucheslhe loftiest mountain 
and it sink's, and the lowest valley and it ri- 
ses, and the path becomes plain for the mes- 
senger of the cross through every clime : 
He has only to breathe upon the bones which 
aie now scattered over the face of the earth, 
and however dry, or motionless, or lifeless 
they instantly revive and stand upon their 
feet : All the wars which divide and distract 
the nations; all the collusions of worldly poli- 
cy, and the conllict* of worldly passions are 
no more in the way of the accomplishment 

* None who witnessed the scenes lately exhibited on the great 
theati-e of Eiirope and the woi4d, can reasonably doubt the ac- 
©oraplJshment of any prediction or promise : A cloud had col^ 
l#cted, jtfid spread, iind darkened the whole horizon : The tern- 
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of bis promises, than the feather is in the^way 
of the infuriated torrent, or the little atom 
is in the way of the sun as he rolls majestic 
in his orbit, or the arm of a mortal is in tha 
way of the red lightnings of heaven : and as 
erery obstacle which might retard the exe- 
cution of his designs recedes at hiscommand^ 
instruments will not be wanting when "the 
fulness of his time has arrived, and the de- 
cree begins to travail for brifiging forth,'^ 
He who can create a world at a word ; wha 
at his pleasure calls for other suns and sys- 
tems mil not, cannot be impeded a single mo- 
ment from performing any plan which hi* 
wisdom devises, or his will determines : If 
those who have the gift of utterance refuse^ 
from motives either of carnal ease, or inter- 
est, to go forth as apostles to the heathen, at 
the call of his providence, the hearts of o- 

pest had for many jthts been beaiinj upon the nations in a man-^ 
ner unusually awful and wasteful, threatening to sweep in itts 
career all that is interesting' to us as men and christians : But 
how suddenly has this cloud vanished ? The storm is changed in- . 
to a calm ; the tiinmlt of battle has almost instantaneously sub- 
aided : The garmcmts of the loarrior are no longer rolled in bloody. 
Tke sivord of the destrovin^- an^-cl, v/hich had lon'g hoGii stretched 
over our apparently devoted world, is now slumbering in its scab- 
bai'd : At this time last year there was scarcely a nation at peace, 
now there is scai'cely a nation at war : And all tliis mighty change 
has been produced vnexpected-iiy and in a manner utterly beyond': 
tlic reach of human calculation. It caimot be ascribed to any- 
plans of the statesman, or prowess of the wamor, or the control-- 
ing influence of one country over all other countries ; buV it must- 
be considered as coining forth from tJie Lord of hosts :. He sitteth 
upon the food / yea, the Lord sitteth King for ever : He ^naheth-. 
-wars to cease unto tlie e?id of the earth r he breaketh the boro, and 
cutteth the spear in siinder ; he bumeth the chariot in the fire. Con-- 
temph t:ntv those great events we are constrained to exclaim, -with 
God iwthing is impossible : We are encoui'aged to wait in confi- 
dent expectation for the fulfilment of cTery prophesy and promise 
•f hi* word. 
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Ihers shall be touched with seraphic ardor, 
and the tongues of others touched with se- 
raphic eloquence to tell the stranger and 
the foreigner the exceeding riches of divine 
gi-ace ; to proclaim to the inhabitants of 
every clime that Jesus is " appointed for sal- 
vation to the ends of the earth :" If those 
to whom, as stewards, a sovereign God has 
entrusted his hidden treasures refuse to give, 
or give sparingly y or give grudgingly at his 
command, the wealth of others shall roll in a- 
bundance for thB support of his servants, and 
the distribution of his living word : Cherish, 
ye who long and pray for the enlargement af 
the Redeemer's kingdom, cherish the trans*- 
porting thought that the fountain, at which 
a Paul, a Luther, an Elliot and a Swartz so 
freely drank, is not exhausted, nay, it is not 
diminished by all the influences which they 
received from it ; and he who constrained 
" the wise men of the East to lay their gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh as an offering'* 
at the feet of the new born Saviour, still has 
dominion over the hearts of the rich of this 
world, and will oblige them at his pleasure 
to consecrate their wealth for his glory. 

Come then, ye children of the kingdom^' 
let us ask a coal from the same altar at which 
others have been enflamed, and let us go 
forth ** for the help of Jehovah*' in carrying 
on the most interesting of his works, the 
scheme of reconciling our world through the 
sacrifice of his own Son; that scheme which 
occupied the councils of peace from eterni«^ 
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,ty ; for which hiaHoly One, his Fellow, the 
Man of his right hand groaned, and bled« 
and expired on the accursed tree; that 
scheme for the progress of which every in- 
habitant of heaven is waiting this moment 
with silent, yet ardent solicitude : Lift up 
your heads and rejoice for, yet a little while, 
the night of vengeance will pass over, and the 
morning of a milder and brighter day dawn 
upon the world. " Having overturned, and 
overturned, and overturned. He will come 
whose right it is :" Yes, Jesus our Beloved 
and Prince will come ; the light of hi? gos- 
pel shall beam effulgent over every land, 
and theunction of his Spirit shall descend 
fragrant upon M nations. Alkluiuh shall 
resound through every part of the church 
militant; Alleluiah shall burst responsive 
from ten thousand, thousand, thousand 
tongues in the church triumphant, the JLord 
God omnipotent reigneth. Ameriy even so, 
come. Lord Jesus. 

In the faith of these sublime and interest- 
ing realities, let us unite in offering willingly 
for the service of our God. By our contri- 
butions this evening let it appear to our Sa- 
viour that we still recollect the scenes of 
Gethsemane, and Calvary, and are constrain- 
jed to love him: Let it appear to anv 
minister who is now attending from t 
tipper sanctuary that like him we not c 
ly rejoice at the repentance of a sinner, \ 
are willing to spend in promoting .* 
Let the savage of the western woods^ whe 
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is now lying in his hut, hungry, naked, cold, 
disconsolate, miserable in this world, and in 
danger of being damned in the next, let him 
recollect with joy through eternity the re- 
sult of this evening when the means were 
provided for conveying the "light of im- 
mortality and life" into his cheerless a- 
bode : But why do I speak merely of pro- 
tmoting the joy of the destitute savage? an 
opportunity is now afforded you for pro- 
moting your own interest and glory : By 
your contributions this evening you may 
soften the agony of 6very affliction which 
awaits you in life ; you may enhance the 
consolations of a dying hour; you may 
shed an additional radiance over the dark 
^t;«Z/cy through which you have shortly to 
pass; you may secure a more elevated sta- 
tion and a more abundant reward in that 
hour when the judge from the throne will 
'dispense to every male and female accor- 
^ ding to their works ; you may add to the 
extent of that inheritance a title to which is 
already in your possession " as heirs of sal- 
vation ;" you may secure a brighter crown 
and a more magnificent mansion in the ever* 
lasting kingdom : For as you now communi- 
cate, in motive and in measure, it will be 
'^jommunicated to you of glory and bliss ia 
Mtleatb^ at judgment, and for even 
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